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9/10 – PO Thy Kingdom 
come 
9/17 – PM Living IN the 
Threshold 
9/24 – Foundation.1 
10/1 - PO 

10/8 - Christy 
10/15 - PM 
10/22 - PR 
10/29 - PO 
11//5 - PO 

11/12 - PO 
11/19 - PO 
11/26 - Thanks 
12/3 - Advent 

12/10 - Party 
12/17 - OFF 
12/24 - OFF 
12/31 - OFF

 
WHAT is a  •THRESHOLD• ? 

 

Living  •IN• the Threshold 
a PLACE, a SPACE, a REALITY… 
[Boundary-Gate-Door] 
 

• The magnitude or intensity that must be exceeded for a certain reaction, phenomenon, result, or 
condition to occur or be manifested. (NATURAL WOVEN INTO SUPERNATURAL?) 

Entrance; the place or point of entering or beginning.  
• The point at which a physiological or psychological effect begins to be produced  
• A level, point, or value above which something is true or will take place and below which it is not or 

will not (THINGS HAPPEN IN ONE PLACE BUT NOT THE OTHER) 
• As in verge an interval of time just before the onset of something  
• A BEGINNING 

Dominion:  Supreme (Sovereign) Authority (Reign. Jurisdiction. Control. Power. Privilege.) 

 
•THRESHOLD• 

THE ROLE OF CONFLICT IN THE KINGDOM 

PUT some VERSES ON BOARD 

 
Merriam Webster CONFLICT: 

NOUN: FIGHT, BATTLE, WAR 
2a: competitive or opposing action of incompatibles : antagonistic state or action (as of divergent 
ideas, interests, or persons) 
2b : mental struggle resulting from incompatible or opposing needs, drives, wishes, or external or 
internal demands 
VERB: intransitive verb (characterized by not having or containing a direct object) 
1.  to be different, opposed, or contradictory : to fail to be in agreement or accord 
2.  archaic : to contend in warfare 

 
Websters 1828 CONFLICT, noun [Latin , to strike, to flog, to lick.] 
1. A striking or dashing against each other, as of two moving bodies in opposition; violent 
collision of substances; as a conflict of elements, or waves; a conflict of particles in ebulltion. 
 

2. A fighting; combat, as between men, and applicable to individuals or to armies; as, 
the conflict was long and desperate. 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hfordhbk?art=sub.5&off=-31856&ctx=+%0a%7E++KINGDOM+OF+GOD%2c+KINGDOM+OF+HEAVEN%E2%80%94Go
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=aa04d796f8c6ba14&rls=en&q=manifested&si=AMgyJEsoxf1x3izMIRdcfaP2O5eHKMHly73ECURjzxGQF4II86KpMUhSapFS5flJO4h889pSKizyi2Oby6cpTd_pU3nDR-vJ63JM3asmeW-EgWG1UyFRCdc%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiy76Hm88uPAxVpjokEHTp7EL4QyecJegQIKRBs
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/physiological
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/psychological
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fight
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/battle
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/war
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/incompatible
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intransitive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contend
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3. Contention; strife; contest. 
4. Struggling with difficulties; a striving to oppose, or overcome. 
5. A struggling of the mind; distress; anxiety.  Colossians 2:1 
 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those [believers] 
at [a]Laodicea, and for all who [like yourselves] have never seen me face to face. 

6. The last struggle of life; agony; as the conflict with death. 
7. Opposing operations; countervailing action; collision; opposition. 
CONFLICT, verb intransitive 

1. To strike or dash against; to meet and oppose, as bodies driven by violence; as conflicting 
waves or elements. 
2. To drive or strike against, as contending men, or armies; to fight; to contend with violence; as 
conflicting armies. 
3. To strive or struggle to resist and overcome; as men conflicting with difficulties. 
4. To be in opposition or contradictory. 

CONFLICT and the KINGDOM 
 

1.   Earth’s Evil “Ruler” – Luke 4:14-32 
2.   Taking it by Force – Matthew 11:12 
3.   Grounds of Authority – Colossians 2:13-15 
4.   Pressing In – Luke 16:16 
5.   Suffering, Tribulations – Acts 14:21-22 

 

CONFLICT and the KINGDOM 
[There is an enemy, he hates us & we are living in his world.] 

 
CONFLICT due to: 

18.   Earth’s Evil “Ruler” (Luke 4:14–32).  
Jesus’ Public Ministry 
14 Then Jesus went back to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and the news about Him 
spread through the entire region. 15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and 
was praised and glorified and honored by all. 
16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He 
entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 
was written, 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hfordhbk?art=sub.5&off=-31856&ctx=+%0a%7E++KINGDOM+OF+GOD%2c+KINGDOM+OF+HEAVEN%E2%80%94Go
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29496a
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18  
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me (the Messiah), 
Because He has anointed Me to preach the good news to the poor. 
He has sent Me to announce release (pardon, forgiveness) to the captives, 
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set free those who are oppressed (downtrodden, bruised, crushed by tragedy), 
19  
to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord [the day when salvation and the favor of God 
abound greatly].” 

20 Then He rolled up the scroll [having stopped in the middle of the verse], gave it back 
to the attendant and sat down [to teach]; and the eyes of all those in the synagogue 
were [attentively] fixed on Him. 21 He began speaking to them: “Today this Scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing and in your presence.” 22 And [as He continued on] they all 
were speaking well of Him, and were in awe and were wondering about the words of 
grace which were coming from His lips; and they were saying, “Is this not Joseph’s 
son?” 23 So He said to them, “You will no doubt quote this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, 
heal Yourself! Whatever [miracles] that we heard were done [by You] in Capernaum, do 
here in Your hometown as well.’”24 Then He said, “I assure you and most solemnly say 
to you, no prophet is welcome in his hometown. 25 But in truth I say to you, there were 
many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was closed up for three years 
and six months, when a great famine came over all the land; 26 and yet Elijah was not 
sent [by the Lord] to a single one of them, but only to Zarephath in the land of Sidon, to 
a woman who was a widow.27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha 
the prophet; and not one of them was cleansed [by being healed] except Naaman the 
Syrian.” 28 As they heard these things [about God’s grace to these two Gentiles], the 
people in the synagogue were filled with a great rage; 29 and they got up and drove Him 
out of the city, and led Him to the crest of the hill on which their city had been built, in 
order to hurl Him down the cliff. 30 But passing [miraculously] through the crowd, He 
went on His way. 

31 Then He came down [from the hills of Nazareth] to Capernaum, a city of Galilee [on 
the shore of the sea], and He was teaching them on the Sabbath; 32 and they were 
surprised [almost overwhelmed] at His teaching, because His message was [given] with 
authority and power and great ability. 

As Jesus confronts Satan, He dramatically exposes the Adversary’s relationship to this present 

world. Note the significance in Satan’s offer to Jesus of “all the kingdoms of the world.” Here 

we see the Adversary as administrator of the curse on this planet, a role he has held since 

man’s dominion was lost and forfeited at the Fall. Because of this, Jesus does not contest the 

devil’s right to make that offer of this world’s kingdoms and glory, but He pointedly denies the 

terms for their being gained. Jesus knows He is here to regain and ultimately win them, but He 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hfordhbk?art=sub.5&off=-31856&ctx=+%0a%7E++KINGDOM+OF+GOD%2c+KINGDOM+OF+HEAVEN%E2%80%94Go
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will do so on the Father’s terms, not the Adversary’s. Still, the present world systems are largely 

grounded by the limited but powerful and destructive rule of the one Jesus calls “the ruler of 

this world”  

(John 12:31 
31 Now judgment is upon this world [the sentence is being passed]. Now the ruler of this 
world (Satan) will be cast out. 

John16:30).  
30 Now we know that You know all things, and have no need for anyone to question 
You; because of this we believe [without any doubt] that you came from God.” 

Understanding these facts, we are wise not to attribute to God anything of the disorder of our 
confused, sin-riddled, diseased, tragedy-ridden, and tormented planet. “This present evil age”  

(Gal. 1:4) “lies under the sway of the wicked one”  

(1 John 5:19). 19 We know [for a fact] that we are of God, and the whole world [around us] 
lies in the power of the evil one [opposing God and His precepts]. 

But Jesus also said that Satan’s rule “will be cast down,” and that he “has nothing in Me,” that 
is, no control over Christ or Christ’s own. “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world”  

(1 John 4:4). 4 Little children (believers, dear ones), you are of God and you belong to 
Him and have [already] overcome them [the agents of the antichrist]; because He who 
is in you is greater than he (Satan) who is in the world [of sinful mankind]. 

 
CONFLICT response of: 

19.   Taking It by Force (Matt. 11:12).  
12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violent 
assault, and violent men seize it by force[as a precious prize]. 
Jesus asserts the “violence” of the kingdom. The unique grammatical construction of the 
text does not make clear if the kingdom of God is the victim of violence or if, as the 
kingdom advances in victory, it does so through violent spiritual conflict and warfare—
but the context does. Jesus’ references to the nonreligious style of John and the 
confrontive, miraculous ministry of Elijah teach that the kingdom of God makes its 
penetration by a kind of violent entry opposing the human status quo. It transcends the  
“softness” 
 (v. MT 11:8)  
8 What did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing[entirely unsuited for the 
harsh desert]? Those who wear soft clothing are in the palaces of kings! 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hfordhbk?art=sub.5&off=-31856&ctx=+%0a%7E++KINGDOM+OF+GOD%2c+KINGDOM+OF+HEAVEN%E2%80%94Go
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of staid religious formalism and exceeds the pretension of child’s play (vv. MT 16–17).  

16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like little children sitting in the 
market places, who call to the others,17 and say ‘We piped the flute for you [playing 
wedding], and you did not dance; we wailed sad dirges [playing funeral], and you did not 
mourn and cry aloud.’ 

It refuses to “dance to the music” of society’s expectation that the religious community 
provide either entertainment (“We played the flute”) or dead traditionalism (“We 
mourned”). 

