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Living m the Threshold
a PLACE, a SPACE, a REALITY...
[Boundary-Gate-Door]

e The magnitude or intensity that must be exceeded for a certain reaction, phenomenon, result, or

condition to occur or be manifested. NATURAL WOVEN INTO SUPERNATURAL?)
Entrance; the place or point of entering or beginning.

¢ The point at which a physiological or psychological effect begins to be produced (has a
high threshold for pain)

e Alevel, point, or value above which something is true or will take place and below which it is not or
will not (THINGS HAPPEN IN ONE PLACE BUT NOT THE OTHER)

e Asinverge an interval of time just before the onset of something

e A BEGINNING

Dominion: Supreme (Sovereign) Authority (Reign. Jurisdiction. Control. Power. Privilege.)

As a recap: We have been talking about:
Living Spiritually in Our Natural World — Being Spiritual Beings having a
temporary physical experience

What does that look like: Living IN the threshold...

WK1: Thy Kingdom Come (PO) (Blue Tape)

WK2: Living in the Threshold (PM)

WAK3: Foundations Pt. 1 (PO)

WAK4: Foundations Pt. 2 (PO)

WAKS5: Character and The Kingdom — Christy Anderson

Next week — Prcb — The Message and The Messenger of the Kingdom
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So... This Week: The Ministry of the Kingdom
15t — some definitions...
MINISTRY?

Websters/Cambridge — Ministry: Didn’t like these — kept using the word in the definition!
1. the service, functions, or profession of a minister of religion.

the body or class of ministers of religion; clergy.

the service, function, or office of a minister of state.

the body of ministers of state.

any of the administrative governmental departments of certain countries usually under the direction of a

minister of state.

the building that houses such an administrative department.

the term of office of a minister of state.

an act or instance of ministering; ministration; service.

something that serves as an agency, instrument, or means.

ukhwn

N

Websters 1828: MIN'ISTRY, noun [Latin ministerium.] The office, duties or functions of a
subordinate agent of any kind.

from The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, 5th Edition.
o The act of serving; ministration.
e One that serves as a means; an instrumentality.
e The profession, duties, and services of a minister.
e The Christian clergy.
e The period of service of a minister.
e A governmental department presided over by a minister.
e The building in which such a department is housed.
e The duties, functions, or term of a governmental minister.
e  Governmental ministers considered as a group.

KINGDOM?
Websters 1828: KING'DOM, noun [king and dom, jurisdiction.]
1. The territory or country subject to a king; an undivided territory under the dominion of a

king or monarch. The foreign possessions of a king are not usually included in the term kingdom Thus we speak
of the kingdom of England, of France or of Spain, without including the East or West Indies.

2. The inhabitants or population subject to a king. The whole kingdom was alarmed.

3. In natural history, a division; as the animal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms.

4. A region; a tract; the place where anything prevails and holds sway; as the watery kingdom

5. In Scripture, the government or universal dominion of God. 1 Chronicles 29:11. Psalms
145:11.

6. The power of supreme administration. 1 Samuel 18:8.

7. A princely nation or state. - Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests. Exodus 19:6.

8. Heaven. Matthew 26:29.

9. State of glory in heaven. Matthew 5:3.

10. The reign of the Messiah. Mat 3.

11. Government; rule; supreme administration.
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The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, 5th Edition.

A political or territorial unit ruled by a sovereign.
The eternal spiritual sovereignty of God or Christ.
The realm of this sovereignty.

A realm or sphere in which one thing is dominant.

In the Linnean taxonomic system, the highest taxonomic category into which organisms are grouped,
based on fundamental similarities and common ancestry. One widely used taxonomic system designates
five or six such groups: animals, plants, fungi, protists, and prokaryotes (often divided into bacteria and
archaea). Other systems divide organisms into domains (eukaryotes, bacteria, and archaea) that replace
or rank above kingdoms.

One of the three main divisions (animal, vegetable, and mineral) into which natural organisms and objects
have traditionally been classified.

Putting those together:

Ministry — act of serving — duties, functions...

Kingdom — territory or country subject to a king? Heaven — reign of the Messiah — eternal
spiritual sovereignty of God or Christ...

