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LUKE 10:23-24 NKIJV [After the 70 returned][Mt 13:16-17]

23 Then He turned to His disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes which see
the things you see; 24 for | tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see
what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not
heard it.” SF

USF: Inclusion of the “have nots”. How could the Kings and the Prophets of God be left in the dark?

1 Peter 1:10-11 NIV

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke® of the grace that was to come to
you,® searched intently and with the greatest care, " trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ> in them was pointing when He

predictede the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.

Before that day, the Spirit had been at work in the world, and had from time to time ‘clothed himself” with chosen
individuals... What was then seen for the first time in history was the pouring out of spiritual blessing
on all who would receive it, as the whole people of God and every individual member of it were put in
possession of the gift of the Spirit.!

Jesus’ 3 point sermon:

1..The narrow door of URGENCY (LK 13:23-35)
2..The narrow door of HUMILITY (LK 14:1-24)
3..The narrow door of COMMITMENT (LK 14:25-32)

! Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (p. 125). InterVarsity Press.
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2..The narrow door of HUMILITY (LK 14:1-24)
3..The narrow door of COMMITMENT (LK 14:25-32)

1. The narrow door of URGENCY (13:23-35)
Jesus begins to communicate that His lifetime on earth is running out.
Luke 13:23 Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?”

Luke 13:22-35
22 And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward
Jerusalem. 22 Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?”

And He said to them, %4 “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, | say
to you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 2> When once the Master of the
house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock
at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,” and He will answer and say to
you, ‘1 do not know you, where you are from,’ 26 then you will begin to say, ‘We
ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ 27 But He will say,
I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you
workers of iniquity.’ 28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and
yourselves thrust out. 2° They will come from the east and the west, from the
north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. 3° And indeed there are
last who will be first, and there are first who will be last.”

C.R.

MT 17:4 " uBecause narrow is the gate and edifficult is the way which leads to life,

and there are few who find it.

MT 20:16 8 »So the last will be first, and the first last. ®Fors many are called, but

few chosen.”
It seems from 13:31 that these first two episodes (QUESTIONS ABOUT THE GALILEANS’ BLOOD
& THE HEALING OF THE INFIRMED LADY) took place one immediately after the other, though
Luke is the only evangelist to include the second of them in his Gospel. Perhaps he realized that
because of the context in which he was relating the incident of 13:23-30, the incident of the

following verses might also be included as an underlining of the same point.
Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 143—144). InterVarsity Press.

2
31 On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to Him, “Get out and
depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You.”

32 And He said to them, “Go, tell that fox, ‘Behold, | cast out demons and
perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day | shall

be lperfected.®® Nevertheless | must journey today, tomorrow, and

the day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of
Jerusalem.
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Jesus Laments over Jerusalem

34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to her! How often | wanted to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were not
willing! 3% See! Your house is left to you desolate; and Wassuredly, | say to
you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is
He who comes in the name of the Lord!’”

Luke indicates that the next four incidents all happened on the same occasion
(Compare 14:1, 7, 12, 15).

FOUR responses of Jesus to the attitudes of people at a dinner party...

1..The narrow door of URGENCY (LK 13:23-35)

2..The narrow door of HUMILITY (LK 14:1-24)
3..The narrow door of COMMITMENT (LK 14:25-32)

Luke 14:1-35nkv

L. A Man with Dropsy Healed on the Sabbath — Speaking to the Lawyers &
Pharisees.

Dropsy: In the old days, "dropsy" referred to a condition now known as edema, which is
the swelling of soft tissues due to excess fluid accumulation. It was a common term used to
describe the visible swelling caused by various underlying diseases, most notably congestive
heart failure. Historically, dropsy was associated with a poor prognosis, and treatment
focused on relieving fluid retention through methods like bloodletting and purgatives

LK14 Now it happened(one sabbath),, as He went into the house of one of the
rulers of the Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that they watched Him
closely. 2 And behold, there was a certain man before Him who had dropsy. 3 And
Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, ®)*|s it lawful to
heal on the ElSabbath?’(....it would be scandalous to do so®)

4 But they kept silent. [WHAT WOULD 1 DO?] [I know they are going to use this situation to harm
me...] And He took him and healed him, and let him go. SF® Then He answered

them, saying, ®“Which of you, having a ®ldonkey or an ox that has fallen into a
pit, will not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?”  And they could not

answer Him regarding these things.
SF — Calling out their behavior!


