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Scandalous:  Jesus and The Stories He Told 
Episode/Week  #3 – To See…To Hear 

 

LUKE 10:23-24 [After the 70 returned] 
23 Then He turned to His disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which see 
the things you see; 24 for I tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see 
what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not 
heard it.” SF 
[INCLUDE ACTS 2 TOWARDS THE END?] 

SF:  Inclusion of the “have nots”. 
 

• How could the Kings and the Prophets of God be left in the dark? 
 

Before that day, the Spirit had been at work in the world, and had from time to time ‘clothed himself’ 
with chosen individuals, a prophet here, a king there. But that generation was to be given a new vision 
of the work of the Spirit. ‘Blessed are the eyes which see what you see! For I tell you that many prophets 
and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it’ (10:23–24). What was then seen for the first 
time in history was the pouring out of spiritual blessing on all who would receive it, as the whole 
people of God and every individual member of it were put in possession of the gift of the Spirit.1 

 

Where does Luke take us next?  Jesus endowing us with the HS:  NOPE. 
Luke 11:1-=12:12 The Model Prayer.  A Friend Comes @ Midnight.  Keep Asking/Seeking.  A House  
Cannot Stand.  An Unclean Spirit Returns. Keeping the Word.  Seeking a Sign.  The Lamp of the Body. 
Woe to the Pharisees & Lawyers.   
 

1. The Model Prayer[MT.6] 
LUKE 11 Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He 

ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught 

his disciples.” 
 

THE WHY?  Lord, teach us what/why you are doing…it is IMPORTANT 
 

2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: 
(B)Our[a] Father [b]in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come. 
[c]Your will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 
3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 

 
1 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 125). InterVarsity Press. 

4 And (C)forgive us our sins, 

For we also forgive everyone who is 

indebted to us. 

And do not lead us into temptation, 
[d]But deliver us from the evil one.” 
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THE WHY?  Prayer is so vital I shall show you HOW…the SUBSTANCE 
SCANDAL FACTOR:  SF.High = Praying the “Teacher’s” prayer.   SF.Low = Being Taught 

 

2. A Friend Comes at Midnight 
5 And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and 

say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me on his 

journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within and say, 

‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot 

rise and give to you’? 8 I say to you, (D)though he will not rise and give to him because he 

is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he 

needs. 

THE WHY?  Prayer requires PERSISTENCE 
SCANDAL FACTOR:  The teaching to Pray did not stop with vs.4.  JC is training us to think Prayer.  Not 

just the HOW but the WHY!  SF:  High 

 

3. Keep Asking, Seeking, Knocking 
9 (F)“So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; (G)seek, and you will find; knock, and it 

will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to 

him who knocks it will be opened. 11 (H)If a son asks for [e]bread from any father among 

you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead 

of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you then, being 

evil, know how to give (I)good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 

THE WHY?  Prayer involves seeking/giving a WANT in need and WANT in answering that need. 
SCANDAL FACTOR:  High – What the Teacher has, you can have it too! 

 

 

SHIFT Now it is in this connection—what the Father gives in answer to prayer—that the Holy 
Spirit is first mentioned (11:13).2 

 
LUKE 10 – Setting the passage in its context, we see how Luke is leading from chapter 10 into 
chapter 11. The former described ‘the way’ of Jesus, the way to God. It is the way of single-minded 
devotion to him; a matter not of achievement, doing all that we can for him, but of attitude, 
bringing all that we are under him.3 

 

• Matthew calls these “Good Things” – Luke calls them “Holy Spirit” 
 

 

4. A House Divided Cannot Stand[MATT 12. MK.3] 

 
2 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 126). InterVarsity Press. 
3 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 126). InterVarsity Press. 
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14 (K)And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the demon had 

gone out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled. 15 But some of them 

said, (L)“He casts out demons by [f]Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” 
16 Others, testing Him, (M)sought from Him a sign from heaven.  

 

The first objection  concerns what he is doing. His opponents have already made up their 
minds that he cannot have divine power, so his exorcizing of demons must itself be demonic. To 
this he replies that, on the contrary, his exorcisms show the power of the Spirit of God at work. 
They are indeed divine acts of salvation.4 

 
17 (N)But (O)He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself 

is brought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls. 18 If Satan also is 

divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? Because you say I cast out demons 

by Beelzebub. 19 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons 

cast them out? Therefore, they will be your judges. 20 But if I cast out demons (P)with the 

finger[Spirit] of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21 (Q)When a 

strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. 22 But (R)when a 

stronger than he [THIS BE JESUS] comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from 

him all his armor in which he trusted, and divides his [g]spoils. 23 (S)He who is not with Me 

is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me, scatters. 

