SCANDALOUS: Jesus and The Stories He Told
Episode/Week #7 When God GIVES: Then What? The Parable of the Minas
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SCANDALOUS: Jesus and The Stories He Told
Episode/Week #7 When God GIVES: Then What? The Parable of the Minas

LUKE 10:23-24 NKIJV [After the 70 returned][Mt 13:16-17]

23 Then He turned to His disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which see
the things you see; 24 for | tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see
what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not
heard it.” SF

USF: Inclusion of the “have nots”. How could the Kings and the Prophets of God be left in the dark?

1 Peter 1:10-11 NIV

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke® of the grace that was to come to
you,® searched intently and with the greatest care, " trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ> in them was pointing when He

predictede the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.

Before that day, the Spirit had been at work in the world, and had from time to time ‘clothed himself” with chosen
individuals... What was then seen for the first time in history was the pouring out of spiritual blessing
on all who would receive it, as the whole people of God and every individual member of it were put in
possession of the gift of the Spirit.!

Pr. Robin: The Good Samaritan — He is challenged to ask, “To whom must I become a
neighbor?”

Pr. Michelle: The Lost Sheep — The Lost Coin — The Father and Two Sons

! Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 125). InterVarsity Press.
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LUKE 19

Luke 19:1-10 Jesus Comes to Zacchaeus’ House
[OR Jesus uses this natural occurrence to highlight spiritual life...]

19 Then Jesus entered and passed through @Jericho. 2 Now behold, there was a man
named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3 And he sought

to @see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short

stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was
going to pass that way. ® And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up wand saw
him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, vmake haste and come down, for today | must stay at
your house.” ® So he vmade haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. 7 But
when they saw it, they all scomplained, saying, ©“He has gone to be a guest with a man
who is a sinner.”

8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, | give half of my goods to
the opoor; and if | have taken anything from anyone by efalse accusation, I restore
fourfold.”

9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because ©he also

is wa son of Abraham; 19 ofor the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which
was lost.”

WHAT 1S MY GOAL IN STUDYING SCRIPTURE?

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE must always be open to refinement. All interpretations of Scripture need to be
tentatively final. They have to be final in the sense that obedience cannot wait for the disciple to read yet one more
technical article in biblical studies. At the same time, all efforts in biblical interpretation are flawed. Our interpretation

of Scripture, therefore, must never be closed to correction and revision.
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

THOUGHTS: Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (p. 397). IVP
Academic.

Jesus begins this story because HE KNOWS what the crowd wants & what the crowd is

expecting from God.
Note: Their expectation from God is based on what THEY WANT =

Plausibility structures are the social and cultural contexts that make certain beliefs and ideas
seem reasonable and believable. They are the frameworks that shape our understanding of
what is possible and probable, influencing how we interpret the world and make
judgments. These structures are often deeply ingrained and can be difficult to recognize, yet
they play a crucial role in shaping individual and collective beliefs.

[*SEE CHART]
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Each of us perceives reality through the lenses of our language, culture, history, politics,
economic theories, religion and military.
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

According to Bailey...SEVEN different filters to get to a scriptural understanding.
[Does not include sitting in the presence of the Holy Spirit?]

Write the SEVEN on White Board: Language. Culture. History. Politics. Economic theories. Religion.
Military.

We must ask ourselves when reading the Stories of Jesus, how are my Plausibility Structures affecting my
understanding. [Economic — Capitalism|MENTION AT END OF?

Running this parable through the filter of Zacchacus:
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

e Zacchaeus’ story concludes with: with Jesus saying to Zacchaeus and his friends, “Today
salvation has come to this house” (Lk 19:9).

e Jesus and his disciples were on their way to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover, which was
a joyful recollection of political liberation from Egypt.

e The phrase “today salvation has come” is dripping with apocalyptic overtones.

e If salvation has come for a hated tax collector like Zacchaeus, it surely has arrived for the
nation! Passover is the perfect time for “the day of the Lorp” (Amos 5:18) to appear.

According to N.T. teaching. ..
e The kingdom has come in Jesus Christ and it is still in the future.
e The kingdom is near and yet far off.

e Followers of Jesus will never know the timing of the coming of the kingdom of God—
and here are its signs!

