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LUKE 10:23-24 NKIJV [After the 70 returned][Mt 13:16-17]

23 Then He turned to His disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which see
the things you see; ?4for | tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see
what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not
heard it.” SF

4SF: Inclusion of the “have nots”. How could the Kings and the Prophets of God be left in the dark?

1 Peter 1:10-11 NIV

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke® of the grace that was to come to
you,® searched intently and with the greatest care, " trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ> in them was pointing when He

predictede the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.

Before that day, the Spirit had been at work in the world, and had from time to time ‘clothed himself’ with chosen
individuals...What was then seen for the first time in history was the pouring out of spiritual blessing on
all who would receive it, as the whole people of God and every individual member of it were put in possession
of the gift of the Spirit.?

Where does Luke take us next? Jesus endowing us with the HS: NOPE. PRAYER JOURNEY.
Luke 11:1-=12:1-3

Lukel2:4-7

Jesus Teaches the Fear of God

4 “And | say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that
have no more that they can do.5But | will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him
who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, | say to you, fear Him! [FEAR]

6“Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is forgotten
before God. 7 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore;
you are of more value than many sparrows. [DO NOT FEAR]

Having spoken to Pharisees about themselves, Jesus now turns to his disciples, and talks to them about
themselves. In the former, there had been no revolution, so there was no transformation either. In the latter, by
contrast, there has been a revolution; so now there must be a transformation too.?

1 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 125). InterVarsity Press.
2 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 131). InterVarsity Press.
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Confess Christ Before Men
8 “Also | say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will
confess before the angels of God. ? But he who denies Me before men will be denied
before the angels of God.
19“And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to
him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.

WHY? [see notes below] This is “Grow Up” talk. The Supernatural life is more real than this Natural life.
SF - HIGH

One verse towards the end of this present section has often caused much heart-searching. ‘Every one who speaks a
word against the Son of man will be forgiven; but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven’
(12:10). The first half of the verse has its problems, but it is the second half which is the real stumbling block. What
is this ‘blasphemy against the Spirit’ which can never be forgiven?

There are certain things which even God finds impossible. When we understand that, we
begin to understand the nature of this sin which he cannot forgive. For it is impossible for him to
lie, or to deny himself, or to contradict himself, and nothing that he has made (including man)
can be at one and the same time both Thus and Not-Thus; which means, among other things,
that if we will not be forgiven, then, in this rational world of his, it is a mere nonsense to say that
we will be forgiven. It is impossible therefore for God to forgive one who says, ‘I will not listen to
the Spirit when he brings me the message of forgiveness.” It is impossible for him to save one
who says, ‘1 will not follow the Spirit when he points me to the Saviour.” It is impossible to
revolutionize one who says, ‘I will not have the Spirit revolutionizing me’. That is the ultimate
blasphemy; and against that not even God can do anything. The man who is determined to go to
hell will certainly get there.

The readers of Luke’s Gospel are thus warned against the unforgivable sin. The Spirit comes
to revolutionize their lives, offering salvation in the person of the Saviour Jesus; let them not
refuse. He comes to transform their lives into the image of Jesus; let them not refuse that either—
for refusal is the blasphemy against the Spirit, and can never be forgiven.3

Matthew 12:31-32 “Therefore | say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven
men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. 32 Anyone who
speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks
against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to

come.
WHY?
SF - HIGH

12:31 The Pharisees slandered the Holy Spirit by knowledgeably attributing His work to the Devil, thus committing
the “unpardonable sin.” Their sin was not an act of impulse or ignorance, but the result of a continued and willful
rejection of the truth concerning Jesus. It was a sin against spiritual knowledge, for they had ample evidence of the
truth from the words and deeds of Jesus. In deliberately choosing to insult the Spirit, they forfeited His ministry in
their lives and will not be forgiven.

12:33 This analogy demonstrates that the blasphemy was not merely an utterance of the lips, but an expression of
character.”

3 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 131-132). InterVarsity Press.
4 Hayford, J. W., ed. (1997). Spirit filled life study Bible (electronic ed., Mt 12:31-33). Thomas Nelson.
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11 “Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not
worry about how or what you should answer, or what you should say[myY LITTLE
spARROW]. 12 For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to

say.” WHY? No panic needed.
SF - HIGH - A supernatural, invisible teacher?

The parables of Jesus tend to have five aspects that continue to work long after we have heard
them:

1. Culturally Relevant. Jesus sought to challenge and radically change the culture of the
fallen world and the prevailing presumptions of the day—things people believed and
lived without even thinking about it.

2. Easily Remembered. Jesus’ stories were unusual and difficult to forget.

3. In the Context of Ordinary Life. Jesus used everyday objects and activities—things his
listeners were familiar with—to help them connect with the story.

