e SCANDALOUS: Jesus and The Stories He Told
Episode #2 — Faith IN to Faith OF

EPISODES:(Stories & Sayings)

6/4: 1- Meeting the Kingdom Principles 7/9: 8/13:

6/11: 2- Faith IN to Faith OF 7/16: 8/20:

6/18: 3- The Structure of His Stories 7/23: 8/27:

6/25: 7/30: 9/3 — NEW SERIES: On the
7/2: NO CHURCH 8/6: Supernatural/Dominion — etc.

Episode 1: John 6:54-56

54(AWhoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up at the last

day. 5% For My flesh ist@ifood indeed, and My blood is ®ldrink indeed. % He who eats My flesh and drinks
My blood ®abides in Me, and I in him.

THE WHY: To draw the line between Disciples/Apostles and the Hanging on-ers.

John 6:66 From that time many of His disciples went Plback and walked with Him no more.

SCANDALOUS: Jesus and The Stories He Told
Episode #2 — Faith IN to Faith OF

In many of our Christian circles, we substituted the message of Christ with a message about
Christ. And when we taught about saving faith, we had replaced the faith of Christ with a faith
in Christ.! Dallas Willard

What is the difference between Faith IN Christ and Faith OF Christ? [Don’t include my answers until the
end of the message. Leave group definition up throughout.]

e Faith IN Christ [Jesus, YOU are God and | am not. | believe in You... but if it does not grow to OF,
we stay focused on our bellybutton of faith and the FOCUS STAYS ON US. We honor Jesus but
we do not try to LIVE as He did.]

e Faith OF Christ — Sea of Galilee [| WANT TO KNOW YOU, JESUS. | TRUST YOU, JESUS. Our study,
Our focus as it inspires us to FOCUS ON HIM. Live life like Christ. Living with the Faith OF Christ
as our focus. Not how much faith we have.]

John 1:14-17 NKJV
The Word Becomes Flesh

4 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

15 John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom | said, ‘He who
comes after me wis preferred before me, for He was before me.””

16 uAnd of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 7 For the law was given
through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

CEB From his fullness we have all received grace upon grace;'” as the Law was given through
Moses, so grace and truth came into being through Jesus Christ. GRACE INTRO IN O.T. — FULFILLED IN N.T.

Vs16 Ephesians 3:14-19 NKJV -

*Willard, D. (2024). The Scandal of the Kingdom: How the Parables of Jesus Revolutionize Life with God (First edition, p. 6). Zondervan.
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4 For this reason | bow my knees to the Father nof our Lord Jesus Christ, ° from
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 6 that He would grant
you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through
His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 1 may be able to comprehend with
all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— ° to know the
love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness
of God.

Colossians 2:6-10 NKJV
¢ As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted

and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught,
abounding win it with thanksgiving.

8 Beware lest anyone richeat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according
to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not
according to Christ. ® For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead ubodily[in
BopILY FORM]; 7% and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all uprincipality
and power.

JESUS, YOU ARE GOD! | BELIEVE IN YOU!! | LOVE YOU!!!
Is this what loving the Messiah is supposed to be like?

Mark 4 (Mt 13, Lk8)

A. The Parable of the Sower
4 And ®)again He began to teach by the sea. And a great multitude was gathered to
Him, so that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on
the land facing the sea. 2 Then He taught them many things by parables, (“‘and said to
them in His teaching:
3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And it happened, as he
sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birdstélof the air came and devoured
it.  Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it
sprang up because it had no depth of earth. € But when the sun was up it was scorched,
and because it had no root it withered away.” And some seed fell among thorns; and the
thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no Licrop. 8 But other seed fell on good
ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold,
some sixty, and some a hundred.”

9 And He said [flto them, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”
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The Purpose of Parables
10 (B But when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him about the
parable. ' And He said to them, “To you it has been given to Pknow the [{lmystery of
the kingdom of God; but to (9those who are outside, all things come in parables,?? so
that [SO THAT] (H‘Seeing they may see and not perceive,

And hearing they may hear and not understand;

Lest they should turn,

And their sins be forgiven them.”” [IS. 6:9-10]

MYSTERY

11-12 These verses are among the most difficult in the entire Gospel. It is important to look carefully at the
terminology. The word translated “secret” (v. 11) is mystérion. Although it occurs only here and in the parallels
(Matt 13:11; Luke 8:10) in the Gospels, Paul uses it frequently in his epistles (twenty-one times); and it is found in
the Book of Revelation four times (Rev 1:20; 10:7; 17:5, 7). In the NT it does not mean something only for the
initiated few. The emphasis is on God’s disclosure to man of what was previously unknown. It is proclaimed to all,
but only those who have faith really understand

