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Week 1:  Meeting Paul 
Week 2:  Philemon 
 

“The highest doctrine concerning Jesus Christ in the New Testament.” 
         The Renovare Spiritual Formation Bible pg 2137 

 
I.The Doctrine 
II.The Colossians:  A.The WHAT,B.TheWHY,C.The HOW  
 III.The Cost (false doctrine allowed) 

INTRO:  • Enter Colossae • 
Wright, N. T. (1986). Colossians and Philemon: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 12, p. 33). InterVarsity Press. 

• On his second missionary journey, Paul was in the area of the cities of Derbe and Lystra 
(Acts 16:1–6) and traveled to various cities in the area (16:4). During this time, he 
apparently either sent emissaries to Colossae or made a short visit to the city himself 
unrecorded in Acts. Whether Paul ever visited Colossae we do not know, but this letter 
to the Christians there has played a significant role in understanding Pauline thought. 
This letter is often linked to Philemon, discussed immediately after 

 

A. City of Colossae 

• Colossae was the least important city to which any of Paul’s letters is addressed. 
  

• The city was located in the Lycus Valley in the western part of the Roman province of Asia, 
near the more important cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col 2:1; 4:3, 15–16), in the 
region of ancient Phrygia,  
 

• was known for its cold-water supply, which fed various surrounding cities. It was near the 
Meander River, of which the Lycus River is a tributary, approximately a hundred miles east 
of Ephesus. 

 
• Herodotus mentions Colossae as a “great city of Phrygia” (Histories 7.30.1 LCL), though he 

is inaccurate in his description of its location; this reference attests to its antiquity and 
early greatness. Xenophon, too, says that it was populous, wealthy, and large (Anabasis 
1.21.6).  

 
• The city suffered varied political fortunes under the Seleucids, however, until the Romans 

had the entire region given to them in 133 BC.  
 

• Commentaries frequently include comments about a period of decline for Colossae in the 
first century BC, and Strabo refers to it as a small town (Geography 12.8.13).  

 
• This decline is true but may not be the entire story. According to Peter O’Brien, on the 

basis of inscriptional evidence, Colossae continued to exist well into the first century.  

https://ref.ly/logosres/tntc72colus?ref=Page.p+33&off=850&ctx=had+a+different+end+%7Ein+view.+National+Is
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• It was in the middle of an area given to wool production and was very well known for a 

very fine quality of dark red dyed wool, called Colossian or in Latin colossinus (Strabo, 
Geography 12.8.16; Pliny, Natural History 21.51). A major difficulty in gaining knowledge 
about Colossae is the site’s never having been excavated, although there are rumors that 
such excavation is imminent. 

 
• Laodicea, a more recently founded city, was located near Colossae. Laodicea had been 

founded under the Seleucid king Antiochus II in 261 BC and was named after his wife, 
Laodice. It was the center of the judicial circuit, had a Roman cohort stationed there, and 
was the center of the financial and banking industries.  

 
• In contrast to the modest financial wealth of Colossae, it is reported that after a 

particularly bad earthquake in 60/61 (Pliny, Natural History 5.105; according to Strabo, 
Laodicea and its environs were known to have numerous earthquakes) Laodicea was 
sufficiently wealthy to be able to afford rebuilding itself with its own money (it is unknown 
whether or how Colossae was affected by this earthquake).  

 
• Hierapolis, or “holy city,” located a few miles northwest of Colossae, was also a Seleucid 

city, founded either in 281–261 BC or 197–160 BC. It was known for its hot mineral springs. 
 

• The Jewish settlement at Colossae probably originated sometime in the early second 
century BC when Babylonian Jews were brought into the area (according to Josephus, 
Jewish Antiquities 12.147–53), although it is possible some Jews settled there a little 
earlier. These Babylonian Jewish settlers may well have originally been sent as military 
troops, the terms of service being no taxes for ten years and the right to live under their 
own laws.  

 
• There was a tradition (2 Macc 8:20) that these Diaspora Jews were particularly good 

fighters. On the basis of accounts that record a dispute in 62/61 BC about the temple tax 
(the Roman governor Flaccus tried to prevent the sending of the temple tax, but he was 
removed from office for this; see Cicero, Pro Flacco 28.68) and about whether money 
could be sent from one region to another, scholars try to estimate the number of Jews in 
the area. The debates over the temple tax indicate that a large number of Jews, possibly 
as many as 11,000, lived in the Laodicea and Hierapolis area. 