3 Responses: 

THE WHY?  Prayer has supernatural STRUCTURE[authority] 
SCANDAL FACTOR:  Was the crowd affected by the supernatural?  The evil side? [i.e. King Saul] 

 

1 Samuel 15 – The Crowd KNEW this piece of History 
Saul Spares King Agag 

15 Samuel also said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you king over His people, over Israel. Now 

therefore, heed the voice of the words of the Lord. 2 Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘I will punish 
Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from 
Egypt. 3 Now go and attack[strike] Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare 
them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ ” 
4 So Saul gathered the people together and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand foot 
soldiers and ten thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the 
valley. 
6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart, get down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you 
with them. For you showed kindness to all the children of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So 
the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 7 And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah 
all the way to Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, 
and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared 
Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and 
were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they 
utterly destroyed. 
 

 
4 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 127). InterVarsity Press. 
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Saul Rejected as King 
10 Now the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying, 11 “I greatly regret that I have set up 
Saul as king, for he has turned back from following Me, and has not performed My commandments.” 
And it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the Lord all night. 12 So when Samuel rose early in the 
morning to meet Saul, it was told Samuel, saying, “Saul went to Carmel, and indeed, he set up a 
monument for himself; and he has gone on around, passed by, and gone down to Gilgal.” 13 Then 
Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of the Lord! I have performed the 
commandment of the Lord.” 
14 But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen 
which I hear?” 
 

15 And Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the 
sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the Lord your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.” 
 

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Be quiet! And I will tell you what the Lord said to me last night.” 
 

And he said to him, “Speak on.” 
 

17 So Samuel said, “When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel? 
And did not the Lord anoint you king over Israel? 18 Now the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, 
‘Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they 
are [b]consumed[exterminated].’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you 
swoop down on the [c]spoil[plunder], and do evil in the sight of the Lord?” 
 

20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone on the mission 
on which the Lord sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the 
Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which 
should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal.” 
 

22 So Samuel said: 
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
As in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
And to heed than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of [d]witchcraft[divination], 
And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, 
He also has rejected you from being king.” 
24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and 
your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin, 
and return with me, that I may worship the Lord.” 
 

26 But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you, for you have rejected the word of the Lord, and 
the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel.” 
27 And as Samuel turned around to go away, Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore. 28 So 
Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a 
neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 29 And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor relent. For 
He is not a man, that He should relent.” 
30 Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now, please, before the elders of my people and before 
Israel, and return with me, that I may worship the Lord your God.” 31 So Samuel turned back after Saul, 
and Saul worshiped the Lord. 
32 Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag king of the Amalekites here to me.” So Agag came to him cautiously. 
And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.” 
33 But Samuel said, “As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among 
women.” And Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 
34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house at Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel went no 
more to see Saul until the day of his death. Nevertheless, Samuel mourned for Saul, and 
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the Lord regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel. [THE EXAMPLE OF FREE WILL WE DO NOT WANT 

TO MIMIC] 

 ? 

5. An Unclean Spirit Returns 
24 (U)“When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest; 

and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25 And when he 

comes, he finds it swept and put in order. 26 Then he goes and takes with him seven 

other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and (V)the 

last state of that man is worse than the first.” 

THE WHY?  Prayer Request/Answers are a part LIFESTYLE [CONSISTENT].   

Not a store where one goes in and requests…. 
SCANDAL FACTOR:  HIGH, speaking w/so much authority about the supernatural…like He created it or….. 

 

6. Keeping the Word 
27 And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from the crowd 

raised her voice and said to Him, (W)“Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts 

which nursed You!” 
28 But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

THE WHY?  Prayer requires OBEDIENCE/which happens in RELATIONSHIP  

 

• Answer to prayer are a natural part of a LIFE submitted to Christ 

• When THE ANSWER/SIGN is what we seek, where does that place Christ? 
SCANDAL FACTOR:   

 

The second objection  concerns who he must be, to be doing such things. The healings 
themselves are not reckoned to be sufficient proof that he is a man with divine authority; the 
objectors want more—an unmistakable ‘sign from heaven’. To this he replies that in him alone 
will they find both salvation and the sign which authenticates the salvation. He is the Saviour.5 

 
7. Seeking a Sign 

29 (Z)And while the crowds were thickly gathered together, He began to say, “This is an 

evil generation. It seeks a (AA)sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of 

Jonah [h]the prophet. 30 For as (AB)Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so also the Son 

of Man will be to this generation. 31 (AC)The queen of the South will rise up in the 

judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the 

ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a (AD)greater than 

Solomon is here.32 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation 

and condemn it, for (AE)they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater 

than Jonah is here. 