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2013&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25554k
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=a0f38eb77c23691f&rls=en&q=congestive+heart+failure&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiD8Pi5t-KOAxVv38kDHYKrJfUQxccNegUIswEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfCRLKusLwrmKJNTihsxAQTv8MqOUCHWlBFwQaM9JsJjNSZiNmiikL8aug0cvbLOPGnznCaP0kJdDBvYFqFQztwOA6d4C_8xLKxdz0-gqHgMDiXFnsaEPrd7AW-Ld_Jp0qg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=a0f38eb77c23691f&rls=en&q=congestive+heart+failure&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiD8Pi5t-KOAxVv38kDHYKrJfUQxccNegUIswEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfCRLKusLwrmKJNTihsxAQTv8MqOUCHWlBFwQaM9JsJjNSZiNmiikL8aug0cvbLOPGnznCaP0kJdDBvYFqFQztwOA6d4C_8xLKxdz0-gqHgMDiXFnsaEPrd7AW-Ld_Jp0qg&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=a0f38eb77c23691f&rls=en&q=bloodletting&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiD8Pi5t-KOAxVv38kDHYKrJfUQxccNegUIyAEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfCRLKusLwrmKJNTihsxAQTv8MqOUCHWlBFwQaM9JsJjNSZiNmiikL8aug0cvbLOPGnznCaP0kJdDBvYFqFQztwOA6d4C_8xLKxdz0-gqHgMDiXFnsaEPrd7AW-Ld_Jp0qg&csui=3
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25557A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25557a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25559B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25559b

m SCANDALOUS: Jesus and The Stories He Told
B Episode/Week #8 The NARROW DOOR

SOCIETY says NO...The Big Set Up:

OTHER OPTIONS:

Would you take the sick man outside first? Go home with him and heal hm there?
He has had dropsy long enough, | can heal him next week.

It was a trap. DID JESUS KNOWINGLY WALK INTO IT?
e Knowingly — YES.
e Walk into — NO. He returned the set up by letting them know He knew what they were
up to.
e JESUS ANSWERED. What question was asked?
e He spoke for the crowd that would hear later. And the servants. And those who were
not supportive of the L&P.
First,
‘Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath, or not?’ And ‘they were silent’, for neither answer would do:

‘Yes’ would brand them as law-breakers, ‘No’ would expose their heartlessness. wilcock, M. (1979).
The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 144—148). InterVarsity Press.

Second,

Arguably, Jewish law may forbid the rescue of an animal fallen into a well on the sabbath; but if
it’s your animal, says Jesus, you won’t think twice about it, will you? The law of mercy (or of self-
interest) will take precedence over the law of Moses. So much for the inflexible religious

principles to which they pay such ardent lip-service!
Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 144—148). InterVarsity Press.

(WHAT would be today’s equivalent to this question?)
e Using the scriptures to manipulate. To get your own way.
e Inconsistent belief system. One for you, one — more harsh — for others.
o Believing there is a God but completely ignoring Him/His reality.
o Believing IN Christ but not living the life OF Christ.
o Using unchristian behavior to discount, slap, berate someone but never assessing
your own behavior along the same lines.
o No patience to LEARN Scripture.
No courage to LIVE the Gospel.
o OTHER inconsistent belief symptoms:

o

Il. Take the Lowly Place - Speaking to the Guest in General

LK14” So He told a parable [a bridge between the confrontation above and the guest] t0
those who were invited, when He noted how they chose the best places, saying
to them: 8 “When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in
the best place, lest one more honorable than you be invited by him; ®and he who
invited you and him come and say to you, ‘Give place to this man,” and then you
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begin with shame to take the lowest place. 1° ©)But when you are invited, go and
sit down in the lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say
to you, ‘Friend, go up higher.” Then you will have glory in the presence of those
who sit at the table with you. ' ®For whoever exalts himself will be humbled,
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” SF -?.

e So..Hetold: Was this a “fitting” response to the framing the Pharisee’s did?
e Moral: ‘Recognition eludes those who demand it’ Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the

message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 144—148). InterVarsity Press.l
° it like to “reckon” you are saved?

e Was this lesson for the guest or the L&P?