4. Logical. Jesus used the power of logic, reason, and common sense to get right down into
the heart of people’s assumptions about where they lived.

5. More Meaningful as Time Passed. Parables are like yeast that keeps expanding over
time. People needed time to fully work out what Jesus said and grow in the truth the
parables were communicating.

Parables have two parts—the vessel [parable/story] and the treasure within [Kingdom of God
Truth).>

Luke12:13-21

apaiteo [anatéw, 523]

apaited is a rare verb, occurring only twice. It means “require” in the sense of “demand” in
the parable of the rich fool, where God says to this man: “Tonight your soul shall be required of
you” (Luke 12:20).%

The Parable of the Rich Fool
13 Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.”

The man had not truly understood a word of what Christ was saying. True, he was listening
to Christ, but ultimately he had no spiritual need for Him. He needed His help only with the
financial conflict in which he was involved. In this, he is like so many so-called Christians who
hope that their Christianity will be able to help them get ahead in life.’

14 But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?”
¢ Iam not here to address your

5 Willard, D. (2024). The Scandal of the Kingdom: How the Parables of Jesus Revolutionize Life with God (First edition, pp. 34—35). Zondervan.

6 Require. (2005). In S. D. Renn (Ed.), Expository Dictionary of Bible Words: Word Studies for Key English Bible Words Based on the Hebrew and
Greek Texts (p. 813). Hendrickson Publishers.

7 Bilkes, G. M. (2012). Glory Veiled and Unveiled: A Heart-Searching Look at Christ’s Parables (pp. 99-104). Reformation Heritage Books.
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15 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”
18 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded
plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall | do, since | have no
room to store my crops?’ 18 So he said, ‘I will do this: | will pull down my barns and build
greater, and there | will store all my crops and my goods. * And | will say to my
soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat,
drink, and be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required
of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’
21«80 is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
e Thereis no “sparrow” understanding in this question to Christ.
e Was this the younger brother demanding an equal share of the $ but not the
responsibility?
e His inheritance was his goal and idol, and, ironically, he felt he needed Christ to get his
idol back into his possession. 8
e Possessions = Identity. Comfort. Security.
e Prodigal son: And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
portion of goods that falls to me.” Luke 15:12

SF =

MORAL of the STORY:

Point #1: Devoting our lives to accumulating wealth (covetousness/set yur heart) # no vision
[delight, time,...] for God...Separation from God. This is IDOLATRY

e Isaiah 55:2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages
for what does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And let your soul delight itself in
abundance.

e Eccl 2:18 Then | hated all my labor in which | had toiled under the sun, because |

must leave it to the man who will come after me.

e Matthew 6:24 “"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and mammon.

Colossians 3:5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

SF =

MORAL of the STORY:

#2. “Rich Towards God” lives like.....

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 ® But this / say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. ” So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not
grudgingly or of Inecessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace

8 Bilkes, G. M. (2012). Glory Veiled and Unveiled: A Heart-Searching Look at Christ’s Parables (pp. 99-104). Reformation Heritage Books.
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abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance
for every good work.

How Does Jesus Describe “Rich Towards God?”{
Rich Towards God #1: Do Not Worry
Luke12: 22-34 Mt 6:25-33]
Then He said to His disciples, “Therefore | say to you, wdo not worry about your life,
what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on. 23 Life is more than food, and
the body is more than clothing. 2 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap,
which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God feeds them. Of how much more value
are you than the birds?

Job 38:41 NKJV

Who provides food for the raven, When its young ones cry to God, And wander about for lack of
food?

Psalm 147:9 NKJV

He gives to the beast its food, And to the young ravens that cry.

25 And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 26 If you then are not
able to do the least, why ware you anxious for the rest? 2 Consider the lilies, how they
grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet | say to you, even @»Solomon in all his glory was

not =arrayed like one of these. 4
1Kings 10:4-10
4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he
had built, ® the food on his table, the seating of his servants, the service of his waiters and
their apparel, his cupbearers, and his entryway by which he went up to the house of
the Lord, there was no more spirit in her.  Then she said to the king: “It was a true report
which | heard in my own land about your words and your wisdom. ? However | did not
believe the words until | came and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not
told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which | heard.

On a scale of 1-10, how hard is this to accomplish?

Rich Towards God #2: Have Faith
28|f then God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown

into the oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith?
Matthew 16:8 [Be Attitudes]
8 But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith, why do you
reason among yourselves because you shave brought no bread?
Matthew 8:26[Disciples]
26 But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?” Then coHe
arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. ?? So the
men marveled, saying, u“Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey
Him?”
Matthew 14:31 [Peter]
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31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to
him, “O you of elittle faith, why did you doubt?”