Jesus defines the “violence” of His kingdom’s expansion by defining the “sword” and 
“fire” He has brought as different from the battle techniques of political or military 
warfare (compare Matt. 10:34–39  
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace on the earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword [of division between belief and unbelief]. 35 For I have come to set a 
man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law; 36 and a man’s enemies will be the members of 
his [own] household [when one believes and another does not]. 
37 “[a]He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves 
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take 
his [b]cross[expressing a willingness to endure whatever may come] and follow 
Me [believing in Me, conforming to My example in living and, if need be, suffering or 
perhaps dying because of faith in Me] is not worthy of Me. 39 Whoever finds his life [in 
this world] will [eventually] lose it [through death], and whoever loses his life [in this 
world] for My sake will find it [that is, life with Me for all eternity]. 
Footnotes 

a. Matthew 10:37 Commitment to Jesus takes precedence over all else. 
b. Matthew 10:38 The historical background behind this statement is that those who were about to 

be crucified had to carry the crossbeam to which they would be nailed or bound. In addition to 
the terrible agony that crucifixion inflicted, it was such a great indignity that some of the Roman 
writers used the word cross as a curse word in the expression “Go to a bad cross!” (Lat i in malam 
crucem). 

and Luke 12:49–53  
Christ Divides Men 
49 “I have come to cast fire (judgment) on the earth; and how I wish that it were already 
kindled! 50 I have a baptism [of great suffering] with which to be baptized, and 
how [greatly] I am distressed until it is accomplished! 51 Do you suppose that I came to 
grant peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division[between believers and 
unbelievers]; 52 for from now on five in one household will be divided [over Me], three 
against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law 
against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hfordhbk?art=sub.5&off=-31856&ctx=+%0a%7E++KINGDOM+OF+GOD%2c+KINGDOM+OF+HEAVEN%E2%80%94Go
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.%2010%3A34%E2%80%9339%3B%20Luke%2012%3A49%E2%80%9353%3B%20John%2018%3A36&version=AMP#fen-AMP-23455a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.%2010%3A34%E2%80%9339%3B%20Luke%2012%3A49%E2%80%9353%3B%20John%2018%3A36&version=AMP#fen-AMP-23456b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.%2010%3A34%E2%80%9339%3B%20Luke%2012%3A49%E2%80%9353%3B%20John%2018%3A36&version=AMP#en-AMP-23455
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with John 18:36).  
36 Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not of this world [nor does it have its origin in this 
world]. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would be fighting [hard] to keep 
Me from being handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this world.” 

 

The upheaval caused by the kingdom of God is not caused by political provocation or 
armed advance. It is the result of God’s order, shaking relationships, households, cities, 
and nations by the entry of the Holy Spirit’s power working in people.  

 
(See also Luke 16:16.) 
16 “The Law and the [writings of the] Prophets were proclaimed until John; since then 

the gospel of the kingdom of God has been and continues to be preached, and 
everyone tries forcefully to go into it. 

NLT 16 “Until John the Baptist, the law of Moses and the messages of the prophets were your guides. 
But now the Good News of the Kingdom of God is preached, and everyone is eager to get in.[a] 

 

CONFLICT Authority because of: 
20.   Grounds of Authority (Col. 2:13–15). 

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh (worldliness, 
manner of life), God made you alive together with Christ, having [freely] forgiven us all our 
sins, 14 having canceled out the [a]certificate of debt consisting of [b]legal demands [which 
were in force] against us and which were hostile to us. And this certificate He has set 
aside and completely removed by nailing it to the cross. 15 When He had disarmed the 
rulers and authorities [those supernatural forces of evil operating against us], He made a public 
example of them [exhibiting them as captives in His triumphal procession], having triumphed over 
them through [c]the cross. 
Footnotes a.Colossians 2:14 This term refers to a debtor’s handwritten note acknowledging the debt. 
b.Colossians 2:14 I.e. the requirements found in the Mosaic Law which were violated. The debt is the 
punishment due for the violator’s sins. Gentiles were never directly liable to the Law, but as Paul explains 
in Rom 2:12-16, God holds them responsible for violating the principles of the Law that they acknowledge 
of their own volition. c.Colossians 2:15 Lit it or Him. 

Jesus Christ’s triumph over sin and evil powers was accomplished in “it”—that is, in the 
Cross. This text, joined to and studied beside others: 
 (Eph. 2:13–16 
13 But now [at this very moment] in Christ Jesus you who once were [so very] far away 
[from God] have been brought near [a]by[in] the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our 
peace and our bond of unity. He who made both groups—[Jews and Gentiles]—into one 
body and broke down the barrier, the dividing wall [of spiritual antagonism between 
us], 15 by abolishing in His [own crucified] flesh the hostility caused by the Law with its 
commandments contained in ordinances [which He satisfied]; so that in Himself He 
might make the two into one new man, thereby establishing peace. 16 And [that He] 
might reconcile them both [Jew and Gentile, united] in one body to God through the 
cross, thereby putting to death the hostility.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/hfordhbk?art=sub.5&off=-31856&ctx=+%0a%7E++KINGDOM+OF+GOD%2c+KINGDOM+OF+HEAVEN%E2%80%94Go
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2016%3A16&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25605a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.%202%3A13%E2%80%9315&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29509a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.%202%3A13%E2%80%9315&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29509b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.%202%3A13%E2%80%9315&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29510c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.%202%3A13%E2%80%9315&version=AMP#en-AMP-29509
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.%202%3A13%E2%80%9315&version=AMP#en-AMP-29509
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col.%202%3A13%E2%80%9315&version=AMP#en-AMP-29510
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.%202%3A13%E2%80%9316%3B%20Gal.%203%3A13%E2%80%9314%3B%202%20Cor.%205%3A14%E2%80%9317%3B%20Rom.%205%3A6%E2%80%9315%3B%20Rev.%2012%3A10%E2%80%9311&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29243a


THRESHOLD• 

Week/Episode #8  CONFLICT in the KINGDOM 
Hayford, J. W., Thomas Nelson Publishers. (1995). Hayford’s Bible handbook. Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
 

 7 

Gal. 3:13–14 
13 Christ purchased our freedom and redeemed us from the curse of the Law and its 
condemnation by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who 
hangs [crucified] on a tree (cross)”—(A) 14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might also come to the Gentiles, so that we would all receive [the realization 
of] the promise of the [Holy] Spirit through faith. 
Cross references 

A. Galatians 3:13 : Deut 21:23 
 

2 Cor. 5:14–17 
14 For the love of Christ controls and compels us, because we have concluded this, that 
One died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that all those who live would 
no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and was raised for their sake. 
16 So from now on we regard no one from a human point of view [according to worldly 
standards and values]. Though we have known Christ from a human point of view, now 
we no longer know Him in this way. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ [that is, grafted in, 
joined to Him by faith in Him as Savior], he is a new creature [reborn and renewed by 
the Holy Spirit]; the old things [the previous moral and spiritual condition] have passed 
away. Behold, new things have come [because spiritual awakening brings a new life]. 
Rom. 5:6–15 
6 While we were still helpless [powerless to provide for our salvation], at the right time 
Christ died [as a substitute] for the ungodly. 7 Now it is an extraordinary thing for one to 
willingly give his life even for an upright man, though perhaps for a good man [one who 
is noble and selfless and worthy] someone might even dare to die. 8 But God clearly 
shows and proves His own love for us, by the fact that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 9 Therefore, since we have now been justified [declared free of the guilt of 
sin] by His blood, [how much more certain is it that] we will be saved from the [a]wrath of 
God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, it is much more certain, having been reconciled, that we will be 
saved [from the consequences of sin] by His life [that is, we will be saved because 
Christ lives today]. 11 Not only that, but we also rejoice in God [rejoicing in His love and 
perfection] through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received andenjoy our reconciliation [with God].(A) 
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, so 
death spread to all people [no one being able to stop it or escape its power], because 
they all sinned. 13 Sin was [committed] in the world before the Law [was given], but sin is 
not charged [against anyone] when there is no law [against it]. 14 Yet death ruled [over 
mankind] from Adam to Moses [the Lawgiver], even over those who had not sinned [b]as 
Adam did. Adam is a type of Him (Christ) who was to come [but in reverse—Adam 
brought destruction, Christ brought salvation].(B) 
15 But the free gift [of God] is not like the trespass [because the gift of grace overwhelms 
the fall of man]. For if many died by one man’s trespass [Adam’s sin], much more 
[abundantly] did God’s grace and the gift [that comes] by the grace of the one Man, 
Jesus Christ, overflow to [benefit] the many.  
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Footnotes 
a. Romans 5:9 The “wrath of God,” with the definite article in Greek, anticipates the outpouring of 

God’s wrath on rebellious sinners in the tribulation period (cf Rev 6:16, 17). 
b. Romans 5:14 Lit in the likeness of Adam’s transgression. 

Cross references 
A. Romans 5:11 : Jer 9:24 
B. Romans 5:14 : Gen 5:5; 7:22; Deut 34:5 

Rev. 12:10–11 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 
“Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom (dominion, reign) of our God, and 
the authority of His Christ have come; for the [a]accuser of our [believing] brothers and 
sisters has been thrown down [at last], he who accuses them and keeps bringing 
charges [of sinful behavior] against them before our God day and night.(A) 11 And they 
overcame and conquered him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the 
word of their testimony, for they did not love their life and renounce their faith even 
when faced with death.(B) 
Footnotes 

a. Revelation 12:10 This is the activity of Satan from which he has earned his name (see note v 9). 
The activity is most clearly seen in Job 1-2 and in Zech 3. 

Cross references 
A. Revelation 12:10 : Job 1:6-11 
B. Revelation 12:11 : Zech 3:1-10; Rom 8:33, 34 ) 

 

, firmly establishes Jesus’ suffering, shed blood, sacrificial death, and resurrection 
triumph as the only adequate and available grounds for ransom from sin, reconciliation 
to God, redemption from slavery, and restoration. The Cross is the sole hope and means 
for full reinstatement to relationship with God and rulership under Him—to “reign in 
life” (Rom. 5:17). To avoid presumption or imbalance regarding the message and 
ministry of the present power of the kingdom of God, we must focus on and regularly 
review two points: the source and the grounds for the delegation of such authority and 
power. (1) God’s sovereign authority and almighty power is the source from which 
mankind derives any ability to share in the exercise of God’s kingdom power. (2) But 
even more important, seeing sinful, fallen man had lost all claim to his early privilege of 
rulership under God, let us remember the grounds upon which all kingdom privilege or 
power may be restored and by which such spiritual ministry with authority may be 
exercised.  
 
 
A Result of CONFLICT #1: 

21.   Pressing In (Luke 16:16).  
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16 “The Law and the [writings of the] Prophets were proclaimed until John; since then the 
gospel of the kingdom of God has been and continues to be preached, and everyone 
tries forcefully to go into it. 
 

NLT 16 “Until John the Baptist, the law of Moses and the messages of the prophets were your 
guides. But now the Good News of the Kingdom of God is preached, and everyone is eager to 
get in.[ [Or everyone is urged to enter in.] 

Jesus declares the advance of the kingdom of God is the result of two things: preaching and 
pressing in. He shows the gospel of the kingdom must be proclaimed with spiritual passion. In 
every generation believers have to determine whether they will respond to this truth with 
sensible minds and sensitive hearts. To overlook it will bring a passivity that limits the ministry 
of God’s kingdom to extending the terms of truth and love—that is, teaching or educating and 
engaging in acts of kindness. Without question, we must do these things. However, apart from 
(1) an impassioned pursuit of prayer, (2) confrontation with the demonic, (3) expectation of the 
miraculous, and (4) a burning heart for evangelism, the kingdom of God makes little 
penetration in the world. 

At the same time, overstatement of “pressing” is likely to produce rabid fanatics who justify 
any behavior in Jesus’ name as applying the boldness spoken of here. Such travesties in church 
history as the Crusades and various efforts at politicizing in a quest to produce righteousness in 
society through earth-level rule are extremes we must learn to reject. “Pressing in” is 
accomplished first in prayer warfare, coupled with a will to surrender one’s life and self-
interests in order to gain God’s kingdom goals. 