What is the Ministry of the Kingdom? Is it here? Is it now? Is it heaven? Is it us? Is it Jesus? Are
we part of the Ministry of the Kingdom? How do we Minister? By who’s authority?

Lots and Lots of questions...

So... The Ministry of the Kingdom...

We will be discussing:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Holy Spirit — Mark 1:15

Authority for Ministry — Luke 9:1-2
Prayer and Intercession — Luke 11:2-4
Casting Out Demons — Luke 11:20
Receiving Kingdom Power — Acts 1:3-8

So... The Ministry of the Kingdom...

The Kingdom is NOW and NOT YET...
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1. The Holy Spirit — Mark 1:15
Authority for Ministry — Luke 9:1-2
Prayer and Intercession — Luke 11:2-4
Casting Out Demons — Luke 11:20
Receiving Kingdom Power — Acts 1:3-8

ik whb

All verses are NKJV

Mark 1:1-15
John the Baptist Prepares the Way
THE beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.!

2 As it is written in the Prophets:
Behold, | send My messenger before Your face,
Who will prepare Your way before You.”

3 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
*‘Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make His paths straight.” ”

4John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a *baptism of repentance for the *remission
of sins. > Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by
him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. ® Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “There
comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap | am not worthy to stoop down and
loose. 8“l indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
John Baptizes Jesus

91t came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized

by John in the Jordan. ° And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens
parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove. ! Then a voice came from heaven,
“You are My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”

Satan Tempts Jesus

121mmediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness. ** And He was there in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels
ministered to Him.

Jesus Begins His Galilean Ministry

14 Now after John *was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God, !> and saying, “The *time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent, and believe in the gospel.”?

1Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Mk 1:1.
2 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Mk 1:2-15.
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Mark 1:15 — Jesus Begins His Ministry... by the Power of the Holy Spirit — Vs 9-11

Insisted John baptize Him — not for repentance — but obedience —to set the example
Born Sinless — by the power of the Holy Spirit and sinless His whole life:
o 2 Cor5:21 - For He made Him who *knew no *sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the *righteousness of God in Him.3
The Holy Spirit descended upon Him —vs 10 — Matt 3:13-17 — Luke 3:21-23 — John 1:33
o Mark 1:10 — And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens
parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove.
Led into the wilderness
o Mark 1:12 — Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness.
He returned in the power of the Spirit
o0 Luke 4:14 — Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news
of Him went out through all the surrounding region.*
He did not attempt His ministry without the Spirit’s power
Moves into ministry: declaring the presence of God’s kingdom and manifesting its
miracles, signs, and wonders
o Luke 4:14-15 —Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and
news of Him went out through all the surrounding region. And He taught in their
synagogues, being glorified by all.
o Matthew 4:23-25 — And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the *gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of

sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout
all Syria; and they brought* to Him all sick people who were *afflicted with various diseases and
torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He *healed
them. 25 Great multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea,
and beyond the Jordan.

This pathway — the way of Jesus — points each believer to the need for Holy Spirit power,
if kingdom ministry is to be advanced through us — His church

Like Jesus —we too are “born of the Spirit”

o John 3:5-6 — Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. ® “That which is born
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the *Spirit is spirit.>

Ours is not virgin birth — BUT — Spiritual rebirth saves
Spiritual enduement (provision, transfuse, give abilities to) is needed for ministering in
KINGDOM Power

3 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), 2 Co 5:21.
4 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 4:14.
5 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Jn 3:5-6.
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e Our being declared sinless — cared for by justification in Jesus Christ

o 2 Cor 5:21 - For He made Him who *knew no *sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the *righteousness of God in Him.®

o DOES NOT qualify us for kingdom power in ministry

e Jesus acknowledged the need for His own receiving of the power of the Holy Spirit to
pursue His ministry

e DO WE NOT NEED IT MORE???

e Each one of us needs to hear His command:

o John 20:22 — And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the *Holy Spirit.”

o Luke 24”44-49 —**Then He said to them, “These are the words which | spoke to
you while | was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written
in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 4 And He
opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the *Scriptures.