The God who is, The God who was, The God who is to come

WHAT ARE MY PRECONCEIVED IDEAS ABOUT THE KINGDOM? Keep in mind as we
read:
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Luke 19:11-27 The Parable of the Minas (Matthew 25:14-30)

" Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because #1. He was near
Jerusalem and #2. because «they thought the kingdom of God would appear
immediately.

#1. He was near Jerusalem — He wanted this info to go out to a large # of people? Certain
people? Become gossip?

#2. Because wthey thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately — Confronting our
plausibility structures.

12 yTherefore He said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for
himself a kingdom and to return.

e Get used to waiting...its gonna take some time before | return.

Herod the Great made a trip to Rome in 40 B.C. seeking a Roman appointment as king,

and his son, Archelaus, made a similar journey in 4 B.C. to argue his case against his half-brother
Antipas.

Jesus used a political scene familiar to his audience as the background for this parable.

Obviously, the nobleman is confident that he will receive the kingship he seeks.

Not everyone around him agrees.
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

13S0 he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten #minas, and said to them, ‘Do
business till | come.’
e Same as Heb. minah, each worth about three months’ salary
e Free gift from the Master given to His servants.
e Matta al-Miskin suggests that the talents themselves symbolize “Faith, hope and love,
and are the vital components of the unearned salvation by grace that they had freely
received.” Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic

Till: As the nobleman gives these gifts he tells them, “Engage in trade [en ho/ I am coming back.”
The little used Greek expression en ho literally means “in which.”

It can also legitimately be translated “until,” meaning, “Engage in trade until I return.”

A third option is to read it as a causative and translate the sentence, “Engage in trade because 1
am coming back.”

English language translations have chosen the second and rendered the text “Engage in trade until

I return.”
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.
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Is this correct?

By turning en ho into a time reference (until), the whole point of the master’s command becomes:
“Get out there and do your best. You have limited time to prove yourself in the market place.
On my return I expect profits!

See how much money you can generate!

Make hay while the sun shines!”
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

14 wBut his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have
this man to reign over us.’

2.But his citizens hated him and sent an embassy after him,

saying, “We do not want this ... to reign over us.”

Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397—409). IVP
|Academic.

CONDEMNATION

15“And so it was that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he then
commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to him, that
he might know how much every man had gained by trading(?).

It is amazing to note that after the reference to the determined enemies of the nobleman, the story

continues almost as though those enemies did not exist.
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.
[IS THIS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW TO LIVE IN RESPONSE TO SPIRITUAL WARFARE?]

THE MASTER wants to know:
Diepragmateusanto (from diapragmateuomai)? [ONLY time in Greek N.T.]
“How much business has been transacted.” NOT “How much has been gained by trading”

Syriac, Coptic and...most of the Arabic versions of this text have consistently chosen the first
meaning. Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

e What would the Master want if He asked: “Show me the money.”
e What would the Master want if He asked: “How much business have you transacted?”

The primary meaning of this key word reinforces Bailey’s suggested understanding of the
master’s original charge to the servants.
A nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself

kingship and return. Calling ten of his servants he gave

them ten pounds, and said to them, “Engage in
trade/in a situation in which I am coming back/because 1 am coming back.”

Could the living of our Christians Lives OUTLOUD be an example of His assured RETURN?

Before the master departed, he challenged his servants to represent him publicly during the
uncertain time of his absence, and assured them of his return. At his homecoming he wishes to
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check the extent of their obedience to his command. Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eves: Cultural
Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

16 Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’ 17 And he
said to him, ®'Well done, good servant; because you were ofaithful in a very little, have
authority over ten cities.’

On returning, however, the master summons his servants and commends the first for being faithful,

not successful. What is the master really seeking?
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

18 And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’1® Likewise
he said to him, “You also be over five cities.’

e Faithfulness is what both servants are rewarded for.
e The reward = More S? More Privileges? NOPE. More RESPONSIBILITY.

1Corinthians 3:6-8

| planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants
is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. @ Now he who plants
and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his
own labor. (not what he produced)

If en ho is read literally, the text can be translated, “Engage in trade in a situation in which I am
coming back.” This legitimate reading renders a significantly different understanding of the entire
StOI'y. Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

I.LE. Imagine Putin informing his team that he needs to “lay low” for a few years and hands over
$25,000 from his private wealth he has accumulated with the instruction to invest it to make
more as HE IS RETURNING even though he has sooo many enemies....I will prevail and | will return.