Here in Mark the mystery is the disclosure that the kingdom of God has drawn near in the
person of Jesus Christ, or perhaps as G.E. Ladd suggests, the mystery “is that the Kingdom that
is to come finally in apocalyptic power, as foreseen in Daniel, has in fact entered into the
world in advance in a hidden form to work secretly within and among men” (A Theology of
the New Testament [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974], p. 94).2

SO THAT

The secret has been given to the disciples because they have responded in faith, but to “those
on the outside” (i.e., men hardened by unbelief; cf. ch. 3), .[PERSISTENT UNBELIEF] “all things,”
i.e., the entire significance of Jesus’ person and mission, are “in parables.” Here the word
parabolé takes on the meaning of “riddle,” a meaning well within the range of the word

12 The introductory conjunction (hina, “so that”) is Mark’s. The quotation that follows is from Isa 6:9-10, which in the MT

is a command; this is not surprising, since in Semitic thought a command may be used to
express a result.?

Several recent attempts have been made to weaken the telic force of hina:

1. Itis held that hina is used in the text to mean the same thing as hoti. Thus Jesus is not speaking of the purpose of parables but their
result. 2. Mark has mistranslated the original Aramaic word de. It means “who,” not “in order that.” Thus the text should read, “The secret of
the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside who are ever seeing but never perceiving ... everything is said in
parables” (emphasis mine). 3. The purposive idea (expressed both by hina and mépote) is not authentic with Jesus but represents Mark’s

theology. 4. Hina is an introductory formula to the free translation of Isa 6:9-10. On this understanding hina would be almost equivalent to hina
plérdthé, “in order that it might be fulfilled.” 4

ME:
PEOPLE WHO WANT TO JUST SEE & HEAR BUT NEVER DO WILL NOT UNDERSTAND.
FULFILLING THE WORDS OF ISAIAH.

2 Wessel, W. W. (1984). Mark. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, p. 648). Zondervan
Publishing House.

3 Wessel, W. W. (1984). Mark. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, pp. 648—649). Zondervan
Publishing House.

4 Wessel, W. W. (1984). Mark. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, pp. 648—649). Zondervan
Publishing House.
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The Parable of the Sower Explained
13 And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you

understand all the parables? *)The sower sows the word. 1° And these are the ones
by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately
and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 These likewise are the ones
sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with
gladness; 17 and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time.
Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they
stumble. 18 Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear
the word, and the ®cares of this world, Pthe deceitfulness of riches, and the desires
for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 2° But these are
the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, Elaccept it, and bear ™fruit:
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”

Whereas in the parable itself the emphasis is on the sowing of the word, in the interpretation

itis on its reception. This must be understood in the historical setting of the parable in the ministry of Jesus. Jesus had already
received negative responses to his proclamation (Mark chs. 2-3). Mark clearly contrasts the belief of the disciples with “those on the outside”

(4:11).%

There is a slight rebuke in Jesus’ statement. The implication is that the meaning of the parable of the sower was clear
and understandable. If the disciples could not understand this clear parable, how would they understand more obscure ones? Cranfield
comments, “The blindness of men is so universal that even the disciples are not exempt from it” (Gospel of Mark, p. 97).

Farmer/Sower = Jesus Seeds = Word/word of the Kingdom (Matt 13:19)

WAYSIDE

5 And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes
immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts

= Superficial, Trivial, Insubstantial develops into HARDened Heart.

e Result = Snatched away [Snatched = ?] Faith.

STONY GROUND

6 These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive
it with gladness; 17 and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when
tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.

= Tribulation —» :
Persecution — ‘ FOR THE WORD’S SAKE ‘

e Result = Stumbled and lost Faith. SHALLOW. [Expect Tribulation & Persecution]

Those who do defect have no root in “themselves” (Gr.); they are “like seed sown on rocky places” (v. 16). The
word translated “fall away” (v. 17) is skandalizomai. A skandalon was originally a stick placed in a trap or snare
that, when touched by an animal, caused the trap to spring. In the NT it means “cause to stumble” or “fall
away.” ®

5 Wessel, W. W. (1984). Mark. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, pp. 650-651). Zondervan
Publishing House.
6 Wessel, W. W. (1984). Mark. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, pp. 650—-651). Zondervan
Publishing House.
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THORNS
18 Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the
word,’ and the ®cares of this world, Pthe deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for
other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
= Growth

J
Stunted — then — snubbed out [CHOKED] by Worldly Anxiety — Worldly Enticements —
Worldly Desires [We are preoccupied with them! Each of these Distractions are lying to us -
promising things that are not true or do not satisfy. FALSE. Receiving a present, beautifully
wrapped only to discover upon opening that it is EMPTY.]

e Result —= Faith is starved of any life-giving oxygen. IT DIES.