To claim God’s approval as a right, on the grounds of one’s position in the church, or one’s
reputation in the community, or even one’s good opinion of oneself, is a positive disqualification.
There is no entry through the narrow door for the one who is laden with status symbols and a
sense of his own importance. The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 144—148). InterVarsity Press.

LK14'2 Then He also said to him who invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a
supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors,
lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. ¥ But when you give a feast,
invite Ethe poor, the Mmaimed, the lame, the blind. 1* And you will be )blessed,
because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the
just.” [Judgment seat of Christ: 2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the
Jjudgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.] SF — HIGH.

Real disinterested goodness is rare indeed; so much of what we do is coloured by the hope, if

not the intention, that it may in some way work out to our own benefit. zie Savior of the world: the
message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 144-148). InterVarsity Press.

The Scheming Christian. ..
1. given to or involved in making secret and underhanded plans.
Similar: Cunning. Crafty. Calculating. Devious. Designing. Conniving. Wily. Sly. Tricky. Artful. Guileful.
Manipulative. Machiavellian. Unscrupulous. Disingenuous. Duplicitous. Deceitful. Subtle.
Opposite: ingenuous(naive. Innocent. Simple). Honest. Artless/Guileless.
Scheming Noun 1. the activity or practice of making secret or underhanded plans.
Guileless — open, honest, sincere, innocent, unsophisticated.

"Guile" refers to cunning intelligence, particularly in deception and trickery. It can also
describe the ability to cleverly manipulate situations or people. In essence, it's the quality of
being sly and deceitful, but in a way that's skillful and perhaps even impressive



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25564C
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25565D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25565c
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus63lk?ref=Bible.Lk14.1-24&off=7771
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus63lk?ref=Bible.Lk14.1-24&off=7771
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus63lk?ref=Bible.Lk14.1-24&off=7771
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25567E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25567d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-25568F
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus63lk?ref=Bible.Lk14.1-24&off=7771
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus63lk?ref=Bible.Lk14.1-24&off=7771
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=a0f38eb77c23691f&rls=en&q=underhanded&si=AMgyJEuOnAWW0Co4MNdoFOPUEMGAHXtXbRuM_3GeTFS7Ess4Nv9u0cgGJZuU3mi0j3H2fWWJ3d3V2IjBdgb8KAg96Xa2ZgSVEsazmzCY992VMbf1tanwQq8%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUidHBzOKOAxXFLtAFHZ5dBO0QyecJegQIOhAR
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=a0f38eb77c23691f&rls=en&q=underhanded&si=AMgyJEuOnAWW0Co4MNdoFOPUEMGAHXtXbRuM_3GeTFS7Ess4Nv9u0cgGJZuU3mi0j3H2fWWJ3d3V2IjBdgb8KAg96Xa2ZgSVEsazmzCY992VMbf1tanwQq8%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjUidHBzOKOAxXFLtAFHZ5dBO0QyecJegQIOhBP

m SCANDALOUS: Jesus and The Stories He Told
B Episode/Week #8 The NARROW DOOR

Podcast

John 1:47 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, “Behold, an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!”

The danger of calculating possible rewards: Does our brain ever stop doing this?
Should it be: Keep self-calculation in check?
How often do we maneuver so things (or somethings) work out to our benefit.

“Jesus, that is the way the world works.”
Jesus replies... “Don’t expect returns! Be selfless!!!” NO HE DOES NOT REPLY THIS WAY
NO: Judgement seat of Christ, kiddos.

Humility: a modest or low view of one's own importance; humbleness. (I do not quite agree)

Webster’s 1828

HUMIL'ITY, noun [Latin humilitas.]

1. In ethics, freedom from pride and arrogance; humbleness of mind; a modest estimate
of one's own worth. In theology, humility consists in lowliness of mind; a deep sense of
one's own unworthiness in the sight of God, self-abasement, penitence for sin, and
submission to the divine will.

Before honor is humility Proverbs 15:33.

Serving the Lord with all humility of mind. Acts 20:19.

2. Act of submission.

The DEATH of jockeying for Personal Advantage

We LET God reward...

. The Parable of the Great Supper - Speaking to His Host.

Lk14'® Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these things,
he said to Him, “Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!”

e True sentiment or a crowd pleaser statement? Thoughtless. Reactive

Like that of the woman in LK11:27 27 And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain
woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You,
and the breasts which nursed You!”
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e So, what will it really be like in the Kingdom....