 
• It is difficult to determine the origin of the Christian population of Colossae. There are two 

major alternatives. The first is that those from the surrounding area were responsible for 
bringing the gospel to Colossae. Acts 2:10 says that Phrygians were in Jerusalem on the 
day of Pentecost; they may have been responsible for bringing Christianity to the area 
upon their return home.  
The second alternative is that the city was evangelized by Paul but perhaps not directly, 
even though he evangelized elsewhere in Phrygia-Galatia (Col 2:1)—and hence may have 
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visited the city—but by one of his fellow missionaries, such as Epaphras (1:7; 4:12–13), 
probably at the time of Paul’s stay in Ephesus during his second missionary journey (Acts 
19:10).  
 

• In either case, it appears that the area had been evangelized by Christians within twenty-
five years of Christ’s death. The church may have turned away from Christianity for a 
while, quite possibly because of the problems addressed in the letter (see also 2 Tim 1:15 

You know that everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me, including Phygelus 
and Hermogenes.), but it appears to have remained faithful for at least a few years after 
the letter was written. 1 

 
THE INTRO 
I.The Doctrine 
II.The Colossians:  A.The WHAT,B.TheWHY,C.The HOW  
 III.The Cost (false doctrine allowed) 
 

I. The Doctrine: 
 
Colossians 1:19-20 [In Him, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. NRSV] 
19 For God was pleased(A) to have all his fullness(B) dwell in him,20 and through him to 
reconcile(C) to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven,(D) by making 
peace(E)through his blood,(F) shed on the cross.  NIV 
Cross references 

A. Colossians 1:19 : S Eph 1:5 
B. Colossians 1:19 : S Jn 1:16 
C. Colossians 1:20 : S Ro 5:10 
D. Colossians 1:20 : Eph 1:10 
E. Colossians 1:20 : S Lk 2:14 
F. Colossians 1:20 : Eph 2:13 

 
NKJV Reconciled in Christ 
19 For it pleased the Father that (A)in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and (B)by Him to 
reconcile (C)all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, (D)having 
made peace through the blood of His cross. 

19 For God was pleased(A)  
Eph 1:5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure... 
 
to have all his fullness(B) dwell in him,20  
Jn 1:16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 
 
and through him* to reconcile(C) to himself all things,  

 
1 Wright, N. T. (1986). Colossians and Philemon: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 12, p. 33). InterVarsity Press. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29485A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29485B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29486C
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29486D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29486E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29486F
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#en-NIV-29485
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#en-NIV-29485
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#en-NIV-29486
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#en-NIV-29486
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#en-NIV-29486
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#en-NIV-29486
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-29485A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-29486B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-29486C
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NKJV#cen-NKJV-29486D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29485A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29485B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29486C
https://ref.ly/logosres/tntc72colus?ref=Page.p+33&off=850&ctx=had+a+different+end+%7Ein+view.+National+Is
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*Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, [a]we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

*Ephesians 2:14   For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down 
the middle wall of separation, 

c.Romans 5:10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how... 

c.2 Corinthians 5:18 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 

 
whether things on earth or things in heaven,(D)  
Ephesians 1:10  to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment —to bring unity to all 
things in... 
 
by making peace(E) 

Luke 2:14  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.” 
 

through his blood,(F) shed on the cross.  NIV 
Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. 
 
 
CEB: Because all the fullness of God was pleased to live in him, 
20         and he reconciled all things to himself through him— 
        whether things on earth or in the heavens. 
            He brought peace through the blood of his cross. CEB 
 

Calvin rightly points: “this Epistle … to express it in one word,  
distinguishes the true Christ from a fictitious one2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE INTRO 
I.The Doctrine 

 
2 Pao, D. W. (2012). Colossians and Philemon (p. 19). Zondervan. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A1%2CEphesians%202%3A14&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28049a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29486D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29486E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A19-20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29486F
https://ref.ly/logosres/exegcomm72col?ref=Bible.Col&off=114&ctx=ct+matter%2c+to+which+%7ECalvin+rightly+point
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II.The Colossians:  A.The WHAT,B.TheWHY,C.The HOW  
 III.The Cost (false doctrine allowed) 