Matthew 6:30 [Crowds]

Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

On a scale of 1-10, how hard is this to accomplish?

Rich Towards God #3: Seek His Kingdom

29"And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor have an anxious
mind. 3% For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows
that you need these things. 31 But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be

added to you.
On a scale of 1-10, how hard is this to accomplish?

Rich Towards God #4: Do Not Fear

32"Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 33 wSell what you have and give vwsalms; ewprovide yourselves money bags
which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief
approaches nor moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be

also.
On a scale of 1-10, how hard is this to accomplish?

Luke12: 35-48 The Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant

The Parables of the Talents, the Faithful and Unfaithful Servant, and the Ten Virgins, followed by a metaphor of the
Lord separating the sheep and the goats. This dramatic series of events begins in Matthew 23.

35 “Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning;3® and you yourselves be like men
who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes
and knocks they may open to him immediately. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the
master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, | say to you that he will gird
himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them.38 And if he should
come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are
those servants.39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the
thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken

into. 42 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you

do not expect.”
SF = LOW until the last verse
MORAL of the STORY: Live Ready {_]. Trust is where?

41 Then Peter said to Him, “Lord, do You speak this parable only to us, or to all people?”

42 And the Lord said, ©@"Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master
will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due
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season? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he

comes. 4 e Truly, | say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has. 4° voBut if
that servant says in his heart, ‘"My master is delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat the
male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, 46 the master of that
servant will come on a “@day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is
not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the

unbelievers.4” And esthat servant who enknew his master’s will, and did not

prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 cwBut
he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with

few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to

whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.

SF = High

MORAL of the STORY: WHO Am I? [faithful & wise or....] WHAT IS REFUSING TO DO HIS WILL?
ASKED TO DO MORE = ? Trust is where?

Luke12:49-53 Christ Brings Division*”

49| came to send fire on the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! % But | have
a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed | am till it

is accomplished! 31 @Do you suppose that | came to give peace on earth? | tell you, not
at all,esbut rather division. 2 eFor from now on five in one house will be divided: three
against two, and two against three.3 eoFather will be divided against son and son
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law

against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”
SF = HIGH

MORAL of the STORY: Division is part of Belief...Expect Conflict Trust is where?

. I STAND UP TO CONFLICT IN JESUS NAME? What kind is that?

Luke12:54-56 Discern the Time

34 Then He also said to the multitudes, ©@"Whenever you see a cloud rising out of the
west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is coming’; and so it is. 3® And when you

see the esouth wind blow, you say, ‘There will be hot weather’; and there

is.>® Hypocrites! You can discern the face of the sky and of the earth, but how is it you

do not discern esthis time?
SF =
MORAL of the STORY: Live Natural & SUPERNATURAL. Trust is where?

Luke12:57-59 Make Peace with Your Adversary

57 "Yes, and why, even of yourselves, do you not judge what is right? 3 When you go
with your adversary to the magistrate, make every effort along the way to settle with
him, lest he drag you to the judge, the judge deliver you to the officer, and the officer


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25504AP
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25505AQ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25506AR
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25507AS
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25507AT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25508AU
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25509AV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25511AZ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25511BA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25512BB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25513BC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25514BE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25515BF
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2012&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25516BG

en SCANDALOUS: Jesus and The Stories He Told
: Episode/Week #4 Rich Towards God

ppppppp

throw you into prison. 521 tell you, you shall not depart from there till you have paid the

very last mite.”
SF =
MORAL of the STORY: Deal with CONFLICT towards Seeking Peace? Trust is where?

Footnotes
a. Luke 12:1 yeast
Luke 12:6 Gr. assarion, a coin worth about 1/16 of a denarius
Luke 12:15 NU all covetousness
Luke 12:26 do you worry
Luke 12:27 clothed
Luke 12:31 NU His kingdom, and these things
Luke 12:39 NU not have allowed
Luke 12:42 at the right time

T@ o ong

e LIVE LIKE PEOPLE MATTER

Main Points About the Kingdom of God

e When we rely on God and his kingdom it changes our relationship with our wealth
(money, possessions, treasures, and gain) and its effect on our heart.

e When we are “rich toward God,” we no longer make idols of riches and leisure, and they
no longer have a hold on us.

e Those who live in the kingdom of God have entered into the eternal life of God and find
contentment in what God has graciously provided.

e We must pay attention to where we place our trust and allow ourselves to be vulnerable
in the hands of God.

e Life in the kingdom is about investing in our own character and in the lives and character
of others.®

® Willard, D. (2024). The Scandal of the Kingdom: How the Parables of Jesus Revolutionize Life with God (First edition, pp. 204-218). Zondervan.
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