 
5 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 127). InterVarsity Press. 
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Such a revolution, the calling of men ‘out of darkness into his marvellous light,’ a rescue like that effected long ago—
then also by the ‘finger of God’—at the time of the exodus, is the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing salvation. But 
now where exactly is that salvation to be found? To whom do we look to find it? 

For those who seek the truth sincerely, there are many pointers towards the one in whom salvation is to be 
found. Such, for example, are the seven great ‘signs’, or miracles, recounted in John’s Gospel. But for an evil 
generation there is only one sign to indicate where the truth is to be found. That, says Jesus, is the sign of the 
prophet Jonah (11:29). The pattern of events in the book of Jonah corresponds to that in the story of the Son of man. 
Jonah is thrown into the sea and swallowed by the fish, returns three days later to the land of the living, and 
proclaims God’s message to the men of Nineveh; and the career of Jesus shows the same kind of sequence—death, 
burial, resurrection, proclamation.[JONAH IS A CHRIST TYPE, MESSIANIC EXAMPLE] 

The difference between Jonah’s sign to Nineveh and Jesus’s sign to his own generation is that in the latter 
there is ‘something greater than Jonah’ (11:32). Not someone greater, you notice: Jesus is not, strictly speaking, 
comparing himself with Jonah. It is the whole thing which is greater, deeper, more real. Jonah experienced a kind 
of death, a kind of burial, and a kind of resurrection, and he went to Nineveh with only an embryonic version of the 
good news—good, but limited. But in Jesus something greater is happening. The Holy Spirit has broken into the 
world in power, and by means of a real death, a real burial, and a real resurrection, he is able to offer to the world 
real salvation, at the deepest possible level. That which the story of Jonah illustrated and foreshadowed is made 
actual in the person of Jesus. 

And it is to Jesus, always, that the Holy Spirit points. ‘He will bear witness to me.’ Jesus is the Saviour. 
At Pentecost the age of the Holy Spirit began. Ever since then he has been offering salvation to men—the 

revolution in which the rule of evil is ousted by the rule of God. That is what he, the ‘finger of God’, does. And this 
salvation is located in Jesus, and in him only. He is the Saviour. It is to him that the ‘finger of God’ points.6 

 

THE WHY?  Condemning our self-centeredness, insistence on WANT/NEED..PROVE IT to me because I AM the judge, 

Jesus! instead of being….. 
• Is this the struggle between our natural/supernatural selves? 

SCANDAL FACTOR 

 

8. The Lamp of the Body.  
33 (AG)“No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a secret place or under a(AH)basket, but on a 

lampstand, that those who come in may see the light.34 (AI)The lamp of the body is the eye. 

Therefore, when your eye is [i]good, your whole body also is full of light. But when your 

eye is [j]bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35 Therefore take heed that the light which is in 

you is not darkness. 36 If then your whole body is full of light, having no part 

dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of a lamp gives you light.” 

Mark 4 - THE MORAL OF THE LAMP PARABLE:  Jesus was hidden but has been revealed in His D,B,R  - 1st 
Coming.  Jesus will be declared in His 2nd Coming. So, how do I participate in this space between 1st & 2nd 
coming? 
 

There is more LAMP here. 
Human – eye = When we humans fall in love with JC…our understanding goes thru a 
revolution from darkness to light.  That light ILLUMINATES everything in our life.  There 
is no darkness about it.  Easypeasylemonsqueezy.   

a sound eye means the enlightening of the whole person; in other words, the ability to see things clearly 
should affect the whole way you act and live (11:33–36). So once the Spirit has revolutionized a man, or 

 
6 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 129–130). InterVarsity Press. 
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‘cleared his vision’, he then sets about transforming him, or bringing his general way of life into line with 
the way he now sees things. Having lit the lamp, he now lifts it up to shed its rays into every corner of the 
room.7 

THE MORAL OF THE LAMP PARABLE #2(Luke): @Salvation, we become a LAMP 
SCANDAL FACTOR:  Jesus was the LAMP in Mk4…Now…WE ARE 

 

How does a Jesus Lamp live?  Think?  Work?  Be?       

