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Living JI¥l the Threshold
a PLACE, a SPACE, a REALITY...
[Boundary-Gate-Door]

¢ The magnitude or intensity that must be exceeded for a certain reaction, phenomenon, result, or
condition to occur or be manifested. (NATURAL WOVEN INTO SUPERNATURAL?)
Entrance; the place or point of entering or beginning.
e The point at which a physiological or psychological effect begins to be produced (has a
high threshold for pain)

e Alevel, point, or value above which something is true or will take place and below which it is not or
will not (THINGS HAPPEN IN ONE PLACE BUT NOT THE OTHER)

e Asinverge an interval of time just before the onset of something

e A BEGINNING

e Dominion: Supreme (Sovereign) Authority (Reign. Jurisdiction. Control. Power.
Privilege.)

We have been talking about:
Living Spiritually in Our Natural World — Being Spiritual Beings having a
temporary physical experience

What does that look like: Living IN the threshold...
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This Week: The Message, The Messenger, & The Moment of the Kingdom

Z Lorinthians 5: 14-2/

/4 Far the lave of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if Une died for all, then all died- 15 and He died for 3l that those
wha live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again./6 Therefare, fram now on, we
regard no one according to the flesh. Fven though we fhiave known Lhrist according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no
longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Lhrist, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become
new. I8 Now all things are of bod who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Lhrist and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation, /9 that is, that bod was in Lhrist reconciling the world to Himself not imputing their trespasses to them, and has
committed ta us the word of reconciliation. 2l Now then, we are ambassadars far Lhrist as though God were pleading

through us: we implore you on Lhrist's behalf: be reconciled to Gad. 2/ Far He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him.

This is good news.
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The Message, Messenger & Moment of the Kingdom

I. THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM [the gift we must share]
1 Cor 9:19b and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
A. Gospel-what’s the Gospel?

GOSPEL—the joyous Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ. The Greek word translated as
gospel means “a reward for bringing good news” or simply “good news.” In Isaiah 40:9, the
prophet proclaimed the “good tidings” that God would rescue His people from captivity. In His
first sermon in Nazareth, Jesus used a passage from the Old Testament to characterize the spirit
of His ministry: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the
poor” (Luke 4:18).

The gospel is not a new plan of salvation; it is the fulfillment of God’s eternal plan of
salvation which was conceived before time, established in Abraham’s seed (Israel), completed
in Jesus Christ, and now made known by the living church.

The gospel is the saving work of God in His Son Jesus Christ and a call to faith in Him (Rom.
1:16-17). Jesus is more than a messenger of the gospel; He is the gospel. The Good News of
God was incarnate in His life, teaching, and atoning death. Therefore, the gospel is both a
historical event and a personal relationship. (Also see Gospel of the Kingdom; Kingdom of
God.)?

GOSPEL, gos'pel (t0 svayyéAov, to euaggélion): The word “gospel” is derived from the AS
word which meant “the story concerning God.”

e Inthe NTthe Gr word euaggelion, means “good news.” It proclaims tidings of deliverance.
The word sometimes stands for the record of the life of Our Lord (Mk 1:1), embracing all
His teachings, as in Acts 20:24.

e Butthe word “gospel” now has a peculiar use, and describes primarily the message which
Christianity announces. “Good news” is its significance.

e [t means a gift from God.

e |t is the proclamation of the forgiveness of sins and sonship with God restored through
Christ.

e It means remission of sins and reconciliation with God. LIBERATION FROM SLAVERY

e The gospel is not only a message of salvation, but also the instrument through which the
Holy Spirit works (Rom 1:16).

The gospel differs from the law in being known entirely from revelation. It is proclaimed in all
its fulness in the revelation given in the NT. It is also found, although obscurely, in the OT. It
begins with the prophecy concerning the ‘seed of the woman’ (Gen 3:15), and the promise

1Jack W. Hayford, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Hayford’s Bible Handbook (Nashville, TN; Atlanta, GA; London; Vancouver:
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995).
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concerning Abraham, in whom all the nations should be blessed (Gen 12:3; 15:5) and is also
indicated in Acts 10:43 and in the argument in Rom 4.

In the NT the gospel never means simply a book, but rather the message which Christ and His
apostles announced. In some places it is called “the gospel of God,” as, for example, Rom 1:1; 1
Thess 2:2,9; 1 Tim 1:11. In others it is called “the gospel of Christ” (Mk 1:1; Rom 1:16; 15:19; 1
Cor 9:12, 18; Gal 1:7). In another it is called “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24); in
another “the gospel of peace” (Eph 6:15); in another “the gospel of your salvation” (Eph 1:13);
and in yet another “the glorious gospel” (2 Cor 4:4 AV).