II. The Colossians (Who are these people in Colossae?)  
 

In the beginning…On his second missionary journey, Paul was in the area of the cities of Derbe 
and Lystra (Acts 16:1–6) and traveled to various cities in the area (16:4). During this time, he 
apparently either sent emissaries to Colossae or made a short visit to the city himself 
unrecorded in Acts. Whether Paul ever visited Colossae we do not know, but this letter to the 
Christians there has played a significant role in understanding Pauline thought.3 
 
 

Colossae was the least important city to which any of Paul’s letters is addressed4 
 

A. The WHAT was said to the Church in Colossae: 
 
The letter (writing) is rather short. 
Includes:   
1 Pao, D. W. (2012). Colossians and Philemon (p. 21). Zondervan. 

• various literary forms and genres: thanksgiving and prayer reports, hymn, vice and virtue 
lists, household code, and general exhortation.  

 
• Jesus is heralded as the Creator of the Universe but also as the accomplisher of God’s 

salvation plan = The Lord of the New Creation.  Which = Lord of the Cosmos and… 
 

every realm of human existence, including people’s private practices, their community 
and households, and their interactions with outsiders. Pao, D. W. (2012). Colossians and Philemon (p. 21). 
Zondervan. 

 

Pao, D. W. (2012). Colossians and Philemon (p. 21). Zondervan. 

• one of the most significant christological discussions in the NT,  
 

It illustrates the profound interrelationship between:  
 

a. Christology, noun 

1. the branch of Christian theology relating to the person, nature, and role of Christ. 
 

Tension from: 
• “realized eschatology”  is sometimes emphasized when Jewish concerns are at the 

center of discussion (e.g., Galatians), Pao, D. W. (2012). Colossians and Philemon (p. 21). Zondervan. 

• “future eschatology” 
while future eschatology can often be found when “pneumatic enthusiasm” [spiritual fervor] 
can be identified (e.g., 1-2 Cor, Phil).11 This may partly explain the emphasis on the present 
fulfillment of eschatological hope in Colossians. Pao, D. W. (2012). Colossians and Philemon (p. 21). Zondervan. 
 

b. theology, noun 

1. the study of the nature of God and religious belief. 
 

 
3 Porter, S. E. (2016). The Apostle Paul: His Life, Thought, and Letters (p. 354). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 
4 Porter, S. E. (2016). The Apostle Paul: His Life, Thought, and Letters (p. 354). William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/exegcomm72col?ref=Bible.Col&off=3792&ctx=rms+of+authorship.7%0a%7EIn+terms+of+theology
https://ref.ly/logosres/exegcomm72col?ref=Bible.Col&off=3792&ctx=rms+of+authorship.7%0a%7EIn+terms+of+theology
https://ref.ly/logosres/exegcomm72col?ref=Bible.Col&off=3792&ctx=rms+of+authorship.7%0a%7EIn+terms+of+theology
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hs=QTCp&sca_esv=fb6ec2c420ab31bb&rls=en&q=theology&si=AL3DRZGCrnAF0R35UNPJcgaBbCFa84RJWegUNzVOSRhI7scPngJNkoeRuhN_UYOQj0AIkELZ96q09gHLXq8EHwSSFU1IlTrxPxiYaz8RhdUvHURjGi45DD0%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjRl8T7wpqSAxUd4MkDHQ5mFzMQyecJegQIGRAQ
https://ref.ly/logosres/exegcomm72col?ref=Bible.Col&off=3792&ctx=rms+of+authorship.7%0a%7EIn+terms+of+theology
https://ref.ly/logosres/exegcomm72col?ref=Bible.Col&off=3792&ctx=rms+of+authorship.7%0a%7EIn+terms+of+theology
https://ref.ly/logosres/pstlplthghlttrs?ref=Page.p+354&off=359&ctx=3.+Colossians%0a%7EOn+his+second+missionary+j
https://ref.ly/logosres/pstlplthghlttrs?ref=Page.p+354&off=1082&ctx=A.+City+of+Colossae%0a%7EColossae+was+the+lea
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c. soteriology, noun 
THEOLOGY 

1. the doctrine of salvation. 
↓ 

 

Cross Ref. Rom 8:38-39; 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons,[a] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. NIV 
 

1 Cor 2:6–8; 6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we declare 
God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before 
time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not 
have cruci�ied the Lord of glory. NIV 

 

1 Cor 4:9; 9 For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the 
procession, like those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the 
whole universe, to angels as well as to human beings. NIV 

 

Phil 2:10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth,NIV 
 

d. ecclesiology, noun 

1. theology as applied to the nature and structure of the Christian Church. 
 

e. eschatology, noun 

1. the part of theology concerned with death, judgment, and the final destiny of the soul 
and of humankind. 