46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the
Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 4’ “and that repentance
and remission* of sins should be *preached in His name to all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. * “And you are *witnesses of these things. 4° “Behold, | send the
*Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are

endued with *power from on high.”®

What is The Ministry of the Kingdom...
1. The Holy Spirit — Mark 1:15 — We know we need Him to be obedient — to walk out His
desires
. Authority for Ministry — Luke 9:1-2
Prayer and Intercession — Luke 11:2-4
Casting Out Demons — Luke 11:20
Receiving Kingdom Power — Acts 1:3-8

v R W N

Luke 9:1-2 — Sending Out the Twelve

Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all
demons, and to cure diseases. 2He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the
sick.’

6 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), 2 Co 5:21.

7 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Jn 20:22.

8 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 24:44-49.
9 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 9:1-2.
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¢ Jesus the King - His flow of power:
e He extends the delivering and benevolent rule of the kingdom of God over Hell’s works
(demon power) and human hurt (disease) to us
e The order of ministry that began with Jesus

o Luke 8:1 —Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and
village, preaching and bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the
twelve were with Him,*°

e Continues to be exercised by His disciples as He trained them for ministry:

o Luke 9:1-2 — Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power
and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. 2 He sent them to preach
the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.

e Later He will usher in the same type of ministry in the church as it spreads the gospel
message:

o Acts 2:1-4 — When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one
accord in one place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from *heaven, as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.
3Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each
of them. * And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.!

o Acts 8:4-12 — Christ Is Preached in Samaria — * Therefore those who were
scattered went everywhere preaching the word. ° Then Philip went down to the
city of Samaria and *preached Christ to them. ® And the multitudes *with one
accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles
which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many
who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.

8 And there was great joy in that city.

The Sorcerer’s Profession of Faith —° But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously
practiced sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was
someone great, 1°to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is
the great power of God.” 1 And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his
sorceries for a long time. 2 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.'?

e The Gospel is infused with and exudes confidence in the full transparency of power and
authority for ministry by Jesus to His disciples — THEN AND NOW:
o We may expect victory over the powers of darkness and their operations

10 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 8:1.
11 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Ac 2:1-4.
12 Jjack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Ac 8:4-12.

Page 7 of 14



https://ref.ly/logosres/hfordhbk?art=sub.5&off=-31856&ctx=+%0a~++KINGDOM+OF+GOD%2c+KINGDOM+OF+HEAVEN%E2%80%94Go
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Lk8.1&off=31&ctx=Minister+to+Jesus%0a8%C2%A0~Now+it+came+to+pass%2c
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Ac2.2&off=0&ctx=leading+to+action.%0a%0a~2%C2%A0And+suddenly+there
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Ac8.4&off=0&ctx=ing+them+to+prison.%0a~Christ+Is+Preached+i

THRESHOLD®

Week/Episode #6: The Ministry of the Kingdom

Podcast

Hayford, J. W., Thomas Nelson Publishers. (1995). Hayford’s Bible handbook. Thomas Nelson Publishers.

=  Luke 10:19-20 — ** “Behold, | give you the authority to trample on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and
nothing shall by any means *hurt you. 2° “Nevertheless do not rejoice in
this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your
names are written in heaven.”*3

o We are assigned to “do business” as authorized representatives of our Lord until
He returns:

» Luke 19:13 — The Parable of the Minas —* Now as they heard these
things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and
because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately.
2Therefore He said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country to
receive for himself a kingdom and to return. 3“So he called ten of his
servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business till
I come.’

o We are promised that it is the Father’s pleasure “to give” us the kingdom -

= Luke 12:32 —32“Do not *fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good

pleasure to give you the kingdom.?>
We ARE given dominion over evil — BUT — we can expect to see spiritual breakthrough to
the degree we receive AND apply that authority in prayer, preaching, teaching and
personal ministry... Whatever We/You are asked to do by Jesus
IT IS JESUS’ AUTHORITY — HE HAS GIVEN IT TO US... WE HAVE TO APPROPRIATE IT...

What is The Ministry of the Kingdom...

1.