The gospel is Christ: He is the subject of it, the object of it, and the life of it. It was preached
by Him (Mt 4:23; 11:5; Mk 1:14; Lk 4:18 m), by the apostles (Acts 16:10; Rom 1:15; 2:16; 1 Cor
9:16) and by the evangelists (Acts 8:25).

e We must note the clear antithesis [opposite, inverse] between the law and the gospel.

o Thedistinction between the two is important because, as Luther indicates, it contains
the substance of all Christian doctrine. “By the law,” says he, “nothing else is meant
than God’s word and command, directing what to do and what to leave undone, and
requiring of us obedience of works.

o Butthe gospelis such doctrine of the word of God that neither requires our works nor
commands us to do anything, but announces the offered grace of the forgiveness of
sin and eternal salvation. Here we do nothing, but only receive what is offered through
the word.”

The gospel, then, is the message of God, the teaching of Christianity, the redemption in and by
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, offered to all mankind. And as the gospel is bound
up in the life of Christ, His biography and the record of His works, and the proclamation of what
He has to offer, are all gathered into this single word, of which no better definition can be given
than that of Melanchthon: “The gospel is the gratuitous promise of the remission of sins for
Christ’s sake.” To hold tenaciously that in this gospel we have a supernatural revelation is in
perfect consistency with the spirit of scientific inquiry. The gospel, as the whole message and
doctrine of salvation, and as chiefly efficacious for contrition, faith, justification, renewal and
sanctification, deals with facts of revelation and experience.

DAVID H. BAUSLIN?

Luke 107-20

17 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “lord, even the demons are subject to us in Vour name.” 18 And He said to
them, ‘1 saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behald | give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 2l Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that
the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”

B. The Gospel Provokes a RESPONSE:
1. THE CALLTO ALL:
a. Call to Salvation-Repentance [the entrance into the
Kingdom]

2 David H. Bauslin, “Gospel,” in The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, ed. James Orr et al. (Chicago: The Howard-
Severance Company, 1915), 1281.
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Serving transcends mere obligation and is fundamentally about putting others’ needs before one’s
own.

Servanthood involves prioritizing others’ needs regardless of circumstances, with the understanding
that God places us in various environments to genuinely care about people’s dreams, hopes, and
hurts.

True significance is found not in serving oneself, but in serving others.

Jesus exemplified this by redefining leadership through serving, providing a clear model for others to
followt.

A powerfulillustration of this principle is a bedridden woman who, despite her illness, found
innovative ways to serve—telephoning church members, inviting young people to her bedside, and
even leading seven people to Christ—demonstrating that serving is not limited by physical
constraints.

Ultimately, serving is not just about activities, but an expression of life presented to God, characterized
by sacrifice, devotion, and worship.

Kris Den Besten and Kris Den Besten, Shine: 5 Principles for a Rewarding Life (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image,
2011). [See here, here.]

2
3

Dan Britton and Jimmy Page, Daily Wisdom for Men: A 365-Day Devotional (BroadStreet Publishing Group, LLC, 2024), 312.
T.T. Crabtree, The Zondervan 2026 Pastor’s Annual: An Idea and Resource Book (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Reflective,

2025), 229.

2. THEICALLTO SOME: Vocational Miinistry-different than the

call to all Christians to serve & minister

a. [lor[7-28- 77 Now you are the body of Christ and members individually.
28 And biod has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second
praphets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, hejps,
administrations, varigties of tongues.

b Ephesians 40-15- I And He Himself gave some to be aposties, some
praphets, some evangelists, and some pastars and teachers, IZ for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, far the edifying of the body
of Lhrist, 13 till we all come to the umity of the faith and of the knowledge of
the Son of bod, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness af Lhrist:

I. THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM-we have good news to share-a gift that provokes a
response.

II. THE MESSENGER OF THE KINGDOM

I1l. THE MOMENT OF THE KINGDOM

-if you love Jesus, you’ve been ENTRUSTED with His message of Freedom
and Relationship. Who do we need to be to communicate that eternity
changing message well?

A.  IDENTITY: Child of God New Birth (John 3:1-5)
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John 34 Jesus answered “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter the kingdom of
bod,

1. BIRTHRIGHT (71733, bekhorah). The special privileges granted to a firstborn son (Gen
25:33; 1 Chr 5:1; 2 Chr 21:3). The concept may be implied or intended in the New
Testament (with the usage of mpwtdtOKOC, prototokos; in Rom 8:29; Col 1:18; Heb 1:4—
6). For further information, see this article: Inheritance.’

2. INHERITANCE: The portion of possessions that transfers to an heir upon the owner’s
death.
Ephesians I1-17

N In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him wha works all things
according to the counsel of His will IZ that we who first trusted in Lhrist should be to the praise of His glory.