          

9. Woe to the Pharisees and Lawyers 
37 And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee asked Him to dine with him. So He went in and 

sat down to eat. 38 (AJ)When the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had not first washed 

before dinner. 
39 (AK)Then the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees make the outside of the cup and 

dish clean, but (AL)your inward part is full of [k]greed and wickedness. 40 Foolish ones! Did 

not (AM)He who made the outside make the inside also? 41 (AN)But rather give alms of [l]such 

things as you have; then indeed all things are clean to you. 
42 (AO)“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, 

and (AP)pass by justice and the (AQ)love of God. These you ought to have done, without 

leaving the others undone. 43 (AR)Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the [m]best seats in 

the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. 44 (AS)Woe to you, [n]scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! (AT)For you are like graves which are not seen, and the men 

who walk over them are not aware of them.” 
45 Then one of the lawyers answered and said to Him, “Teacher, by saying these things 

You reproach us also.” 
46 And He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! (AU)For you load men with burdens hard to 

bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 47 (AV)Woe to 

you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed them. 48 In fact, 

you bear witness that you approve the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed killed 

them, and you build their tombs. 49 Therefore the wisdom of God also said, (AW)‘I will send 

them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and persecute,’50 that the 

blood of all the prophets which was shed from the foundation of the world may be 

required of this generation, 51 (AX)from the blood of Abel to(AY)the blood of Zechariah who 

perished between the altar and the temple. Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this 

generation. 
52 (AZ)“Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did 

not enter in yourselves, and those who were entering in you hindered.” 

 

ONE SET OF RESULTS TO THE WAY JESUS TOLD THE STORIES: 

 
7 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 130). InterVarsity Press. 
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53 [o]And as He said these things to them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to 

assail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine Him about many things, 54 lying in wait for 

Him, [p]and (BA)seeking to catch Him in something He might say, [q]that they might accuse 

Him. 

 

• Such bad manners, Jesus!  You roasted your host! 

Here Jesus is speaking not only to, but also about, Pharisees (11:37, 39). He is not afraid to tell 
them that their religion, although it is the major preoccupation of their lives, is in fact a hollow 
sham. They have never allowed the Spirit to bring about the revolution in them and therefore 
there is no transformation either. They ‘cleanse the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside’ 
they ‘are full of extortion and wickedness’; and because there is no change in their real 
character, he denounces against them the six woes of 11:42–52. Luke spells out the evil of their 
unrenewed hearts, but it is Matthew who records Jesus’s direct and repeated accusation: they 
are ‘hypocrites’. They are acting a part, which is what the word means. Their religious life is simply 
a role they play; it bears no relation to the kind of person they really are when off-stage. Their 
religion is no more than an outward show.8 

 

 

HOW CAN WE ASSURE OURSELVES AND ONE ANOTHER THAT OUR “LIGHT” IS SHINING? 

 

LAMP test: 

• What does a life that is soooo pretty on the outside look like? 

• Is Jesus condemning that pretty? 

• What does a life that is soooo pretty on the inside look like? 

• [create a “checklist” and then lead to Pharisee land….] 
 

THE WHY?   
The MORAL… 
SCANDAL FACTOR 

 
LUKE 12: 

Beware of Hypocrisy(A) 

12 In (B)the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, 

so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, (C)“Beware 

of the [a]leaven of the Pharisees SF, which is hypocrisy. 2 (D)For there is nothing covered 

that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known. 3 Therefore whatever you 

have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear 

in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops. 

 
8 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 130). InterVarsity Press. 
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Jesus Teaches the Fear of God(E) 
4 (F)“And I say to you, (G)My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after 

that have no more that they can do. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear 

Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, (H)fear Him! 
6 “Are not five sparrows sold for two [b]copper coins? And (I)not one of them is forgotten 

before God. 7 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; 

you are of more value than many sparrows. 

Confess Christ Before Men(J) 
8 (K)“Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me (L)before men, him the Son of Man also will 

confess before the angels of God. SF 9 But he who (M)denies Me before men will be 

denied before the angels of God. SF 
10 “And (N)anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but 

to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven. 
11 (O)“Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do 

not worry about how or what you should answer, or what you should say. 12 For the 

Holy Spirit will (P)teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” SF 

 

JOEL 2:28-29 
28 “And it shall come to pass afterward 
That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 
29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants   
I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 
 
 
Isaiah 30:18-22 NIV 
18 Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice.  

Blessed are all who wait for him! 19 People of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. How gracious he will be when you 

cry for help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you.  
20 Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your 
teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them. 21 Whether you 
turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the 
way; walk in it.” 22 

Then you will desecrate your idols overlaid with silver and your images covered with gold; you will throw 

them away like a menstrual cloth and say to them, “Away with you!” 
 