 

 

 

 

A Result of CONFLICT #2: 
22.   Suffering, Tribulation (Acts 14:21–22).  

21 They preached the good news to that city and made many disciples, then they returned to 
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening and establishing the hearts of the 
disciples; encouraging them to remain firm in the faith, saying, “It is through many 
tribulations and hardships that we must enter the kingdom of God.” 

Paul not only taught the joy and peace of the kingdom of God  
(Rom. 14:7),  
7 None of us lives for himself [for his own benefit, but for the Lord], and none of us dies 
for himself [but for the Lord]. 
 

its power (1 Cor. 14:20),  
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Instruction for the Church 
20 Brothers and sisters, do not be children [immature, childlike] in your thinking; be 
infants in [matters of] evil [completely innocent and inexperienced], but in your minds be 
mature [adults]. 
 

and its present authority to cause the believer to triumph over evil  
(2 Tim. 4:8; 
8 In the future there is reserved for me the [victor’s] crown of righteousness [for being 
right with God and doing right], which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on 
that [great] day—and not to me only, but also to all those who have loved and longed 
for and welcomed His appearing. 
Rom. 16:20) 
20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 
The [wonderful] grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 
 

He also taught that “kingdom people” experience trial, suffering, and not always an 
“instant victory”  
(2 Thess. 1:5).   [CLOSING PRAYER;  2 THESS 1 in NLT] 
5 This is a positive proof of the righteous judgment of God [a sign of His fair verdict], so 
that you will be considered worthy of His kingdom, for which indeed you are suffering. 

Triumph and victory may characterize the attitude of each citizen of the kingdom of God, and Holy Spirit-
empowered authority is given to be applied to realize results. Yet, God did not promise life without struggle. 
The “dominion” being recovered through the presence of the King within us and ministered by the Holy 
Spirit’s power through us is never taught by the apostles as preempting all suffering. 

This text reminds us that victory only comes through battle, and triumph only follows trial. Only a weak 
view of the truth of the kingdom of God pretends otherwise. Another weak view surrenders to negative 
circumstances on the proposition that we are predestined to problems and therefore should merely tolerate 
them. The Bible teaches that suffering, trial, and all order of human difficulty are unavoidable; but God’s 
Word also teaches they may all be overcome. The presence of the King and the power of His kingdom in our 
lives make us neither invulnerable nor immune to life’s struggles. But they do bring the promise of victory: 
provision in need, strength for the day, and healing, comfort, and saving help. 

 
 

ZAREPHATH (צָרְפַת, tsorphath; Σάρεπτα, Sarepta). The Phoenician town where Elijah stayed 
in 1 Kgs 17:8–24. Home of the widow whose son Elijah raised from the dead (1 Kgs 17:19–21). 
Located on the Mediterranean coast between Tyre and Sidon. Also called Sarepta and Sarafand. 

Overview 
Zarephath was an important Phoenician city on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, about 
seven miles south of Sidon, to the north of Israel. During Elijah’s time, it belonged to the 
kingdom of Sidon (1 Kgs 17:9; Cogan, 1 Kings, 427). The city is mentioned in writings as early as 
the thirteenth century BC, and was well known in the ancient world for its olive oil, purple dye, 
and wine (Pritchard, “Sarepta,” 101–102). Unlike other key Phoenician cities, the area around 
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Zarephath has been largely undisturbed by modern development, making excavations a 
valuable source of information on the Phoenician cultures (Pritchard, Sarepta, 3). 

Zarephath in the Bible 

Old Testament 
After the famine Elijah prophesied dried up the brook where he was staying in Kerith Ravine, 
the Lord instructed Elijah to stay with a widow in Zarephath (1 Kgs 17:7–9). The famine’s effects 
were felt even as far north as Phoenicia, for the widow and her son expected to die of 
starvation (1 Kgs 17:12). Yahweh miraculously kept the flour and oil from running out 
throughout Elijah’s stay (1 Kgs 17:13–16). Pritchard points out that oil was a major commodity 
produced in Zarephath (Pritchard, Sarepta, 9). When the widow’s son died of illness, Elijah cried 
out to the Lord and he was raised back to life (1 Kgs 17:17–24). 

Aside from the passage in 1 Kgs 17, Zarephath only appears in the Old Testament in Obad 
1:20, where the city is mentioned as the northern border of the future restored Israel (Niehaus, 
“Obadiah,” 540). It is possible that Obadiah has 1 Kgs 17 in mind: just as the Lord showed his 
spiritual authority over Zarephath in his miracles through Elijah, the reconstituted Israel will 
have geographic and political authority over the city (Raabe, Obadiah, 266). 

New Testament 
In Luke 4:25–26 Jesus mentions Zarephath, saying that while there were many widows in need 
in Israel, Elijah was sent to none of them, but instead to the widow of Zarephath. Green notes 
that this reference sets a precedent for ministry to Gentiles and other outsiders, in keeping with 
Jesus’ message of “good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18; Green, Luke, 217–18). It also portrays 
Jesus, like Elijah, as a prophet who is rejected by His own people (Pao and Schnabel, “Luke,” 
289). In light of this reference in Luke 4, Luke may allude to Elijah’s miracle at Zarephath in 
several other places in Luke-Acts as well, such as Luke 7:11–16 (Evans, “Luke’s Use of the 
Elijah/Elisha Narratives,” 79), Acts 9:32–43, and Acts 9:10–11 (Bruce, Acts, 384). 

Theological Significance 
Although only mentioned a few times in the Bible, Zarephath’s location makes it theologically 
significant in 1 Kings 17. Zarephath is mentioned as belonging to Sidon (1 Kgs 17:9), which sets 
up a contrast between the widow of Zarephath and Jezebel, a Sidonian princess (1 Kgs 16:31). 
While Jezebel feeds the prophets of Baal in Israel (1 Kgs 18:19), the Zarepthathite widow feeds 
Elijah, the prophet of Yahweh, in Sidon (1 Kgs 17:13–16) (Wyatt, “Jezebel, Elijah, and the 
Widow,” 450–1). The widow’s ability to hear and believe the word of Yahweh from Elijah’s 
mouth (1 Kgs 17:24) makes her a foil for Ahab and Jezebel, Israel’s king and queen, who 
consistently refuse to believe. The faith of the widow, a Gentile outside the territory of Israel, 
serves as a model for the inclusion of Gentiles into the Church on the basis of faith (see Luke 
4:25–26). As a city of Sidon, Zarephath would have been considered Baal’s territory. Yahweh’s 
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ability to send drought there, and exercise power over life and death, demonstrated His 
superiority to Baal (Cogan, 1 Kings, 432).1 
 

 
 
What did Jesus do the 3 days between His death & resurrection? 
 
Matthew 12:39-41 
39 But He answered and said to them, “An evil and (A)adulterous generation seeks after a 
sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 (B)For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 (C)The men of 
Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and (D)condemn it, (E)because 
they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 
Cross references 

A. Matthew 12:39 : Is. 57:3; Matt. 16:4; Mark 8:38; [Luke 11:29–32]; John 4:48 
B. Matthew 12:40 : Jon. 1:17; Luke 24:46; Acts 10:40; 1 Cor. 15:4 
C. Matthew 12:41 : Jon. 3:5; Luke 11:32 
D. Matthew 12:41 : Jer. 3:11; Ezek. 16:51; [Rom. 2:27] 
E. Matthew 12:41 : Jon. 3:5 

 
 
MATTHEW 
 

12:40  How Long Was Jesus in the Tomb? 

While referring to the example of Jonah (Jon 1:17) Jesus uses a phrase which appears only here, 
in Jonah and in 1 Samuel 30:12. Yet it is clear even in Matthew that Jesus was raised “on the 
third day” (Mt 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; compare Mt 27:63 “after three days”), and this agrees with 
the narrative (Mt 27:57–28:1). What are we to make of this? 

First, we know what we would mean by the phrase in Matthew 12:40: we would mean a 
seventy-two-hour period or at least most of that period. Second, we know that Jesus was not in 
the tomb more than thirty-six to thirty-eight hours, since he was buried at evening (which 
began at about 6 p.m.) on Friday and rose by morning (about 6 a.m.) on Sunday. Third, we 
know that the phrase “three days and three nights” was not a problem for Matthew, for he can 
use both that and “on the third day” and include no explanation, which he does in other cases 
where he senses a problem. 

 
1 Otten, J. D. (2016). Zarephath. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, D. 
Mangum, C. Sinclair Wolcott, L. Wentz, E. Ritzema, & W. Widder (Eds.), The Lexham Bible 
Dictionary. Lexham Press. 
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Having seen what we know, we now need to look at what we may be assuming erroneously. 
First, we may be assuming that first-century Jews thought about time in the same way that we 
do. In fact they did not. Any part of a day could be counted as if it were a full day, much as in 
Canada and the U.S.A. a child is deductible for income-tax purposes at the full year rate even if 
he or she was born at 11 p.m. on December 31. The “three days and three nights,” then, may 
simply refer to three twenty-four-hour days (sunset to sunset periods), and Jesus was in fact in 
the tomb parts of three different days. 

Second, we may be assuming that Jesus was simply making a statement, when, given the 
unusual nature of this phrase, he was actually quoting Jonah. The sign of Jonah was that the 
prophet was “buried” for three days and then “rose again,” so to speak, to announce judgment 
(and, implicitly, salvation). In quoting the scriptural phrase Jesus probably did not mean that he 
would be buried the exact length of time as Jonah was in the fish, but that he would like Jonah 
be “buried” for that approximate time and then be “raised.” The phrase is used to remind the 
hearers of the familiar Scripture. This is much like a modern person saying, “I laid a ‘fleece’ 
before God.” They do not mean to indicate that they put out wool before God, but that, like 
Gideon in the Bible, they asked God for a particular sign to see if something was or was not his 
will. Thus, when he wants to remind people of Jonah, Jesus uses the phrase found there, but 
when he is not citing Jonah and simply intends to describe how long he would be in the tomb, 
he uses the more accurate “on the third day.” 

While either of these explanations above resolves the apparent problem, the second is 
more likely the central reason for the phrase. Together they remind us that there are a number 
of ways of using language. We must be certain we understand how a phrase is being used 
before jumping to conclusions; the fact that ancient scripts did not have quotation marks does 
not make this job any easier. The main clue for us is that Matthew does not indicate that he 
feels a problem, so either he did not see the two phrases as meaning anything different or else 
he realized that what Jesus intended was simply a citation of Jonah. 
See also comment on LUKE 11:29–30.2 
 
 
 
NOTEs 
IVP: MT 12 
The Pharisee spirit can open the way for infection by evil forces (12:22–29, 43–45) 

The whole area merits some attention if only because of the massive concentration on the occult 
which we have seen in our own day, and which was certainly a feature both of the Jewish and of 
the pagan world in the time of Christ. 