GOOD GROUND
20 Byt these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the
word, Elaccept it, and bear Mfruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”
= ACCEPT — [Responds. XXXXXXXXX] then,
e Fruit of the Spirit Grows!

THE MORAL OF THE SOWER PARABLE
Accept THE Word = Receive. Take. Admit. Consent. Agree. Acknowledge.

1828: ACCEPT

1..To take or receive what is offered, with a consenting mind; to receive with
approbation(approval) or favor.

Observe the difference between receive and accept. [To receive an offer but not accept it.]

2..To regard with partiality; to value or esteem.
In theology, acceptance with God implies forgiveness of sins and reception into his favor.

4. To understand; to have a particular idea of; to receive in a particular sense.

B. Light Under a Basket Mark 4:21-25 (Mt 5 & Lk 8)
21(9)Also He said to them, “Is a[the ASV] lamp brought to be put under a basket or under
a bed? Is it not to be set on a lampstand??2 ()For there is nothing hidden which will not
be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but that it should come to light.23 (Q|f
anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”

24 Then He said to them, “Take heed what you hear. (®'With the same measure you use,
it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given. 25 For whoever
has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be
taken away from him.”

The sayings in vv. 21-25 occur in different contexts in Matthew and Luke, but in each case they follow Mark’s
order. This group of sayings seems to be composite, being made up of two trilogies, both introduced by kai elegen

autois (“and he said to them”). What the original contexts were, we do not know. Wessel, W. W. (1984). Mark. In F. E.
Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, p. 652). Zondervan Publishing House.
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21-23 Only Mark has erchetai (lit., “does come”) speaking of the “lamp” (lychnos); and he alone has the
definite article (ho) before it (v. 21). These may be keys for understanding the parable.

e The lamp represents Jesus who “comes,” and the definite article “the” serves to identify him.

e Asthe purpose of the lamp is to be put on a lampstand and not under a bowl or a bed, so the
present hiddenness of Jesus will not always be—hidden things are meant to be brought out into
the open (v. 22)—and God intends that one day Jesus will be manifested in all his glory, at the
Parousia[pah.rue.zee.ah]. But who Jesus really is, is now hidden. It is therefore of utmost
importance for us to be careful hearers (v. 23), i.e., to have spiritual perception.”

Therefore (23-25), they should pay attention all the more carefully. They who hear his teaching, see his
miracles, are all the more under obligation to make the proper response. (Note again the important
point that neither the teaching nor the miracles automatically produce the true response.) 8

The background of 24 and 25 is as homely as anything one finds in the teaching of Jesus. They could see
how true that was in terms of everyday life. Jesus says it operates in the hidden spiritual realm, too.®

THE MORAL OF THE LAMP PARABLE

e Jesus was hidden but has been revealed in His D,B,R - 15t Coming
e Jesus will be declared in His 2" Coming
e So, how do | participate in this space between 15t & 2" coming? [Mic’s series]

C. The Parable of the Growing Seed Mark 4:26-29 (only in Mark)
26 And He said, (D“The kingdom of God is as if a man shouldfscatter seed on the
ground, ?” and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout
and Ugrow, he himself does not know how. 28 For the earth Yyields crops by
itselfAUTOMATICALLY]: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the
head. 2° But when the grain ripens, immediately Whe puts in the sickle, because the
harvest has come.”

The condition of the GROUND is so vital and now you are telling me there’s more to consider?
The earth automatically has growing power? Another MYSTERY in Christ?

1 Corinthians 2:10-12

10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things,
yes, the deep things of God. ! For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit
of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of
God. 2 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.

Divine Provision

7 Wessel, W. W. (1984). Mark. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, p. 652). Zondervan
Publishing House.

8 English, D. (1992). The message of Mark: the mystery of faith (p. 98). InterVarsity Press.

9 English, D. (1992). The message of Mark: the mystery of faith (p. 98). InterVarsity Press.
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Without human assistance there is a power for new life and growth at work.
Jesus does not define it here, but he is drawing attention to the divine provision which meets
their limitations.*°

THE MORAL OF THE GROWING SEED PARABLE

Do | see the “hidden power” that is at work? The one that helps me live the Faith Of Jesus?

e WE are not the only ones at work.

e LEARN to judge with Spiritual perception as well as natural perception.
e LEARN to see the SIGNS of the Spirit.

e  WHAT IS MY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT?