The Old Testament presents inheritance principally in the context of legal dealings concerning
property. It also applies these basic ideas to the theological statements of the land as Israel’s
inheritance and Israel as God’s inheritance.

The New Testament deals with inheritance largely as the promised eternal kingdom of God
shared by those called by grace.

New Testament
The basic premise of inheritance presented in the Old Testament informs New Testament
usage. In the New Testament, God’s eternal kingdom became the promised inheritance of all
the redeemed (Heb 9:15).

New Testament writers vary in their identification of the inheritance of the redeemed:

(Luke 10:25-28) “Eternal life”

(Mark 10:17-25; Luke 18:18-25) “kingdom of God”
(Heb 1:14) “Salvation”

(1 Pet 3:7) “The grace of life”

However, the principal view throughout the New Testament is that God, in His grace (Acts
20:32), redeems by “the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5 ESV)
poured out in the blood of Jesus Christ (Eph 1:7) and His resurrection from the dead (1 Pet 1:3—
4).

Those redeemed by God’s grace—whether Jews, Gentiles, or women (who were a lower
class in the time)—become in Christ heirs of God (Eph 3:6; 1 Pet 3:7; Gal 4:4-7). As fellow heirs
with Christ, they gain a share in an “imperishable, undefiled, and unfading” inheritance kept
in heaven by God (1 Pet 1:4 ; Rom 8:17). Conversely, the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God (1 Cor 6:9-11; Gal 5:19-21; Eph 5:5). Through the incarnation, death, burial,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Christians become rightful heirs to a kingdom which is fully
realized only in God’s eternal reign (Heb 11:9-10; 1 Pet 1:4-5).

Here is what scripture tells us about who we are when we’re in a relationship with

Jesus:

3 John D. Barry et al., eds., “Birthright,” in The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).
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I am accepted...

[ohn 1:12 T am God’s child.

[ohn 15:15 As a disciple, I am a friend of Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:1 I have been justified.

1 Corinthians 6:17 I am united with the Lord, and I am one with Him in spirit.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 I have been bought with a price and I belong to God.

1 Corinthians 12:27 T am a member of Christ’s body.

Ephesians 1:3-8 I have been chosen by God and adopted as His child.
Colossians 1:13-14 I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins.

Colossians 2:9-10 I am complete in Christ.

Hebrews 4:14-16 I have direct access to the throne of grace through Jesus Christ.

I am secure...
Romans 8:1-2 I am free from condemnation.

Romans 8:28 I am assured that God works for my good in all circumstances.
Romans 8:31-39 I am free from any condemnation brought against me and I cannot be

separated from the love of God.
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 I have been established, anointed and sealed by God.
Colossians 3:1-4 I am hidden with Christ in God.

Philippians 1:6 I am confident that God will complete the good work He started in me.

Philippians 3:20 I am a citizen of heaven.

2 Timothy 1:7 I have not been given a spirit of fear but of power, love and a sound mind.
1 John 5:18 I am born of God and the evil one cannot touch me.

I am significant...

[ohn 15:5 Iam a branch of Jesus Christ, the true vine, and a channel of His life.

[ohn 15:16 I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit.

1 Corinthians 3:16 I am God’s temple.

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 I am a minister of reconciliation for God.

Ephesians 2:6 I am seated with Jesus Christ in the heavenly realm.
Ephesians 2:10 I am God’s workmanship.
Ephesians 3:12 I may approach God with freedom and confidence.

Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me.

Freedom in Christ Ministries.

B. CITIZEN of this Kingdom-rights & responsibilities

Phil 320 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ
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CITIZEN, CITIZENSHIP Officially recognized status in a political state bringing certain rights and
responsibilities as defined by the state. Paul raised the issue of citizenship by appealing to his
right as a Roman citizen (Acts 16:37; 22:26—-28). Roman citizenship rights were first formulated
in the Valerian Law at the founding of the Roman Republic in 509 B.c., but citizenship rights
changed as Roman governments changed. In NT times the definition came in the Julian Law
passed near 23 B.C.

e Becoming a Citizen Roman citizenship could be gained in several ways: birth to Roman
parents, including birth to a Roman woman without regards to identity of the father;
retirement from the army; being freed from slavery by a Roman master; buying freedom
from slavery; being given citizenship by a Roman general or emperor as an individual or
as part of a political unit; purchase of citizenship. Paul was born a citizen, but how his
family gained citizenship we do not know.

e Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities A citizen became liable for Roman property taxes
and municipal taxes. A citizen had the right to vote in Rome, though different social
classes had different rights at this point. A citizen became a member of a Roman tribe. A
citizen was promised a fair trial without certain forms of harsh punishment. A citizen could
not be executed without a trial and would not be crucified except by order of the
emperor. A citizen could appeal to Caesar and had to be taken to Rome for trial. Paul
made use of these rights as he faced opposition and persecution (Acts 16:37; 25:11).*

C. AMBASSADOR-functionary on behalf of another

2 Larin 5: 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Lhrist. as though bod were pleading through us: we implore you an Christ’s behalf
be reconciled to bod

AMBASSADOR (Heb. sir, one who goes on an “errand”; Ids, “interpreter”; mal-ak, “messenger”).
The isolated position of ancient Israel rendered comparatively unnecessary the employment of
ambassadors, although examples are afforded of the employment of such functionaries. They do
not seem to have known of “ministers resident” at a foreign court, all the embassies of which we
read being “extraordinary.” David sent ambassadors to Hanun, king of the Ammonites, to
congratulate him upon his accession to the throne (2 Sam. 10:2), and Hiram sent them to
Solomon for a like purpose (1 Kings 5:1). Toi, king of Hamath, sent his son Joram to David “to
greet him and bless him” after his victory over Hadadezer (2 Sam. 8:10). Ambassadors were also
sent to protest against a wrong (Judg. 11:12), to solicit favors (Num. 20:14), and to contract
alliances (Josh. 9:3-6).

Ambassadors were not considered as representing the person of the sovereign according to
present thought, but rather as distinguished and privileged messengers, and their dignity was
rather that of heralds (2 Sam. 10:1-5). More frequent mention is made of them after Israel came
to have relations with Syria, Babylon, etc. They were usually men of high rank. The word occurs
once in the NT (2 Cor. 5:20, Gk. presbeud, to be a “senior”).”

2 Lor 5:/6a Therefare, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh.

D. MESSENGER OF RECONCILIATION

4 Chad Brand et al., eds., “Citizen, Citizenship,” in Holman lllustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 305.
5 Merrill Frederick Unger et al., The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1988).
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2 bor 5:8 Now all things are of bod. wha has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ and has given us the ministry
of reconciliation,

a. Working to reconcile people to God
b. Working to reconcile people to others

E. PRIESTHOOD-intercede between Man and God

! Peter 7:5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, & holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to bod through Jesus Christ.

! Peter 7- 8§ But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood. a hioly nation, His own special peaple, that you may
prociaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light: Il who once were not a people but are
now the peaple of bod who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

If! love Jesus, as messenger of the Kingdom...
e How do| behave toward others to present His gift of the gospel since | am God's child?
e  What does living in the Threshold as a completely accepted and secure person, not looking to others to fill those
needs and can freely offer the gift of His kingdom to others, ook like?
What does living as a Citizen of the Kingdom look like at the Grocery store?
How are we Ambassadors of Christ at vating time?
What does the ministry of reconciliation ook like at the Thanksgiving table?
As a part of the holy priesthood, does my prayer life include intercession on behalf of others?

THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM-we have good news to share-a gift that provokes a

response.

II. THE MESSENGER OF THE KINGDOM-we get the privilege of representing Jesus and living
in the resources He provided for us.

[Il. THE MOMENT OF THE KINGDOM

Il THE MOMENT OF THE KINGDOM: The Church Age and The Age to Come
/ Thessalonians 5:1-1)
\But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that | should write to you. |2 For you yourselves
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night |3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then
sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.[4|But you,
brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should avertake you as a thief: z/ are all sons of light and sons of the day.
We are not of the night nor of darkness. |5 Therefore let us not sleep, as others|do) but let us watch and be sober. /For
those who slegp, slegp at night and those who get drunk are drunk at night |8 But let us who are of the day be sober,
putting on the breastolate of faith and love, 5/70’@ a helmet the hope of salvation. |4 For bod did not appoint us to wrath, but
ta obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Lhrist 1] wha died for us, that whether we wake or slegp, we should live
tagether with Him.

Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you alsao are doing.

This is the Church Age-our time to share.
How are we doing with that?
Asking the Lord for the enablement of the Holy Spirit.
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There is an Age to Come-the time for sharing will be over, that opportunity done.

Does knowing that bring to mind anything that could be done differently to
prioritize God’s priorities?

Matthew B:31-33

31 "Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?' or ‘What shall we drink? or ‘What shall we wear?' 32 For after all

these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

I. THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM-we have good news to share-a gift that provokes a
response.

II. THE MESSENGER OF THE KINGDOM-we get the privilege of representing Jesus and living
in the resources He provided for us.

[ll. THE MOMENT OF THE KINGDOM-now is the time.

Page 9 of 9