First, the grip of evil forces on a life is a real phenomenon, and is different from disease. 
Diseases are regularly said to be ‘healed’ in the New Testament, while demons are said to be 
‘driven out’ (cf. 15, 27). It is fashionable among theologians influenced by the assumptions of the 

 
2 Kaiser, W. C., Jr., Davids, P. H., Bruce, F. F., & Brauch, M. T. (1996). Hard sayings of the 
Bible (pp. 380–381). InterVarsity. 
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Enlightenment to laugh at the possibility of demonization, but our culture is riddled with the effects 
of occult involvement. Perhaps Jesus and the culture of his day were not so naïve after all. 

Secondly, the word used in the Gospels is generally daimonizomai (22). It means ‘be 
demonized’, ‘be affected by demons’. It does not allow us to adopt the common distinction, made 
in some circles, between those who are ‘oppressed’ by the demonic and those who are ‘possessed’. 
All are simply afflicted by that malign power, wherever it is situated. 

Thirdly, certain instances of physical conditions may be demonic. Verse 22 speaks of a 
particular case of blindness and inability to speak as demonization. The boy with seizures in 17:18 
is said to be demonized. So are the two deranged men in 8:28. Today too, occasional instances of 
physical conditions can be demonic, and when the evil spirit is addressed in the name of Jesus and 
driven out, the patient is immediately and permanently set right. 

Fourthly, these evil spirits are organized under Beelzebub (24). The name means ‘Lord of the 
house or dwelling’, and it is one of the names of Satan in the Scriptures—a very significant one. 
He wants to be master of the house in people’s lives. 

Fifthly, Satan is compared to a strong man, a robber baron, who guards his ill-gotten 
possessions undisturbed, until someone stronger than he comes upon the scene to bring liberation 
(28–29). Notice what needs to be done. The strong man must be driven out (28) and tied up (29), 
and this is done by the power of the Spirit of God (28). 

Sixthly, there is a danger of falling under demonic influence if you deliberately shut your eyes 
to good and call it evil, as some of the Pharisees were doing with Jesus at this point (22–32). That 
is one way in which it is easy to fall prey to forces one cannot control. Another, not mentioned 
here, is to engage in any traffic with the occult. 

Seventhly, there is a danger of demonization in a generation where there is widespread 
apostasy and rejection of the light of God (43–45). Despite the extensive influence of religion, the 
first century AD was one such period. It has not been the last. 

Eighthly, a demon may well be driven out, but there is a danger that the person concerned may 
be ‘reinfected’ if the deliverance ministry is not properly handled, and if the person is not filled 
with the Holy Spirit (43–45). Negative religion, or even good intentions and moral effort, will 
never keep a heart free. Only the expulsive power of a new relationship will do that. 

Finally, Jesus sets forth deliverance from demons as one of the marks of the breaking in of the 
kingdom (28). To discredit the possibility of the demonic is as foolish as to go overboard on it. It 
does occupy a great deal of Jesus’ attention in the Gospels, and however difficult it is for us to 
cope intellectually with the possibility of evil forces affecting the lives of human beings, we would 
be unwise to rule it out and thus to ignore the plain text of the New Testament.3 
 
What did Jesus do the 3 days between His death & resurrection? 
 
Matthew 12:39-41 
39 But He answered and said to them, “An evil and (A)adulterous generation seeks after a 
sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 (B)For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 

 
3 Green, M. (2001). The message of Matthew: the kingdom of heaven (pp. 149–150). InterVarsity 
Press. 
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Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 (C)The men of Nineveh 
will rise up in the judgment with this generation and (D)condemn it, (E)because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 
Cross references 

A. Matthew 12:39 : Is. 57:3; Matt. 16:4; Mark 8:38; [Luke 11:29–32]; John 4:48 
B. Matthew 12:40 : Jon. 1:17; Luke 24:46; Acts 10:40; 1 Cor. 15:4 
C. Matthew 12:41 : Jon. 3:5; Luke 11:32 
D. Matthew 12:41 : Jer. 3:11; Ezek. 16:51; [Rom. 2:27] 
E. Matthew 12:41 : Jon. 3:5 

1 Peter 3 
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring [f]us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He 
went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, [g]when 
once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being 
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 (Y)There is also 
an antitype which now saves us—baptism (Z)(not the removal of the filth of the 
flesh, (AA)but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and (AB)is at the right hand of God, (AC)angels and 
authorities and powers having been made subject to Him. 
NOTEs 

8 
CHRIST AND THE SPIRITS, 

CHRIST AND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
◊ 

Employing language, imagery and narrative movement recalling the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 
52–53 and combining with it the triumphant “lord” of Psalm 110:1, who is invited to sit at the right 
hand of the “Lord,” 1 Peter 3:18–22 vividly depicts Christ’s redemptive work, beginning at the 
cross and culminating with his exaltation at the right hand of God. In this regard, Philippians 2:5–
11 offers a striking parallel. When the essential actions of the Pauline and Petrine passages are 
enumerated, the outline of what later becomes the Apostles’ Creed emerges. There is a scholarly 
consensus that an early Christian creedal formulation lies behind 1 Peter 3:18–22. 
 
Interpretation of 1 Peter 3:18–22 
Beyond this, the scholarly consensus evaporates and the unsuspecting reader enters a labyrinth of 
exegetical and theological options. Perhaps it would be most helpful at this point to list the crucial 
exegetical questions. These may be narrowed down to the following:2 

• Where did Christ go after having been made alive “in the Spirit (or spirit)”? 
• When did Christ go there? 
• Who are “the spirits in prison”? 
• What was the nature of the proclamation to them? 

In the welter of exegetical options, three leading interpretations have emerged. 
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1. Christ preached (in the spiritual realm or by the Holy Spirit) through Noah to the pre-flood 
generation. This preaching resulted in only eight souls being saved; the others were condemned. 

2. Christ preached in the spiritual realm to the souls of deceased humans. Three distinct 
options may be entertained in this regard. 

• The souls in question were only those who perished during the great flood of Noah. 
• The souls consisted of all those who died before the incarnation of Christ. 
• All souls without exception have a postmortem opportunity to respond to the gospel. 

In the first two options, the preaching occurred during the interval between Christ’s 
crucifixion and his resurrection. Some hold to the possibility of postmortem conversion; others 
that this preaching was a proclamation of impending judgment. Often coupled with the second 
interpretation is the notion that subsequently Christ transferred righteous believers from Hades to 
the third heaven (paradise) when he ascended to the right hand of God (the so-called harrowing of 
hell). 

3. Christ proclaimed his victory over the rebellious spirits (fallen angels and/or their 
demonic offspring) who were imprisoned as a consequence of their sin (Gen 6). This preaching, 
which was not an invitation to be saved, announced their certain, final judgment and took place 
during his ascension.  

 
Christ’s life, a christological narrative unfolds in which the central saving acts of redemption are 
outlined: 

• Christ died for our sins (1 Pet 3:18) 
• (Christ was buried) (1 Pet 3:18d; not stated explicitly but implied) 
• Christ was raised from the dead (1 Pet 3:18e, 21d) 
• Christ proclaimed his victory over rebellious spirits (1 Pet 3:19a–20a) 
• Christ ascended to heaven (1 Pet 3:22b) 
• Christ was exalted to the right hand of God (1 Pet 3:22a) 
• Christ was installed as Lord over all spiritual beings and forces (1 Pet 3:22c) 
 

Peter’s christological confession is not unique but shares common ground with confessional and 
creedal statements found in other portions of the NT, especially Paul’s letters. This observation is 
not appreciated as much as it should be in modern NT studies where diversity tends to drown out 
unity. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:1–5 

• Christ died for our sins (1 Cor 15:3) 
• He was buried (1 Cor 15:4) 
• He was raised on the third day (1 Cor 15:4) 
• He appeared to many (1 Cor 15:5–8) 

Romans 8:34 
• Christ Jesus died 
• He was raised 
• He is at the right hand of God 
• He intercedes for us 

Philippians 2:5–11 
• Christ Jesus takes on human flesh (incarnation; Phil 2:6–7) 
• He is crucified (Phil 2:8) 
• He is exalted above every name (Phil 2:9–10) 
• Jesus Christ receives homage from all created beings as Lord of all (Phil 2:9–10) 
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Colossians 2:13–20; 2:9–15; 3:1–4 
• He rescues, transfers, redeems and reconciles his people (Col 2:13–14, 20) 
• He is buried (Col 2:12) 
• He is the firstborn from the dead (i.e., raised from the dead; Col 1:18; 2:12) 
• He triumphs over the rulers and authorities (Col 2:15) 
• He is exalted over all creation and seated at the right hand of God (Col 1:15, 18, 20; 2:10; 3:1) 

Ephesians 1:20–22 
• God raises Christ from the dead (Eph 1:20) 
• God exalts him to his right hand (Eph 1:20) 
• All creatures and creation made subject to Christ (Eph 1:21–22) 

1 Timothy 3:16 
• He is revealed in flesh (incarnation) 
• He is vindicated in spirit (resurrection or proclamation to spirits in prison?) 
• He is “taken up in glory” (ascension and exaltation) 

Hebrews 1:1–3 
• He makes purification for sins (Heb 1:3) 
• He sits down at the right hand of God (Heb 1:3) 
• He receives homage from the angels (Heb 1:4, 5–13) 

Revelation 5:9–13 
• The Lamb is slaughtered and ransoms people for God (Rev 5:9, 12) 
• The Lamb is seated at the right hand of God (Rev 5:13) 
• The Lamb receives worship and praise from all creatures and creation (Rev 5:9, 11, 13)4 
 

 

IVP: 3:19 
c. The victory of Christ’s suffering (3:18–22)… 

Peter writes about Christ’s preaching to spirits in prison. His words were no doubt clear to 
those who first heard them, but they have been hard for later generations to understand. Martin 
Luther writes in his commentary: ‘A wonderful text is this, and a more obscure passage perhaps 
than any other in the New Testament, so that I do not know for a certainty just what Peter means.’ 
Study of the passage may have progressed since Luther’s day, but his confession still warns us 
against over-confidence! 

Three major interpretations have been given to Peter’s words, each with various 
modifications. According to the first, Jesus descended into hell and preached to the spirits of those 
who perished in the flood in the time of Noah. Some who hold this view also think that what Jesus 
proclaimed to the dead was the gospel, offering them a further opportunity to repent. Others would 
have Christ preaching to the righteous dead, proclaiming their release from the prison where they 
awaited his coming. Still others would understand his preaching to be the heralding of the doom 
of the wicked dead. 

 
The second major interpretation was presented by Augustine, who objected to the first view 

as presented by Origen and others. Augustine held that Christ’s preaching was done in the Spirit 
through Noah. Peter says that it was the Spirit of Christ who preached through the Old Testament 
prophets (1:11); Christ’s preaching through Noah would be a case in point. Those to whom Noah 
preached were not in prison literally, but they could be described as in prison spiritually. (Or, it 
might be said that those to whom Noah once preached are now spirits in prison.) 