The Holy Spirit — Mark 1:15 — We know we need Him to be obedient — to walk out His
desires

Authority for Ministry — Luke 9:1-2 — Jesus has given us the authority to do whatever
He asks of us

Prayer and Intercession — Luke 11:2-4 ABOVE - apply the authority in prayer —
what is that?

Casting Out Demons — Luke 11:20

Receiving Kingdom Power — Acts 1:3-8

13 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 10:19-20.
14 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 19:11-13.
15 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 12:32.
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Luke 11:2-4 —2So He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be
Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 3Give us day by
day our daily bread. “And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to

us. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.”1®

>

+ Jesus words — “Your Kingdom come” — more than a suggestion to pray for a distant
millennial day - for everything in His words — this prayer - it is current! It is for today!
e Not a formula for repetition BUT an outline for expansion:
Write on the board - ???
Worship is to be longer than a sentence
Petitions are not confined to bread
Forgiveness to be requested in specifics — NOT generalities

o O O O

Prayer for the entry of God’s kingdom into present earthborn situations is not
accomplished in a momentary utterance
e The verb mood and tense of “your kingdom come” essentially says “Father, let Your
kingdom come here and now!”
e This is our conversation with Jesus — it is current! It is for today!
¢ Prayerful intervention is called intercession — we are ALL intercessors
e Motivation occurs when we recognize the importance Jesus placed on prayer in helping
us serve in our roles as “kingdom administrators”
e Without the intervention of God’s kingdom rule through prayer, earth’s circumstances
will succumb to inevitable consequences
e Earthly scenes — OUR scenes — of need — MUST be penetrated by God’s “will as here as
in heaven”
e Either the weakness of man’s rule — the flesh — or the viciousness of the devils works will
prevail
e God’s power ALONE can change things AND bring heaven’s rule — kingdom instead — and
the honor and the glory for the prayer’s answers are HIS AND HIS ALONE!
e HOWEVER: THE PRAYING IS OURS TO DO!!!
o UNLESS we ask for the intervention of His kingdom
o AND obey His prayer lessons
o NOTHING will change
e ALL Kingdom ministry begins with — is sustained by — and will triumph through prayer!
e Does this mean we get the answers we want all the time??? NO!
e Does this mean HE answers all the time??? YES!!!

16 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 11:2-4.
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What is The Ministry of the Kingdom...
1. The Holy Spirit — Mark 1:15 — We know we need Him to be obedient — to walk out His
desires
2. Authority for Ministry — Luke 9:1-2 — Jesus has given us the authority to do whatever
He asks of us
3. Prayer and Intercession — Luke 11:2-4 — We apply the authority in and through prayer

5. Receiving Kingdom Power — Acts 1:3-8

Luke 11:14-20 — And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the demon
had gone out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled. > But some of them said, “He
casts out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” ¢ Others, testing Him, sought from
Him a sign from heaven.
17But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is
brought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls. 18 “If Satan also is divided
against himself, how will his kingdom stand? Because you say | cast out demons by Beelzebub.
B “And if | cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they
will be your judges. 2 “But if | cast out demons with the finger of God, surely the kingdom of
God has come upon you.'’
¢+ Jesus indicates that one signal of a true ministry of the kingdom includes the casting out of
demons.
¢ He models this in His ministry and promises it as a normal part of the preaching of the
gospel of the kingdom:

e Mark 16:14-18 — Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He
*rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those
who had seen Him after He had risen. 1> And He said to them, “Go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature. ** “He who believes and is baptized will be
saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. ¥’ “And these signs will
follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak
with new tongues; 2 “they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it
will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”!8

He also balances this aspect of ministry for His disciples

e Luke 10:17-20 — Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons
are subject to us in Your name.” 8 And He said to them, “| saw Satan fall like
lightning from heaven. 1° “Behold, | give you the authority to trample on serpents

17 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 11:14-20.
18 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Mk 16:14-18.
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and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means
*hurt you. 2° “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you,
but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”?°
e They at first were amazed to experience such power — Luke 10:17 “Lord, even the
demons are subject to us in Your name” (Luke 10:17).
e While affirming the place and value of this ministry
o BAnd He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.
13“Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means *hurt
you
e Jesus still reminds them of a foundational truth. Power over demons is not the
central reason for rejoicing; rather, their salvation has registered them as heaven’s
representatives.