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

20“Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which | have kept put away

in a handkerchief. 2! ®For | feared you, because you are nan austere man. You collect
what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.” 22 And he said to him, @‘Out of
your own mouth | will judge you, you wicked servant. ®You knew that | was an austere
man, collecting what | did not deposit and reaping what | did not sow. 22 Why then did
you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming | might have collected it with
interest?’

14But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign
overus. ¥

2.But his citizens hated him and sent an embassy afterhim,

saying, “We do not want this ... to reign over us.”

Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP
|Academic.

CONDEMNATION
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e This 3" servant KNEW about the citizen league that would NOT serve this King.
No matter who said he could be King. This citizen league would undermine and resist
and make life “difficult” for any follower of “the king”.

e King Herod'’s trip to Rome was successful; he received kingly power.

e His son Archelaus made the same trip and was banished.

So, whose wrath do you incur? The Maybe King or The Citizen’s league?
Whose wrath do you think will be “less” costly to you?
Where are your friends who could protect you?
Whose Loyal servant would you be?

Was the 3™ servant afraid of...
e His Master? OR Supporting the Loser over the Winner?

You collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’
Was the servant insulting His Master?
Calling him a thief?

Such a label was indeed a compliment among the Gauls. Cicero, in The Republic, writes, “The
Gauls think it disgraceful to grow grain by manual labor; and consequently they go forth armed
and reap other men’s fields.”

Returning to the Middle East, the same has been historically true of the Bedouins. If the master in
the parable is a Bedouin raider chieftain, what the unfaithful servant says about him is a high

compliment.
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.
The Babylonian Talmud records a story about King David that says:

A harp was hanging above David’s bed. As soon as midnight arrived, a north wind came and blew
upon it and it played of itself. He arose immediately and studied the Torah until the break of dawn.
After the break of dawn the wise men of Israel came in to see him and said to him: Our lord, the
King, Israel your people require sustenance! He said to them: Let them go out and make a living
one from the other. They said to him: A handful cannot satisfy a lion, nor can a pit be filled up with
its own clods. He said to them: Then go out in troops and attack [the enemy for plunder].

e King David is presented here as a pious man who studies the Torah from midnight until
dawn and at the same time recommends plundering as an acceptable economic
enterprise.

¢ In harmony with this story the unfaithful servant most certainly thinks he is offering his
master a compliment. The servant describes his master as one who plunders his
neighbors and is successful at it—he takes up what he does not lay down and reaps what
he does not sow.

But...
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If the master is a nobleman in a settled agricultural community, such language is an insult.
[This servant DOES NOT KNOW His Master at all!]

e The Disciples & Jesus and his disciples are from settled farming/fishing villages.
e The Unfaithful servant attempting to compliment and ends up INSULTING everyone.

HOW does the Master respond:
e The master observed, “You knew me [i.e., you experienced me] as a hard man ...”
e He does not admit that he is a hard man but says, “I understand that you experienced
me as a hard man.”
e The judgment he then passes on this unfaithful servant is that the servant is to be left
with the twisted view of the master that was produced by the servant’s unfaithfulness.

Passive/Aggressive Servant!!!

“I will leave you with your self-created, distorted perceptions of my nature.” says the Master
Psalm 18:25-26:

With the merciful(loyal) You will show Yourself merciful;

With a blameless man You will show Yourself blameless;

26 With the pure You will show Yourself pure;

And with the devious(crooked) You will show Yourself shrewd(twisted).

This psalm goes beyond the parable. In this instance the psalmist understands that the
communities’ attitudes and ethical behavior influence God’s revelation of himself to it. The
parable places the blame solely on the servant. The servant’s unfaithfulness produces a twisted
vision of the master. Both texts affirm that the way we live influences how we see God, which
is the unfaithful servant’s problem.

e Interest was forbidden in Jewish law. But if the nobleman was a robber he would not care.