A third interpretation would understand spirits in prison to refer to fallen angels rather than to 
human beings. Jesus proclaims to them his victory and their doom. This is seen by some as taking 

 
4 Helyer, L. R. (2012). The Life and Witness of Peter (pp. 148–158). IVP Academic: An Imprint of InterVarsity Press; Apollos. 
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place after his resurrection. As he ascends into heaven, Jesus confronts the principalities and 
powers, showing his victory and power over them. 5 
 
AI:  During the three days his body was in the tomb, Jesus was in the unseen realm, specifically 
descending to preach to the spirits in prison (disobedient spirits) and to the Old Testament saints held 
in "Abraham's Bosom" or a Paradise-like place. He then returned to his body and was resurrected.  
Jesus's Ministry in the Spiritual Realm 

• Preaching to Disobedient Spirits:  

According to 1 Peter 3:19, Jesus preached a message to the spirits in prison, which were 
disobedient spirits from the time of Noah.  

• Liberating Old Testament Saints:  

Tradition and interpretation of scripture, particularly Ephesians 4:9, suggest Jesus 
descended to "the lower parts of the earth" to bring the righteous souls of Old Testament 
believers from a holding place to Heaven.  

• The "Harrowing of Hell":  
This event is also known as the "Harrowing of Hell," where Jesus liberated these 
imprisoned souls, making it possible for them to join him in Paradise.  

 
Significance of the Three Days 

• Fulfilling Scripture:  

His activity during this time fulfilled what Jesus prophesied about his death and 
resurrection, such as Matthew 12:40.  

• A New Beginning:  

The three-day period is seen as a significant transition from death to life, 
representing a new beginning for those who believe in Him.  

• Victory Over Death and Satan:  
This period was a demonstration of Jesus's victory over the enemy and the power of 
death, culminating in his resurrection on the third day.  

 
 
 

c. The victory of Christ’s suffering (3:18–22) 

 
5 Clowney, E. P. (1988). The message of 1 Peter: the way of the cross (pp. 154–168). 
InterVarsity Press. 
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Again Peter returns to the cross. Our willingness to suffer for the sake of Christ is grounded in the 
wonder of Christ’s willingness to suffer death for our sake. This passage stands in close relation 
to 2:21–24. There, too, we read of Christ’s atoning death as our substitute. There, too, the merciful 
purpose of Christ’s suffering is declared (that we might die to sins, live for righteousness, and be 
healed, 2:24). Yet Peter now presents the suffering Christ as the Victor. He adds to his teaching 
about the saving power of Christ’s death a fresh emphasis on the saving power of his resurrection. 
In the earlier passage, Peter points us to the example of Christ’s meekness in suffering. We are 
called to imitate him as we suffer for his sake. In this second passage, Peter tells us that Christ who 
suffered and died was made alive again, has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand. He is the 
Conqueror; we share his triumph. 

Persecuted and suffering Christians need to remember both the humiliation and the exaltation 
of Christ. His patient suffering will show them meekness when they are interrogated. His glorious 
triumph will give them courage to face their accusers. Undergirding both the meekness and the 
boldness of the Christian is the saving work of Christ. 

Christ died for sins once for all. Christ’s saving victory flows from the fact that his sacrifice 
was perfect, final, and therefore not to be repeated in history or in symbol. If Christ’s sacrifice 
were not complete, it would have to be offered again, as the Old Testament sacrifices were. But, 
as the author of Hebrews teaches us, Christ’s sacrifice was of a different order. If he had offered 
no better sacrifice than the priests, and had entered no better sanctuary than they, then he would 
have had to ‘suffer many times since the creation of the world’. But he is the Son of God, his royal 
priesthood is heavenly, his sacrifice is his offering of his own blood. ‘But now he has appeared 
once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.’ When the 
Protestant Reformers understood this, they could no longer participate in the mass, for the mass is 
celebrated as a bloodless sacrifice in which Christ is again offered for sin.2 

Christ suffered and died to pay the price for sins, fully and finally. The phrase ‘for sin’ 
appears in the phrase for the sin-offering in the Greek Old Testament.2 He who was righteous and 
without sin took the place of unrighteous sinners. His purpose, Peter tells the Christian ‘pilgrims 
and strangers’, was to bring you to God. Apart from Christ’s saving work they were without hope 
and without God. The judgment of God against their sins separated them from fellowship with 
him. But now those who were far off are brought near. They may approach God in worship and 
fellowship, for he has claimed them as his own. On earth they are journeying pilgrims; Christ, their 
shepherd, is leading them home. 

By his death Christ won life for his own. His resurrection brings triumph after suffering, a 
triumph that is the hope of suffering Christians. Notice the credal or confessional content of this 
section (a form that resembles the credal hymn of 1 Timothy 3:16): For Christ died for sins once 
for all … He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit … has gone into heaven and 
is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

That Peter is describing Christ’s triumph is clear. His death was not defeat, but the once-for-
all sacrifice that atoned for sin. It was followed by the resurrection and the ascension. In that 
context, Peter writes about Christ’s preaching to spirits in prison. His words were no doubt clear 
to those who first heard them, but they have been hard for later generations to understand. Martin 
Luther writes in his commentary: ‘A wonderful text is this, and a more obscure passage perhaps 
than any other in the New Testament, so that I do not know for a certainty just what Peter means.’ 
Study of the passage may have progressed since Luther’s day, but his confession still warns us 
against over-confidence! 
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Three major interpretations have been given to Peter’s words, each with various modifications. 
According to the first, Jesus descended into hell and preached to the spirits of those who perished 
in the flood in the time of Noah. Some who hold this view also think that what Jesus proclaimed 
to the dead was the gospel, offering them a further opportunity to repent. Others would have Christ 
preaching to the righteous dead, proclaiming their release from the prison where they awaited his 
coming. Still others would understand his preaching to be the heralding of the doom of the wicked 
dead. 

The second major interpretation was presented by Augustine, who objected to the first view 
as presented by Origen and others. Augustine held that Christ’s preaching was done in the Spirit 
through Noah. Peter says that it was the Spirit of Christ who preached through the Old Testament 
prophets (1:11); Christ’s preaching through Noah would be a case in point. Those to whom Noah 
preached were not in prison literally, but they could be described as in prison spiritually. (Or, it 
might be said that those to whom Noah once preached are now spirits in prison.) 

A third interpretation would understand spirits in prison to refer to fallen angels rather than 
to human beings. Jesus proclaims to them his victory and their doom. This is seen by some as 
taking place after his resurrection. As he ascends into heaven, Jesus confronts the principalities 
and powers, showing his victory and power over them. 

 
None of these explanations is free of difficulty; to weigh them we must answer several key 

questions. First, when did Christ preach to the spirits in prison? Was it long before the incarnation, 
in the time of Noah? Was it after his death, but before his resurrection? Or was it after his 
resurrection (either before he appeared to the disciples, or in the course of his ascension)? 

To answer the question we must understand the words, ‘having been put to death with respect 
to the flesh, but made alive with respect to the spirit’ (3:18). Martin Luther explains these words 
as expressing the same distinction that Paul makes in 1 Corinthians 15:45, 49. Paul contrasts our 
present ‘natural’ bodies with the ‘spiritual’ bodies that we shall receive at the resurrection. It is 
Christ’s resurrection that is the source of the spiritual: ‘The first man Adam became a living soul. 
The last Adam became a life-giving spirit’.2 

Peter is not saying that Christ’s body died but that his spirit continued to live. He is saying that 
Christ died as to the natural, physical sphere of existence, and that Christ was given life as to the 
spiritual sphere of existence. If Peter were distinguishing between the death of the body and the 
continuing life of the soul, he would not have said that Christ was made alive. ‘Thus the second 
phrase does not refer to Christ disembodied, but to Christ risen to life on a new plane.’ 

This explanation would also help us understand somewhat similar language in 1 Peter 4:6. 
There Peter speaks of those to whom the gospel was preached so that they might indeed have been 
judged ‘according to men with respect to the flesh’, but might live ‘according to God with respect 
to the spirit’ (my translation). If those spoken of are the Christian dead, then the life that they 
receive through the gospel should not be thought of as the continued existence of the soul, but as 
the resurrection life of Christ they receive. 

The phrase ‘he was raised as to the spirit’ rules out the thought of an underworld descent by 
the disembodied soul of Christ in the time between his death and resurrection. It does not settle the 
question, however, as to the time of Christ’s preaching. Christ’s death was physical, but his 
resurrection was in the realm of the spiritual, that is, in the power of the Holy Spirit. The NIV 
translation, made alive by the Spirit, may well capture Peter’s meaning. It allows for Augustine’s 
interpretation: Christ who rose ‘spiritually’ also preached ‘spiritually’ through Noah. 
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What, then, is the connection between Christ’s death and resurrection and his 
proclamation to the spirits in prison? There are two possibilities. The Greek phrase which 
the NIV renders through whom (3:19) means ‘in which’. It may refer directly to the word 
‘spirit’ or it may be more indefinite, ‘in which time’. If it is the latter, the preaching spoken 
of must have taken place after the resurrection. It could then have been before Christ 
appeared to the women, as Luther an interpreters have held. It could also have been during 
the forty days, or in the course of Christ’s ascension. If, however, ‘in which’ refers to ‘spirit’, 
then the preaching of the Spirit of Christ through Noah remains a possibility.3 

 
The next key question is: To whom did Christ make proclamation? Who are the spirits in 

prison? The phrase ‘spirits in prison’, taken by itself, could refer to fallen angels. In 2 Peter 2:4–
5 fallen angels are described as imprisoned; the passage then goes on to speak of Noah and the 
judgment of the flood: 

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell [literally, 
‘Tartarus’], putting them into gloomy dungeons [literally, ‘pits of darkness’] to be held for 
judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly 
people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others … 

In the letter of Jude similar language is found: 

And the angels who did not keep their domain, but abandoned their own dwelling, he has 
kept in everlasting chains, under darkness, for judgment on the great Day. 

Both the term spirits and the reference to prison fit well with these passages that describe the 
doom of fallen angels. But could angels be described as spirits who disobeyed long ago … in the 
days of Noah? A case can be made for this by taking account of Jewish traditions and writings that 
were current when Peter wrote, especially the book of Enoch. (A prophecy of Enoch contained in 
this book is quoted in Jude 14–15.) In Genesis 5:24 are the striking words, ‘Enoch walked with 
God; then he was no more, because God took him away.’ These words contrast with the concluding 
formula of the Genesis genealogies, ‘and then he died’. Enoch’s walk with God links with the 
righteousness of his descendant Noah, and contrasts with the wickedness that abounded on earth 
before the flood. 

What happened to Enoch when the Lord took him? Where did he go? Jewish traditions and 
writings speculated about this. In the version now designated as 1 Enoch, we are told of Enoch’s 
travels as he was shown the secrets of the universe. In particular, he went to the place where the 
fallen angels were kept under judgment. In 1 Enoch and in some other Jewish traditions, it is 
assumed that the ‘sons of God’ in Genesis 6:2 were angels who took wives as they pleased from 
the ‘daughters of men’. Their progeny, the ‘Nephilim’, were thought to be demons. The angels 
who had disobeyed and had left their place were imprisoned in a ‘burning valley’. Enoch describes 
the place: 

‘Beyond that abyss I saw a place which had no firmament of the heaven above, and no 
firmly founded earth beneath it; there was no water upon it, and no birds, but it was a waste 
and horrible place.’ 
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This is supplemented by a further description of ‘another place, which was still more horrible 
than the former’, a place cleft as far as the abyss, having descending columns of fire. ‘This place 
is the prison of the angels, and here they will be imprisoned forever.’ In 1 Enoch this prison for 
fallen angels is distinguished from the places where the souls of men await judgment. Another 
writing, 2 Enoch, locates the place of detention for the fallen angels in the second heaven. 