20 “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but

”20

@
rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.
e That is the real grounds for authority in the spiritual realm.

What is The Ministry of the Kingdom...
1. The Holy Spirit — Mark 1:15 — We know we need Him to be obedient — to walk out His
desires
2. Authority for Ministry — Luke 9:1-2 — Jesus has given us the authority to do whatever
He asks of us
3. Prayer and Intercession — Luke 11:2-4 — We apply the authority in and through prayer
4. Casting Out Demons — Luke 11:20 — A normal part of the kingdom

5. Receiving Kingdom Power — Acts 1:3-8

Acts 1:1-8 — The former account | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and
teach, 2until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given
commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 3to whom He also presented Himself
alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. Luke is writing a little history vs 1-3

The Holy Spirit Promised

4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the *Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from
Me; > “for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not

19 Jjack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 10:17-20.
20 Jjack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Lk 10:17-20.
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many days from now.” ® Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying,
“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for
you to know times or *seasons which the Father has put in His own *authority. & “But you shall
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”?!

Jesus presented post-Resurrection teaching about the kingdom of God:

e Acts 1:3 —to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible
proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to
the kingdom of God.

e His disciples asked if now—with the Cross behind—the ultimate messianic kingdom
would come.

o Acts 1:6-8 — ®Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying,
“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them,
“It is not for you to know times or *seasons which the Father has put in His own
*authority. 8 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.”??

e With those words, He makes three points:

o (1) The Holy Spirit is the PERSON AND the power by which assistance and
ability are given for serving, for sharing the life and power of God’s kingdom
with others.

o (2) The Holy Spirit’s power must be “received”; it is not an automatic
experience.

= As surely as the Holy Spirit indwells each believer

e Romans 8:9 — But you are not in the flesh but in the *Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not
have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.?3

= So surely will He fill and overflow each who receives the Holy Spirit in
childlike faith.

e John 7:37-39 — On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me
and drink. 3 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 3° But this He spoke
concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive;

21 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Ac 1:1-8.
22 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Ac 1:1-8.
23 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Ro 8:9.
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for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified.?*
o (3) When the Holy Spirit fills you, you will know it.
= Jesus said it and the disciples found it true

e Acts 1:4-5 — And being assembled together with them, He
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for
the *Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard
from Me; ° “for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”?®

e Acts 2:1-4 — When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were
all with one accord in one place.?® 2 And suddenly there came a
sound from *heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the
whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.?’

= Have you received the Holy Spirit?

e Acts 19:1-6 — Paul at Ephesus — And it happened, while Apollos
was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper
regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to
them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So
they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is
a Holy Spirit.” 3And he said to them, “Into what then were you
baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” # Then Paul said,
“John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the
people that they should believe on Him who would come after
him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” > When they heard this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. ® And when Paul had laid
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke
with tongues and prophesied.?®

= You may, for the promise is as fully yours today as at any time in the
past

e Acts 2:38-39 — Then Peter said to them, “Repent, * and let every
one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the

24 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Jn 7:37-39.
25 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Ac 1:4-5.
26 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Ac 2:1.

27 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Ac 2:2-4.
28 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Ac 19:1-6.
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remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
39 “For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who
are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”?®

Jeremy Camp — Same Power

What is The Ministry of the Kingdom...

1. The Holy Spirit — Mark 1:15 — We know we need Him to be obedient — to
walk out His desires

2. Authority for Ministry — Luke 9:1-2 — Jesus has given us the authority to do
whatever He asks of us

3. Prayer and Intercession — Luke 11:2-4 — We apply the authority in prayer

4. Casting Out Demons — Luke 11:20

5. Receiving Kingdom Power — Acts 1:3-8 — Jesus taught that we need the
person of the Holy Spirit AND the power of the Holy Spirit to live out the
Ministry of the Kingdom

29 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles,
2002), Ac 2:38-39.
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