NOTES: Parable of the secretly growing seed (4:26-29)

26-29 Only Mark records this parable. Its emphasis is different from the parable of the sower. There the
importance of proper soil for the growth of the seed and the success of the harvest is stressed. Here the
mysterious power of the seed itself to produce a crop is emphasized.

The parable relates to the kingdom of God (v. 26) and, more particularly, how that kingdom grows. All the
farmer can do is plant the seed on suitable ground. He cannot make the seed grow. He does not even understand
how it grows (v. 27). But it does grow, and “all by itself the soil produces grain” (v. 28). The point of the parable is
as follows: “As seedtime is followed in due time by harvest, so will the present hiddenness and ambiguousness of
the kingdom of God be succeeded by its glorious manifestation” (Cranfield, Gospel of Mark, p. 168).

A similar emphasis is suggested by J. Jeremias:

The fruit is the result of the seed; the end is implicit in the beginning. The infinitely great is already active
in the infinitely small. In the present, and indeed in secret, the event is already in motion ... Those to
whom it has been given to understand the mystery of the Kingdom (Mark chs. 4-11) see already in its
hidden and insignificant beginnings the coming kingdom of God. (The Parables of Jesus [London: SCM,
1963], pp. 152-53; emphasis his).

The last part of the parable calls to mind Joel 3:13. The harvest spoken of (Mk 4:29) is the eschatological
judgment.1!

D.. The Parable of the Mustard Seed
30 Then He said, Y “To what shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with what parable
shall we picture it? 3! It is like a mustard seed which, when it is sown on the ground, is

10 English, D. (1992). The message of Mark: the mystery of faith (pp. 101-102). InterVarsity Press.
1 Wessel, W. W. (1984). Mark. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, pp. 652—653).
Zondervan Publishing House.
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smaller than all the seeds on earth; 32 but when it is sown, it grows up and becomes
greater than all herbs, and shoots out large branches, so that the birds of the air may
nest under its shade.”

e 3and last “seed” parable.
e Mustard seed —small, small seed. Smallest this audience had seen.
e Can grow 10+ feet tall.

THE MORAL OF THE MUSTARD SEED PARABLE

e Patience
e Judge with Spiritual judgement, not natural judgement only.
e The ministry of small things (lunch time at the office)

Mark 4:33-34 Jesus’ Use of Parables — TRAINING TOOL

33 (9 And with many such parables He spoke the word to them as they were able to
hear it. 3 But without a parable He did not speak to them. And when they were
alone, ““)He explained all things to His disciples.

He did this in order to help them understand by means of a veiled confrontation with the truth.
It was his gracious means to stimulate their thinking and awaken their spiritual perception.

The crowd was not ready for a direct revelation of the truth. In contrast, when Jesus was alone
with his disciples (v. 34), he could speak more directly with them; but even they needed his
explanation to understand.!?

But Wait...

Mark 4:35-41
Wind and Wave Obey Jesus
35(A%)On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us cross over to

the other side.” 3¢ Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat
as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. 37 And a great windstorm arose,
and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. 3 But He was in the
stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “D)“Teacher, “Sdo You
not care that we are perishing?”

12 Wessel, W. W. (1984). Mark. In F. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke (Vol. 8, pp. 653—654).
Zondervan Publishing House.
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e SCANDALOUS: Jesus and The Stories He Told
Episode #2 — Faith IN to Faith OF

39 Then He arose and “Prebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “%)“Peace,l be

stilll” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. 4° But He said to them, “Why
are you so fearful?@Howl!l s jt that you have no faith?” 4! And they feared
exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea
obey Him!”

Jesus stated this with GRIEF...
Parable of The Sower
Parable of The Lamp

Parable of The Growing Seed
Parable of The Mustard Seed

How dense can you BE!
Are the Disciples’ action guided by:

e FAITHIN?
or
e FAITH OF?

What is the difference between Faith IN Christ and Faith OF Christ? [Don’t include my answers until the
end of the message. Leave group definition up throughout.]

e Faith IN Christ [Jesus, YOU are God and | am not. | believe in You... but if it does not grow to OF,
we stay focused on our bellybutton of faith and the FOCUS STAYS ON US. We honor Jesus but
we do not try to LIVE as He did.]

e Faith OF Christ — Sea of Galilee [| WANT TO KNOW YOU, JESUS. | TRUST YOU, JESUS. Our study,
Our focus as it inspires us to FOCUS ON HIM. Live life like Christ. Living with the Faith OF Christ
as our focus. Not how much faith we have.]
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