THE WHY 

THE MORAL 
SCANDAL FACTOR = SF 
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The section ends with Luke’s version of the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven, which seem to be 
meant as a summing up of the previous sixty-four verses: ‘He said therefore …’ (13:18). In other words, because of 
the instruction he has been giving from 12:13 onwards, he tells these twin stories as an apt conclusion to it. Both 
the mustard shrub and the leaven are pictures of the kingdom of God; and the divisions which, as we shall see, are 
the subject of Jesus’s teaching throughout this section, are in every case between those in whose experience the 
kingdom has become a living reality, and those who are still, to a greater or lesser extent, unaware of it. The keen 
judicial eye of Jesus the Divider is distinguishing between the garden in which the mustard seed has grown into a 
great shrub, large enough to house nesting birds, and the garden which is still bare; between the dough in which the 
yeast is working, to make it rise as bread, and the dough which will turn out to be nothing but flat biscuit. 

Once more, both the likeness and the unlikeness between Luke’s method and John’s are noticeable. Again Luke 
records a sequence of incidents to convey a message; again John puts over the same message, but in quite a different 
way—a single memorable sentence from the account of Jesus’s interview with Nicodemus: ‘This is the judgment, 
that the light has come into the world.’ Jesus, the Light of the world, shines into the hearts of men and exposes their 
true character. They are divided, by that searching beam, into those who do evil, hate the light, and do not come to 
the light, lest their deeds should be exposed, and those who do what is true and come to the light, that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been wrought in God.9 

 

In the first twelve verses of chapter 11, however, God the Holy Spirit is nowhere mentioned, 
and it may be asked why I have introduced my exposition of this section by two paragraphs all 
about him. For the subject of these opening verses is prayer, not the Spirit. In them, we see first 
the importance of prayer (11:1–2): Jesus used to pray, his disciples asked him to teach them to 
do the same, and he responded to this formal request with explicit instruction, thus setting his 
seal on the importance of the matter. Secondly, we are shown the substance of prayer (11:2–4). 
The ‘Lord’s prayer’, even in this briefer version (the fuller one is in Matthew 6:9–13), is a model, 
not in the sense that these are the actual words with which we should pray, but in the sense that 
these are the lines along which we should pray. Thirdly, there is a parable dealing with the 
practice of prayer (11:5–10), and fourthly, two mini-parables illustrating the basis of prayer 
(11:11–13). The former (the story of the friend’s importunate request for loaves at midnight) 
teaches us to pray persistently, not because God will not answer otherwise, but as if he would 
not. In other words, it is about the practice of prayer, or our part in it. It does not illustrate God’s 
side of the matter. The basis of prayer, or God’s part in it, is the subject of the sayings about the 
father who naturally will not give his son a serpent or a scorpion if the boy has asked for a fish or 
an egg. At the receiving end of our importunate prayer is a Father who does not need to be 
importuned, but is only too eager to give the best of answers. 

Now it is in this connection—what the Father gives in answer to prayer—that the Holy Spirit 
is first mentioned (11:13). Setting the passage in its context, we see how Luke is leading from 
chapter 10 into chapter 11. The former described ‘the way’ of Jesus, the way to God. It is the way 
of single-minded devotion to him; a matter not of achievement, doing all that we can for him, 
but of attitude, bringing all that we are under him. When we seek thus single-mindedly to yield 
ourselves to him (that was the subject of our last section, 9:51–10:42), what happens? We find 
that this great Lord is also our heavenly Father, who meets our seeking with his giving. When we 
ask, seek, and knock, he gives the answer we need (11:9–10). As the response of a human father 
to his son’s need is not one of cynical disregard (11:11–12), neither is God’s response to our need 

 
9 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 125–134). 
InterVarsity Press. 
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anything less than the provision of what Matthew calls ‘good things’, and what Luke can sum up 
as the gift of the Spirit (11:13). 

Luke has already in the opening verses of chapter 11 condensed this truth into even smaller 
compass. He places here his version of the Lord’s Prayer as a hinge between the two chapters. 
To pray, ‘Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come’ (11:2), is to hand over the sovereignty to 
God: that is chapter 10. To be able to continue, ‘Give us each day our daily bread … forgive us our 
sins … lead us not into temptation’ (11:3–4), is to find that he then supplies all our need: that is 
what follows in chapter 11. The old life is shed, abandoned to him; then the new is received, and 
may be characterized as the new life in the Holy Spirit. 

The episodes that follow unfold what is meant by this inbreaking of the power of the Spirit.10 
 
ACTS 26: 17b-18 I now send you, 18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an 
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’11 

 

Coming of the Holy Spirit 

Acts 2 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all [a]with one accord in one 

place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to 
them [b]divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 125–127). InterVarsity Press. 
11 Hayford, J. W., ed. (2007). New Spirit-Filled Life Bible for Women: Promise and Purpose from God’s Word (Ac 26:17–18). Thomas Nelson. 
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