It would be a great mistake to read into 1 Peter the fanciful descriptions of 1 Enoch. But the 
use of 1 Enoch in Jude 14–15 and the passage about the doom of fallen angels in 2 Peter 2:4 show 
us that the language of the ‘Enoch’ literature could help us to understand the terms used in 1 Peter. 
Since the disobedient angels and their offspring were viewed as instigators of lawlessness in 
the antediluvian world, it might be possible to speak of them as those who disobeyed long ago 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah (3:20). On this understanding, Peter is claiming 
for Christ a mission that far transcends the journey that tradition ascribed to Enoch. Enoch was 
sent by God to pronounce doom upon the rebellious angels. They asked Enoch to present a petition 
to God to cancel their sentence. Enoch did so, but God sent him back with the same message.5 
Peter’s word for preached (3:19) means ‘heralded’ or ‘proclaimed’. It could carry the meaning of 
announcing judgment rather than offering salvation. In view of the description of Christ’s victory 
in 3:22, that meaning is possible here. Christ’s ‘preaching’ to the spirits in prison would then 
be his proclamation to the ‘angels, authorities and powers’ of his resurrection victory and 
their doom. Christ is the true Enoch: he walks with God and is taken up to be with his heavenly 
Father. Not Enoch, but Christ, is the one who confronts the angelic and demonic forces of evil. 

Yet, attractive as this explanation may be, it is not completely satisfying. To speak of those 
who disobeyed long ago … in the days of Noah recalls at once the generation that perished in the 
flood. In 1 Enoch the disobedient angels are said to have sinned, not in the days of Noah, but in 
the days of Jared, the father of Noah. Even if angelic disobedience were thought of as continuing 
in the days before the flood, why would it be described as taking place while God was waiting 
patiently during the building of the ark? God’s patience during the time before the flood is 
obviously like the patience he now shows in postponing judgment: ‘The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance’ (2 Pet. 3:9). 

While the ark was being built, the possibility of escape from judgment existed for human 
beings, not for fallen angels. The patience of God was directed to the sinners of Noah’s generation, 
those to whom Noah preached righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5). This refers so clearly to human beings, 
not angels, that some who favour the reference to angels have concluded that human beings must 
also be included. Further, if angels were in view, it would seem strange that Peter should use the 
word that he does for disobeyed. It is a term that describes the disobedience of unbelief. 

Yet another consideration supports the view that the ‘spirits in prison’ are the sinners of Noah’s 
generation. A recent commentator has pointed to a better translation of 1 Peter 3:19–20: ‘He went 
and preached to those who are now spirits in prison when they disobeyed formerly when God’s 
patience was waiting in the days of Noah.’ This preferred translation shows that the disobedience 
was going on along with the preaching. It is a perfectly natural expression if Peter is thinking of 
Christ’s preaching through Noah, and does much to relieve the usual objection to referring the 
preaching to the days of Noah. In the time that the ark was being built, it is true, the people of that 
generation were not in prison. (Augustine’s explanation that they were spiritually imprisoned is 
unconvincing.) But the shift in translation underscores the fact that we are to understand that the 
spirits are now in prison. These sinners, now under condemnation, were those who were 
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disobedient when the Spirit of Christ preached to them long ago through Noah (3:20; 1:11). This 
understanding gives the same interpretation to in prison that is given to ‘dead’ in 1 Peter 4:6. In 
both cases Peter is referring to people in terms of their present state. (The NIV translates 1 Peter 
4:5 ‘to those who are now dead’, adding the word to convey the meaning.) 

An objection to this understanding of the text appeals to the word went in verse 19. The same 
verb is used in verse 22 (has gone) to describe Christ’s going to heaven in the ascension. ‘How,’ 
it is asked, ‘can Christ’s preaching through Noah be described as his “going” in the Spirit?’ This 
is not a compelling objection. God’s interventions in Old Testament revelation are often described 
in terms of his going or coming.2 The verb went may also be used with little or no emphasis, as in 
colloquial English speech: ‘He went and told him.’ 

The strong case for regarding the ‘spirits in prison’ as the spirits of those who were disobedient 
to the preaching of Noah can settle the question as to what was preached. On this assumption, what 
was preached is identified in 2 Peter 2:5, where the same word-stem is used in the phrase ‘Noah, 
a preacher of righteousness’. It is the proclamation of God’s righteousness, and therefore of the 
need for repentance. That message was addressed through Noah to those disobedient sinners 
during their lifetime. The passage describes no second chance for repentance after death. Even less 
does it promise universal salvation. 

In this whole passage Peter continues to give reassurance to Christians who must endure 
suffering and persecution. Christ has conquered by the power of his resurrection. He has 
prevailed to bring them to God. The devil may still be on the prowl like a roaring lion (5:7), 
but he cannot destroy those whose refuge is the Lord. Peter reminds suffering Christians of 
the period before the flood. The power of evil might then have been greater, the number of 
the elect even fewer. But God was in control. He withheld judgment, then as now, only to 
display his longsuffering grace. But his judgment did come: Noah and his family were delivered 
from that evil age by the judgment, the waters of the flood. Yet the judgment of the flood was only 
provisional, and the deliverance of Noah but a prefiguring, or ‘type’, of the final and full salvation 
of Jesus Christ. The doom of death in the flood pictures the doom that Christ suffered for us. He 
was put to death in the flesh. But he was made alive in the power of the Spirit. It was in that power 
that he preached through Noah to those whose disobedience brought eternal condemnation. It is in 
that same power that he now saves us. Those who reject the gospel put themselves under the 
judgment that will come when Christ comes. But those who are united to Christ are saved by the 
same promise that delivered Noah and his family. 

Peter continues to relate the time of Noah to that of the church by appealing to typology. The 
inspired authors of the New Testament find in the Old Testament history not merely instances of 
God’s saving power, but also anticipations of his final salvation in Christ. By providing the ark, 
God saved Noah and his family from the judgment of the flood. That deliverance, however, did 
not in itself give eternal life to the eight persons that were spared. Like the exodus liberation, it 
was a symbol of God’s final salvation from all sin and death. Peter uses the term ‘antitype’ to 
describe the relation of the new to the old (3:21; NIV’s verb symbolises translates the Greek noun 
antitypos). This use of ‘type’ and ‘antitype’ is itself figurative, drawn from the striking of coins or 
the impression of seals. ‘Type’ describes either a matrix from which an impression is made, or the 
image created. In the letter to the Hebrews, the typology is vertical. That is, the heavenly realities 
are called the ‘type’ and the earthly symbols the ‘antitype’. The tabernacle in the wilderness was 
therefore the antitype of the heavenly sanctuary.2 In Paul’s letters and here in 1 Peter, the typology 
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is horizontal in history: the Old Testament symbol is the type, and therefore Christ’s fulfilment is 
the antitype. 

What is the ‘antitype’ to which Peter refers? Apparently it is baptism, although the construction 
of the passage is difficult. (The antitype could be you: that is, Noah and his family were types of 
Christians: they were saved through water, and Christians are also saved through the water of 
baptism.) In any case, Peter would have us understand that the God who delivered Noah will also 
deliver us, and that ours is the final salvation. 

That full and final salvation is sealed to us in Christian baptism. It may seem strange that Peter 
finds the fulfilment of Old Testament symbolism in New Testament symbolism. The symbol of 
the type points us to the symbol of the sacrament. Indeed, to prevent misunderstanding, Peter at 
once adds that he is not speaking of the outward application of water, the removal of dirt from the 
body. Rather, he is speaking of the new existence that we have through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Baptism as an outward sign marks the putting off of the pollution of sin, and the beginning 
of new life in Christ. 

Yet Peter also calls our attention to an analogy between the type and the sacrament. Both 
involve water in the context of gaining life out of death. The eight persons in the ark were saved 
‘by’ or through water. ‘By’ would be the more usual translation of the preposition. We might think 
of the water of the flood as the means by which Noah’s family was delivered from the threatening 
wickedness of their generation. But the verb for saved has the same preposition attached to it; there 
it must mean ‘through’. Noah and his family, then, were saved ‘through’ water. Why does Peter 
not say ‘saved from water’? Perhaps because the water that destroyed the wicked also bore up the 
ark. But more probably Peter is already pointing forward to the analogy that he has in mind. 
Meredith Kline has pointed out that covenants in the ancient Middle East, and in the Scriptures, 
are sealed by an oath. A powerful example is the oath that God himself takes in Genesis 15. There 
the divided parts of the animals symbolize the malediction that God calls down upon himself if he 
should not be faithful to his pledge. So, too, the blood shed in circumcision implies not only 
cleansing, but an oath involving one’s descendants. In baptism, Kline reasons, the same element 
remains. When baptism is compared to the waters of the flood or to the waters of the Red Sea, the 
threatening symbolism of water is brought into view.4 Israel was brought through the waters of the 
sea and of the Jordan; Noah was brought through the waters of the flood. Christians are brought 
through the waters of death, the flood of destruction, in order that they might be established upon 
the rock, secure in the resurrection life of Christ. 

It is significant that Peter goes on to speak of the pledge made in baptism, the pledge of a good 
conscience towards God. The word for pledge implies an undertaking made in reponse to formal 
questions. Peter underscores the solemnity of the commitment made by these new Christians. They 
pledge the life of a good conscience. (Or, they make the pledge of baptism sincerely, out of a good 
conscience.) In that pledge Christians agree with God’s judgment on sin, and on their own sinful 
past (4:3). They acknowledge that to turn from their commitment would be to bring upon 
themselves God’s just judgment. Yet Peter’s words stress the wonder of the sacrament even more 
than its solemnity. As Noah was delivered by the grace of God, although only in symbol, so have 
they been delivered in fact. Christ has saved them, for he died for their sins and gave them life 
through his resurrection (3:18, 21). 

Like circumcision, baptism does symbolize cleansing. Indeed, when Peter says that we are not 
saved by the ‘putting off’ (NIV removal) of impurity, he uses language that seems even more 
appropriate to circumcision than to baptism. But baptism means much more. It means union with 
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Jesus Christ in his death and resurrection. Christians have set apart Jesus Christ as Lord; they have 
been participants in his victory over death and all the powers of darkness. Christians need never 
fear their enemies; their concern must rather be to live in good conscience toward God. 