24“And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him who
has ten minas.’ 25 (But they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) 26 ‘For | say to

you, ethat to everyone who has will be given; and from him who does not have, even
what he has will be taken away from him. 27 But bring here those enemies of mine, who
did not want me to reign over them, and slay them before me.””

e What s FAIR?
e Faithfulness produces: MORE responsibility.
e Unfaithfulness produces: LOSS.
e The Enemies are slain? Ordered to be killed? But where did they go?
In the text, however, that order is given but not carried out.
The story just stops.(See Genesis 22:1-19)
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He is thus sensitive to what it means to live in a world where the majority look at Jesus and say,
“We do not want this ... to rule over us.” As the nobleman distributes gifts to his servants, he is in
effect saying, “Once I return, having received kingly power, it will be easy to declare yourself
publicly to be my loyal servants. I am more interested in how you conduct yourselves when I

am absent and you have to pay a high price to openly identify yourself with me.”
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

Current Example:
Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

It has been my privilege to teach short courses for the Lutheran Church of Latvia. While I was at
the Luther Academy in Riga, I observed the interviewing of new students for the academy. I asked
the interviewing committee what kinds of questions they asked the applicants. They told me, “The
most important question is, ‘When were you baptized?’ ”” And I asked, “Why is the date of baptism
such an important question?” They answered, “If they were baptized during the period of Soviet
rule, they risked their lives and compromised their futures by being baptized. But if they were
baptized after liberation from the Soviets, we have many further questions to ask them about why
they want to become pastors.”

In the parable the master challenges His servants to live boldly and publicly as His servants,
using His resources, unafraid of His enemies, confident in the future as His future.
[HOW CAN WE DO THIS? ©]

Throughout history various movements have disliked THE Jesus they found in the pages of the
Gospels and have created their own.
[HOW DO WE DO THIS? ®]

LE.
e Gnostics, who preferred philosophical speculation to historical revelation. They wanted
and created a Jesus who told them to discover God within themselves.
e Docetists, did not want a Word that became flesh, so they created a “spiritual Word” that
did not become flesh.
e Islam a new Jesus was invented who claimed to be only a prophet bringing guidance and
wa rning. Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.

e GREEN TARA — ADVENTURE —  $5$$

K.E. Bailey’s Questions:

e A full ledger will reveal that the entire community knew the servant in question was his
master’s man.

e A nearly empty account book will witness to the servant’s fear of showing public loyalty
to him.

e Why has this key phrase usually been translated as, “How much did you gain by trading?”

e Has capitalism influenced the way Westerners have translated and understood this
parable?

e |s the focus of the story on profits, or is it faithfulness to an unseen master in a hostile
environment?
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Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.
In the Middle East the word rno is not an answer, it is merely a pause in the negotiations.

If a Westerner is told by his employer, “You’re fired! Clear out your desk! I want you
off of the property by 5 p.m. today!” the employee will understand that he or she is fired and
start packing at once in preparation for departure at S p.m. A traditional Middle Easterner
will listen to the same speech and conclude: “The master is clearly very upset! Hmm—I see
that I have a long negotiating process ahead of me. I must seek help from my most influential
friends. This is a very serious matter that requires immediate attention.”

In this parable the master’s command is an opening statement, no more. The story has no
concluding scene and the reader is stimulated to reflect on the unfinished symphony that is the
parable.

Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.
SUMMARY: THE PARABLE OF THE POUNDS

What theological and ethical content does this parable offer the reader?

The overall sweep of the story is a metanarrative into which the reader/listener is invited.
Jesus, the nobleman, gives gifts to his disciples for them to use in his service.
He anticipates returning to God and being enthroned.
In God’s good time he will return to his servants to deal with the faithful and the unfaithful.
Judgment is pronounced against the master’s determined enemies, but that judgment is not enacted.
Within that overarching vision, a number of ethical and theological directions are given.
Among these are the following:

1. The anticipated fullness of the coming of the kingdom of God is in the unknown future and
“it will be a while.”

2. Resources for fulfilling the master’s commands are gifts for which the servants are
accountable to the master.

3. The master’s primary expectation from his servants is courageous public faithfulness to an
unseen master in an environment where some are actively opposed to his rule.

4. Humility is appropriate in his service. The faithful servant tells the master, “Your pound has
produced ...” (rather than, “My hard work has achieved ...”).

5. The reward for faithfulness is greater responsibilities. The servant whose pound produced ten
was not given a generous pension, a paid vacation or a villa on the sea. He was appointed
ruler over ten cities.

6. A static preservation of God’s gifts is to betray the one who gives them. The servant who hid
his pound was not dismissed but instead judged unfaithful, and in the end the gift was taken
from him.