Lk14'® OThen He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited
many, 17 and Wsent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited,
‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ '8 But they all with one accord began to
make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and | must
go and see it. | ask you to have me excused.’ 1 And another said, ‘I have bought
five yoke of oxen, and | am going to test them. | ask you to have me

excused.’ 20 Still another said, ‘| have married a wife, and therefore | cannot
come.’ 2! So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the
master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the lmaimed

and the lame and the blind.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you
commanded, and still there is room.” 22 Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go
out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house
may be filled. 2 For | say to you®®lthat none of those men who were invited shall
taste my supper.’” SF -?.

The guests who had accepted the first invitation all found something better to do when,
according to custom, the reminder arrived on the date itself... One had a field, another some
oxen, a third his new bride; but ‘all alike’ placed the invitation to the banquet lower down their
scale of values. And to prefer anything whatever to God’s invitation is to debar oneself from entry
through the narrow door. All the preferences must go.

So it is a narrow door of humiliation by which a man reaches salvation. The guests come to
the gathering in all their finery, and Jesus strips them bare. They come to fill themselves with
good things, and he sweeps the table clean. He puts down the mighty from their thrones, and
the rich he sends empty away.

e Does the following happen after the supper?

IV. Leaving All to Follow Christ- Speaking to a multitude...

1..The narrow door of URGENCY (LK 13:23-35)
2..The narrow door of HUMILITY (LK 14:1-24)

3..The narrow door of COMMITMENT (LK 14:25-32)

LK142° Now great multitudes went with Him. (following Him out after supper?)

[Crowd eager to see the new king’s triumph & to benefit from it.]
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And He turned and said to them,

26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My
disciple. SF = Out of this world in Patriarchal society

e JESUS IS SAYING TO US=

LK14%” And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My
disciple.

e JESUS IS SAYING TO US=

LK1428 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and
count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it— 2° lest, after he has laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 3% saying,
‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’?

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand?

32 Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks
conditions of peace.

33 S0 likewise, whoever of you Rldoes not forsake all that he has cannot be My
disciple. SF — Med? High? Did other leaders require forsaking?

In the parable he tells, the guests who had accepted the first invitation all found something better
to do when, according to custom, the reminder arrived on the date itself. Zahn remarks on ‘the
diversity of their arguments and the similarity of their intention’. One had a field, another some
oxen, a third his new bride; but ‘all alike’ placed the invitation to the banquet lower down their
scale of values. And to prefer anything whatever to God’s invitation is to debar oneself from

entry through the narrow door. All the preferences must go.
Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 144—148). InterVarsity Press.

Ummm...define all.

Count the Cost = Don’t be an idiot.

How often does my faith take the back seat? (i.e. Judas)
Jesus was ‘calling not for spectators but for recruits.’

MT 19:27 2" Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all and followed
You. Therefore, what shall we have?”

e Can | say the same as Peter?
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Tasteless Salt Is Worthless'®

LK143* “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?

33t is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear!”

e Salt needs 100% commitment of salt to be salt and to stay salt.
Would you want salt that taste like mustard?

Would you want salt that taste like grass?

Would you want salt that preserves like sugar?

What characteristics would you leave out of your salt?

Crowd was eager to see the new king’s triumph, and, no doubt, to benefit from it.

The closing verses of the chapter (14:33—-35) are a summary of all the lessons Jesus has been
teaching in this section.
e Itis only he who is prepared to ‘renounce all’ who will be able to enter through that
narrow door.
e Itis no use hoping for another chance, or for a less uncomfortable stripping, or for a
less total yielding.
e You can only be a disciple if you discard all sloth, all pretensions, all reservations. That
is what it means to be a disciple.
e That (to change the metaphor) is the distinctive saltness of the salt, the thing that
makes it what it is, the discipleship which characterizes the disciples of Jesus. The time
is now. The person concerned is you, just as you are. The demand is everything.?

Footnotes

Luke 14:3 NU adds or not
Luke 14:5 NU, M son
Luke 14:11 put down
Luke 14:13 crippled

Luke 14:15 M dinner
Luke 14:21 crippled

Luke 14:35 rubbish heap
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2 Wilcock, M. (1979). The Savior of the world: the message of Luke’s gospel (pp. 144—148). InterVarsity Press.
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