Christ’s conclusive death for our sins was accomplished to bring us to God (3:18). The victory 
of his atoning death is seen in his resurrection, and in his triumphant ascension to the right hand 
of God. He died to bring us where he now is. Peter has called Christians to lives of submission for 
Christ’s sake, following the example of his humiliation (2:21). Yet the submission of Christians is 
not that of defeated captives, brought into hopeless slavery. It is the willing and joyful service of 
those who know that they are victors with Christ. Once he submitted himself, but now all the 
angels are in submission to him (3:22). So, too, Christians are called to submit themselves, but in 
the sign of baptism they are already participants in Christ’s resurrection victory. Peter had 
witnessed the ascension of Christ; he had proclaimed from Psalm 110 the seating of Christ at the 
Father’s right hand. Here in his letter he stresses the authority that Jesus has over all the powers of 
creation. Christians need not fear the sword of Roman magistrates or the fury of Satan. They belong 
to the Lord in glory.6 
 
https://www.gotquestions.org/where-was-Jesus.html 
 
After Jesus said, “It is finished,” on the cross, “he bowed his head and gave up his spirit” 
(John 19:30). His dead body remained on the cross until it was taken down and placed in a 
nearby tomb (John 19:40–42). His spirit, however, was elsewhere. Three days later, His 
body and spirit were reunited, and He rose from the dead (John 20). There is some 
speculation about where Jesus was—that is, where His spirit was—for the three days 
between His death and resurrection. 
 

The clearest indication we have in Scripture of where Jesus was between His death and 
resurrection comes in His conversation on the cross with one of the thieves crucified next 
to Him. The believing thief asks to be remembered when Jesus comes into His kingdom 
(Luke 23:42), and Jesus replies, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise” 
(verse 43). So, after His death, Jesus went to the place of blessing where God is—heaven. 
And that’s where the believing thief went, too. 
In the discussion of where Jesus was for the three days between His death and 
resurrection, another passage is often mentioned. First Peter 3:18–20 says, “Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed 
to the spirits in prison because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in 
the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared” (ESV). Some take this to mean that 
Jesus, sometime between His death and resurrection, went to hell/Hades and made an 
announcement of some type to the “spirits” imprisoned there. Within this interpretation, 
the spirits Jesus addressed could be either demonic or human. 

 
6 Clowney, E. P. (1988). The message of 1 Peter: the way of the cross (pp. 151–168). 
InterVarsity Press. 
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If the spirits mentioned in 1 Peter 3:19 are fallen angels, then those spirits were probably 
imprisoned because they were involved in a grievous sin before the flood in Noah’s time—
Peter mentions Noah’s flood in verse 20. Peter does not tell us what Jesus proclaimed to 
the imprisoned spirits, but it could not have been a message of redemption, since angels 
cannot be saved (Hebrews 2:16). If these were fallen angels, what Jesus proclaimed was 
probably a declaration of His victory over Satan and his hosts (1 Peter 3:22; Colossians 
2:15). 
 
But there is another interpretation of the 1 Peter passage. In this interpretation, the 
“spirits” are people currently in hell, but Peter is not saying Jesus made a special trip to 
Hades/hell to preach or proclaim anything. Rather, Peter is giving parenthetical 
information about something Jesus had done previously in history, namely, that He had “in 
spirit” preached to the people of Noah’s day while they were still living on earth. That 
wicked generation heard the message, rejected it, perished in the flood, and are now in 
prison. The word now in 1 Peter 3:19 is provided for clarity in the Amplified Bible and the 
New American Standard Bibles of 1977 and 1995, and it contrasts with the “long ago” (NIV) 
and “formerly” (ESV) of 1 Peter 3:20. 
 
According to this alternate interpretation, Christ was in Noah (spiritually) when Noah 
preached to his doomed neighbors. To better explain, here is a paraphrase of 1 Peter 3:18–
20: “Jesus was put to death in the flesh, but He was made alive in the Spirit (it was through 
this same Spirit that Jesus long ago preached to those who are right now in prison—those 
souls who disobeyed during the time of God’s great patience when Noah was building the 
ark).” According to this view, Jesus preached spiritually to the people of Noah’s time, and 
He did this through the prophet Noah, in much the same way that God speaks through us 
today when we proclaim God’s Word. 
 
Ephesians 4:8–10 is another passage used in the discussion regarding Jesus’ activities in 
the three days between His death and resurrection. Quoting Psalm 68:18, Paul says about 
Christ, “When he ascended on high, he took many captives” (Ephesians 4:8). The ESV puts 
it that Christ “led a host of captives.” Some say this refers to an event not elsewhere 
described in Scripture, namely, that Jesus gathered all the redeemed who were in paradise 
and took them to their permanent dwelling in heaven. That is, after securing their salvation 
on the cross, Jesus brought Abraham, David, Joshua, Daniel, the beggar Lazarus, the thief 
on the cross, and everyone else who had previously been justified by faith, and led them 
from Hades (the abode of the dead in general) to their new spiritual home. 
 
Another view of Ephesians 4 is that ascended on high is a straightforward reference to 
Jesus’ ascension. Christ returned to heaven victoriously, as God. In His triumph, Jesus had 
defeated and taken captive our spiritual enemies: the devil, death, and the curse of sin. 
 
All of this is to say that the Bible gives scant information about what exactly Christ did for 
the three days between His death and resurrection. The only thing we know for sure is that, 
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according to Jesus’ own words on the cross, He went to paradise. We can also say with 
confidence that, His work of redemption finished, Jesus did not have to suffer in hell. 
 
 
 
 

TERMINOLOGY of the KINGDOM 
 

1.  Defining the Hope – Matthew 3:1-2 
2.   Synonymous Expressions – Matthew 19:23-24 
3.   John’s Writings – John 18:36 
4.   Paul’s Writings – Colossians 1:27-28 

Terminology of the Kingdom 
 

1. Defining the Hope (Matt. 3:1–2). Amplified Version 
The Preaching of John the Baptist 
3 In those days [a]John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the Wilderness of Judea 
[along the western side of the Dead Sea] and saying, 2 “[b]Repent [change your inner 
self—your old way of thinking, regret past sins, live your life in a way that proves 
repentance; seek God’s purpose for your life], for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
Footnotes 

a. Matthew 3:1 Considered the last of the Old Testament prophets, John the Baptist was the son of 
Zecharias (Zechariah) the priest and his wife, Elizabeth. Elizabeth and Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
were related (Luke 1:36), and Mary may have been with Elizabeth at the time John was born (Luke 
1:56). John the Baptist is not to be confused with John the Apostle who along with his brother, 
James, was among the twelve disciples of Jesus. 

b. Matthew 3:2 Jews believed they would automatically be granted entrance into the Messianic 
kingdom, so this new teaching that repentance was required was very difficult to accept. 

The New Testament records 137 references to “the kingdom,” and over one hundred of 
these are during Jesus’ ministry, as His entire teaching and approach as Messiah—the 
Savior-King—center on this theme. To what does “the kingdom” refer? It refers to God’s 
sovereign rule in the universe—He is the King of the heavens. (See Gen. 1:1 In the 
beginning God ([a]Elohim) [b]created [by forming from nothing] the heavens and the earth.) 
But more specifically, here it refers to the entry of God’s long-anticipated Anointed 
One—the prophesied Messiah, the promised Son of David who would not be the Savior, 
Deliverer, and King of only Israel, but of all mankind. “The Gentiles” (or all nations)—all 
flesh—were promised recipients of this hope (Is. 9:6–7; 11:10; 40:5).  
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Is. 9:6-7 For to us a Child shall be born, to us a Son shall be given; 
And the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7  
There shall be no end to the increase of His government and of peace, 
[He shall rule] on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 
From that time forward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this. 

Is. 11:10 Then in that day 
The nations will make supplications to the Root of Jesse 
Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; 
And His resting place will be glorious. 

Is. 40:5 “And the glory and majesty and splendor of the Lord will be revealed, 
And all humanity shall see it together; 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken it.” 

Declaring the kingdom “at hand,” that is, “drawing near,” John was announcing that the 
rule of God’s King was about to overthrow the power and rule of all evil—both human 
and hellish. The “kingdom” was near because the King was here. And His presence, 
introducing the power of “the kingdom of God,” meant a new world of potential hope 
to mankind. Man would no more need be held hostage to either the rule of death over 
mankind, resultant from human sin and sinning, or to the deadening rule of oppressive 
human systems, political or otherwise. Further, the kingdom of darkness would be 
confronted and the death, deprivation, disease, and destruction levied by satanic power 
would begin to be overthrown. As God’s King, Jesus offers the blessing of God’s rule, 
now available to bring life to every human experience, as well as deliverance from the 
dominance of either flesh or the Devil. 

2. Synonymous Expressions (Matt. 19:23–24).  
23 Jesus said to His disciples, “I assure you and most solemnly say to you, it is difficult 
for a rich man [who clings to possessions and status as security] to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man [who places his faith in wealth and status] to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 

This text uses the phrases “kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of God” interchangeably. In doing so, it 
sufficiently demonstrates that the two terms are meant to refer to one and the same thing: the 
kingdom. Although some make a labored distinction between them, this text and ten others in the 
Gospels clearly show that the “kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of God” are verifiably synonyms. 
Matthew is the only New Testament writer who used the term “kingdom of heaven.” In doing so, he 
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showed a sensitivity toward his originally intended audience of Jewish readers, for whom too frequent a 
use of the name of “God” would have seemed irreverent. By a variety of terms Matthew refers to “the 
kingdom” fifty times in his Gospel: thirty-two times as “kingdom of heaven”; five times as “kingdom of 
God”; four times as the “Father’s” kingdom; and twice as the kingdom of “the Son of Man.” The 
remaining seven references are simply to “the kingdom” without other designation. This variety in the 
usage, made by the only one using the phrase “kingdom of heaven,” surely shows these terms to be 
synonyms for the kingdom. 

3. John’s Writings (John 18:36).  
36 Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not of this world [nor does it have its origin in this 
world]. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would be fighting [hard] to keep 
Me from being handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this world.” 

John is the only Gospel writer who records these words of Jesus: “My kingdom is not of 
this world.” Near the end of the first century, when John was writing his Gospel, 
Christians were often assailed with the accusation that their goals were not spiritual, but 
political. The Roman Empire was being filled with reborn citizens of a heavenly kingdom, 
but their “kingdom of God” terminology could be misunderstood. Thus, John adopts the 
phrase “eternal life,” as much to show the new quality of life Jesus Christ has brought as 
to describe its quantity. The idea of “eternal life” describes a divine dimension of life 
available to mankind, as well as a destined duration of “everlasting” endlessness. The 
words “eternal life” occur fifteen times in John’s writings, “the kingdom of God” only six. 
Some have thought John’s relatively infrequent use of “kingdom of God” suggested this 
message application was confined only to the time of Jesus’ ministry and the birth of 
“the church age.” Notwithstanding the fact that the birth of the church did introduce a 
new era in human history, the message of “the gospel of the kingdom” was not changed. 
For example, see the thrust of its being taught and preached throughout  

 

Acts 20:25 “And now, listen carefully: I know that none of you, among whom I went about 
preaching the kingdom, [a]will see me again. Footnotes 

a. Acts 20:25 Paul did not to expect to return to Ephesus, but he did. See 1 Tim 1:3. 

Acts 28:23 
23 When they had set a day for Paul, they came to his lodging in large numbers. And he 
carefully explained [Christianity] to them from morning until evening, solemnly testifying 
about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, both from the 
Law of Moses and from the [writings of the] Prophets. 
 