7. Unfaithfulness distorted the disobedient servant’s vision of his master. This led him to
radically misjudge his master’s nature.

8. The master’s judgment on the unfaithful servant was to leave him with distorted perceptions
of the master (created by his unfaithfulness).

9. Conscious, active, determined opposition to the master is taken very seriously. His servants
are told what those enemies deserve. The reader is not told what happens to them.

10. Jesus is clearly the generous master who expects loyalty from his followers, and in his own
good time he will make an accounting with them, to the joy of some and the disappointment
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of others. He demonstrates his generosity by passing out unearned pounds, by his generous
rewards to faithful servants and his choice to not punish or dismiss the unfaithful slave. Even
his judgment on his enemies is announced but not carried out.?

Many of the parables of Jesus are left open-ended. Does the older son agree to be reconciled with
his father in the parable of the prodigal son? We do not know. Does the wounded man taken to the
inn by the good Samaritan make it home? We are not told. Do the workers in the vineyard accept
the master as a gracious man or do they persist with their cries of “It’s not fair”?

There is no answer.

Genesis 22:1-19
Abraham’s Faith Confirmed®

22 Now it came to pass after these things that ®)God tested Abraham, and said
to him, “Abraham!”

And he said, “Here | am.”

2Then He said, “Take now your son, ©your only son Isaac, whom you ®love,
and go ®to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a (Pburnt offering on one of
the mountains of which | shall tell you.”

3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of
his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt
offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on
the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 3 And Abraham
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the Ellad and | will go yonder
and worship, and we will “)come back to you.”

® So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and Mlaid iton Isaac his son;
and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went
together. 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!”

And he said, “Here | am, my son.”

Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the Lllamb for a burnt
offering?”

2 Bailey, K. E. (2008). Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels (pp. 397-409). IVP Academic.
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8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the {lamb for a @burnt
offering.” So the two of them went together.

® Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an
altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and ®laid
him on the altar, upon the wood. ' And Abraham stretched out his hand and took
the knife to slay his son.

1 But the (WAngel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham,
Abraham!”

So he said, “Here | am.”

12 And He said, “™“Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him;
for ®now | know that you fear God, since you have not (Qwithheld your son, your
only son, from Me.”

3 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram
caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered
it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. * And Abraham called the name of
the place, [The-Lord-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of

the Lord it shall be provided.”

15Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of

heaven, 18 and said: ®“By Myself | have sworn, says the Lord, because you have
done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing |

will @bless you, and multiplying | will multiply your descendants ®as the stars of
the heaven ©)and as the sand which is on the seashore; and (Myour descendants
shall possess the gate of their enemies. '® WIn your seed all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed, “because you have obeyed My voice.” 1 So Abraham
returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to (YBeersheba;
and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.

LUKE 19:28-48 The Triumphal Entry(®

28 \When He had said this, “He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 2° wAnd it came
to pass, when He drew near to uBethphage and wBethany, at the mountain

called wOlivet, that He sent two of His disciples, 3° saying, “Go into the village

opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat.
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Loose it and bring it here. 3! And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?’ thus you
shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.””

3250 those who were sent went their way and found it just ®as He had said to
them. 33 But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, “Why are you
loosing the colt?”

34 And they said, “The Lord has need of him.” 35 Then they brought him to Jesus. ®And
they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. 36 And as He
went, manyspread their clothes on the road.

37 Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to esrejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works they had seen, % saying:

e ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!

coPeace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

39 And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your
disciples.”

40 But He answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, ethe
stones would immediately cry out.”

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and cswept over it, 4% saying, “If you had
known, even you, especially in thiseoyour day, the things that ecomake for your espeace!
But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For days will come upon you when your
enemies will @build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on
every side, 4 wand level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and «they will
not leave in you one stone upon another, @wbecause you did not know the time of your
visitation.”

Jesus Cleanses the Temple¥

45w Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those who rbought and sold in
it, 46 saying to them, “It is written, «o>'My house uis a house of prayer,’ but you have made
it a e=’den of thieves.””

47 And He cawas teaching daily in the temple. But esthe chief priests, the scribes, and

the leaders of the people sought to destroy Him, 48 and were unable to do anything; for
all the people were very attentive to eshear Him.
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