Acts 28: 30–31 
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30 And Paul lived there for two full years [at his own expense] in his own rented lodging 
and welcomed all who came to him, 31 preaching and proclaiming the kingdom of God 
and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness and boldness, 
unhindered and unrestrained. 
 
 

4. Paul’s Writings (Col. 1:27–28).  
27 God [in His eternal plan] chose to make known to them how great for the Gentiles are 
the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in and among you, the 
hope and guarantee of [realizing the] glory. 28 We proclaim Him, warning and instructing 
everyone in all wisdom [that is, with comprehensive insight into the word and purposes 
of God], so that we may present every person complete in Christ [mature, fully trained, 
and perfect in Him—the Anointed]. 

 

“In Christ” is the expression Paul most frequently uses to designate the new life potential 
through the gospel. The Messiah (Christ) being King, the term clearly places the believer in the 
circle of all that is represented and contained in the King, His salvation conquest, and His 
personal rule. The essential truth is that the Savior-King has come, and in Him the rule of God 
has altered the limits sin has heretofore placed on individuals. People no longer need be ruled 
by their carnality (flesh) or controlled by evil (the devil). Being freed, that is, transferred to a 
new kingdom, they can know the joy of a relationship with God through the power of the Cross 
and can realize a beginning reinstatement of their rulership under God, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Thereby, living in the King’s kingdom brings a dual hope: eternity with Christ and 
the promise of grace to begin “reigning in life.” Now, “in Christ” designates the new life that 
may be lived in the benefits of, and by the power of, the King Jesus, “who has brought life 
[reigning in life presently in Christ—Rom. 5:17]  

17 For if by the trespass of the one (Adam), death reigned through the one (Adam), 
much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in [eternal] life through the One, Jesus Christ. 

and immortality [reigning forever with Christ—Rev. 22:5]  

5 And there will no longer be night; they have no need for lamplight or sunlight, because 
the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign [as kings] forever and ever. 

to light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10). 

10 but now [that extraordinary purpose and grace] has been fully disclosed and realized 
by us through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus who [through His incarnation 
and earthly ministry] abolished death [making it null and void] and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel, 
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NoteS: 
 
1828: FOUNDA'TION, noun [Latin fundatio, fundo.] 
The basis or ground work, or any thing; that on which any thing stands, and by which it is 
supported… CORNERSTONE: 
Isaiah 28:14-22 NIV (The Covenant with Death/Egypt to deliver them) 
16 So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: 
 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone,(H) 
    a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation;(I) 
the one who relies on it will never be stricken with panic.(J) 

Stone: Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14-15; Daniel 2:34-35; Acts 4:8-22 
11 Jesus is“‘the stone you builders rejected,   which has become the cornerstone.’[a] 
 

Panic:Isaiah 45:17; Isaiah 50:7 (Is 54;4); Romans 9:33 (Romans 10:11); 1 Peter 2:6 

Foundation:2 Timothy 2:19; 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 
10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each 
one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 

THERE IS NO OTHER WAY TO LIVE IN THE THRESHOLD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NoTEs: 
 
 
WE HAVE AN ENEMY 
 
Session I 
The Yellow Brick Road: The Enemy’s Kingdom 
 
Mention the Kingdom Chart 
 

I. We Have An Enemy 
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You mean he’s real? 
Not just the opposite balance of good in us, but a literal real entity? 
 
Remind you:  Spiritual being having a physical experience 
 
My litmus test:  Child abuse (prey on our children) 
 
Having a hard time believing this, hang with me 
Suspend conclusion until tomorrow 
 
SATAN:  (sah-tahn); 

• An opponent, or the Opponent 
the hater; the accuser; adversary, enemy; one who resists, obstructs, and hinders whatever is good.  
 

• Wanted to be God, was thrown down from heaven with a third of the angels.  Which are now 
called 

demons, demonic spirits.   
 
(Revelation 12:7-9  “And there was war in heaven.  Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 
dragon and his angles fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.  The great 
dragon was hurled down, that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.  He was 
hurled to the earth, and his angles with him.”)  ( Also in Isaiah 14:12-15) 
 

• Hell was created for them.   
 

(Matthew 25:41…Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”) 
 

• Satan comes from the verb which means “to be an opponent,” or “to withstand.”  
As a noun, satan can describe any “opponent” (2 Sam. 19:21-22).  
However, when the form ha-satan (the Adversary) occurs, the translation is usually “Satan,”  
not his name, but his accurate description: hateful enemy 
 

• Since Satan is the Hater, he is all the more opposed to God, who is love. 
 

(1 John 4:7-8 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 
 
1 John 3:10 & 14c 
“This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are:  Anyone who does not do 
what is right is not a child of god; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 14c “Anyone who does not love 
remains in death.”) 
 

• Mankind did not witness Satan’s beginning, but by God’s design shall see his end, one of 
ceaseless torment and humiliation 

 
(Isaiah. 14:16a “Those who see you stare at you, they ponder your fate:”  
 
Ezek. 28:12c-19 
“You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  You were in Eden, the garden of God;  
every precious stone adorned you:  ruby, topaz, and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper; sapphire, turquoise and 
beryl.  Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared.  You were 
anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you.  You were on the holy mount of God;  you walked among the 
fiery stones.  You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in  you.  
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Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned.  So I drove you in disgrace from the 
mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.  Your heart became proud on 
account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor.  So I threw you to the earth;  I 
made a spectacle of you before kings.  By your many sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries.  
So I made a fie come out form you, and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all 
who were watching  all the nations who knew you are appalled at you; you have come to a horrible end and will be 
no more.” 
 
Rev. 20:10 
“And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false 
prophet had been thrown.  They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”). 
 

• Unbelief is a product of belong to the enemy  
John 8:42-45 
“Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here.  I have 
not come on my own; but He sent me.  Why is my language not clear to you?  Because you are unable to hear what I 
say.  You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’ desire.  He was a murderer from 
the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks his native language, for 
he is a liar and the father of lies.  Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!  Can any of you prove me guilty 
of sin?  If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?  He who belongs to God hears what God says.  The 
reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 
 
 
II.  He Hates Us 
 
John 10:10a 
“The thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy…” 
 
1 Peter 5:8 
“Be self controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour.”  
 
Luke 22:31 
“And the lord said, “Simon! Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat.” 
 
 

• e.g. ADAM&EVE 
 
Genesis 1 overview 
 
Gen. 1:26 
“Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over…all the earth 
27 
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male & female he created them.   
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the 
fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground. Vs.  31a And God 
saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” 
 
Genesis 2 details 
 
Gen 2:15 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
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 Work:  abad (aw-bad’) to work, implied to serve, enslave, bond servant, compel, husbandman, 
keep, labor, bring to pass, servant, service, be wrought, worshipper.     

 
 Take care: shamar (shaw-mar’)  to hedge about as with thorns, beware, be circumspect, guard, 

protect, attend to, take heed, mark, look narrowly, observe, preserve, regard, save, sure wait, 
watch. 

 
 

Vs 16 
“And the Lord God commanded  the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not ear 
form the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” 
 
Created Eve, as it was not good for man to be alone 
 
Gen 3:1-6 
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.  He said to the woman, 
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?” 
 
The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden but God did say, “You must not eat 
fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.” 
Vs. 4 
You will not surely die” the serpent said to the woman.  (5) For God knows that when u eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
Vs 6 
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 
gaining wisdom, she took some an date it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  
 
 
ASK:  Why was the enemy in the garden to begin with? 
          Had Adam forsaken his duties? 
          Is Eve daft? 
          How could she fall for such an illusion? ________________? 
 
The Enemy’s methods: 

• The encounter with the enemy 
Step #1:  Dons a disguise (angel of light) that the woman would find acceptable 
 
Step #2:  Outwits the inexperienced woman through confusion & distortion.  

   Did He really say? 
    Do you think that is what He really meant?   
                QUESTIONING God’s motives. 
 
Step #3:  Satan redefines God to Eve.   
                He cast doubt on God’s plan/order/instructions.   
                QUESTIONING God’s character.  
                (A process he personally knows, he is seeking to distort her image of God.          
                 “He would not want you to do without.”  ) 
 
Step #4:  He reconstructed God’s directives. 
                (“You will not surely die! You will become…. 
 
Step #5:  He elevated the role of humanity to be like God.  
                (Which was his sin = self aggrandizement) 
                (“You will become LIKE HIM!”) 
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Appeals to our flesh, our human nature 
1 John 2:16 (Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, pride of life) 
(“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world.”) 
 
 

!Tried same method w/Jesus:  (see Matt. 4, Mark 1, and Luke 4).  
Temptation of Christ 
 
III.  We Are Living In His World 
 

 1 John 5: 19    
“We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.” 

 2 Corinthians 11: 14 
“And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  It is not surprising, then, if his servants 
masquerade as servants of righteousness.”   

 John 12:31 (Jesus speaking with the Greeks) 
“Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.” 

 2 Corinthians 4:4 
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ, who is the image of God.” 
 
 

• Return to JESSICA’S story:   
Who sinned?   
How did Jessica’s parents not know via the HS to NOT send her there?   
Did they commit a sin of omission, not doing something they knew was right to do? (OMISSION)  
 
Was Jessica being punished by the Lord?   
Did Jessica commit a sin and this was her punishment?(COMMISSION)  
 
Was it a test?   
 
May I propose to you my dear sisters… 
Sin of exploitation (laid upon you, imposed upon you, an act of spiritual molestation) (EXPLOITATION) 
 
Sin committed unto you.  Abuse.  We have an enemy.  He hates us.  And we are living in His world. 
No wonder the Yellow Brick Road is so easy to walk on.   
So easy to get lost on. 
 
So HOW do we live in this world?  Session II:  Put Your Red Shoes On:  Understanding Your Kingdom 
 
Where are you today with this information? 
 
INVITATION: 

• Wondering if this is true:  Spiritual being having a physical experience 
Salvation area of altar 
 

• Maybe you are like Jessica.  Ended up walking this yellow brick road because you were 
exploited.   

It was imposed upon you. 
Today is the end of your wondering. 
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Today is the end of your erroneous acceptance that it is your fault. Today is the end of that guilt & shame. 
Today is the end of the protective wall built up because you felt so shafted…. 
Today is the day to JUMP off this road 
 
1 John 4:4  He that is in you is GREATER than he that is in the world 
 
ALTAR: 
There will be an altar response to Session I calling for healing from deception (perhaps sins of omission as well) also 
asking for first time conversions.  Jolene, is there special place at the altar for those beginning their personal 
relationship w/JC?  Like right side near the doors? 
So I can state from the altar those who have not begun this personal relationship, please go to this area at the altar. 
 
Use in closing 
Ephesians 2:1-5 
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways 
of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  
All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and 
thoughts.  Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.  But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich 
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgression—it is by grace you have been saved.” 
 
 
Hebrews 4:15 
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
temped in every way, just as we are—yet was w/o sin.  So let us approach the throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” 
 
“2 Chronicles 16:9 
“For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”   
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