In terms of eschatology, references to things yet to be fulfilled also play an important role in this 
letter (cf. 1:23; 2:18–19; 3:4, 6, 24). Some would even argue that “eschatological judgment is a 
central issue in this letter.”9  
 

f. ethics. 5 noun 

1. moral principles that govern a person's behavior or the conducting of an activity. 
 

Seriously Theological + Practical. 
 
 
 

 
QUESTIONS: 

How old was this community?  
The high writing style…why?  
Written to be read outloud.   

 
5 Pao, D. W. (2012). Colossians and Philemon (p. 21). Zondervan. 

Like poetry.   
COMMUNITY “LETTER” 
Well educated society? 

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hs=STCp&sca_esv=fb6ec2c420ab31bb&rls=en&q=doctrine&si=AL3DRZGCrnAF0R35UNPJcgaBbCFa9P0wGp55g3eEw4GUJLQmIN9n7Yxh6hJxOVH50o3-9kU-nwcQR2LD5N1TbTeSCmAsgi461D99B-laYQau5iJU8UWkIRw%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiouYuxw5qSAxWG18kDHap5F3kQyecJegQIIBAR
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hs=STCp&sca_esv=fb6ec2c420ab31bb&rls=en&q=salvation&si=AL3DRZENm3Vb5fKAKJGBSnAO98GG7Fj72fKMaiWsoXcoLL94W_BXhvewH_WBZbDIWIwXCwSpzynFE46m1OR20gZ2XAeVKRS7Y6kHgZms-hyij4fnTqZBSZQ%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiouYuxw5qSAxWG18kDHap5F3kQyecJegQIIBAS
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%208%3A38-40%3B%201%20Cor%202%3A6%E2%80%938%3B%204%3A9%3B%20Phil%202%3A10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28155a
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hs=6nr9&sca_esv=fb6ec2c420ab31bb&rls=en&q=theology&si=AL3DRZGCrnAF0R35UNPJcgaBbCFa84RJWegUNzVOSRhI7scPngJNkoeRuhN_UYOQj0AIkELZ96q09gHLXq8EHwSSFU1IlTrxPxiYaz8RhdUvHURjGi45DD0%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjWnYq9w5qSAxUE78kDHRIjNcYQyecJegQIHxAQ
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hs=7nr9&sca_esv=fb6ec2c420ab31bb&rls=en&q=theology&si=AL3DRZGCrnAF0R35UNPJcgaBbCFa84RJWegUNzVOSRhI7scPngJNkoeRuhN_UYOQj0AIkELZ96q09gHLXq8EHwSSFU1IlTrxPxiYaz8RhdUvHURjGi45DD0%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiEs4fcw5qSAxUrzMkDHTU5EroQyecJegQIFxAQ
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hs=7nr9&sca_esv=fb6ec2c420ab31bb&rls=en&q=humankind&si=AL3DRZENm3Vb5fKAKJGBSnAO98GGlOMo7JdxXWZS12SuKcH4EUthV5uhogK7Qceq97hX3PjXwO-exsYUIC6G70tmGz-P2JgBpiGsglVmckvP8-DxQkkeE_8%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiEs4fcw5qSAxUrzMkDHTU5EroQyecJegQIFxAR
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&hs=8nr9&sca_esv=fb6ec2c420ab31bb&rls=en&q=govern&si=AL3DRZE8Uy6xRL8ZvZrZygCzBKm49sJn-LeCVu0hx-pqnxLf70ffK3_kl_2dlMnZOBm_XsjoZQD0mVZAUEBVql4emum_1AyQvg%3D%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjp-OXrw5qSAxVv4MkDHbV3H4AQyecJegQIIxAQ
https://ref.ly/logosres/exegcomm72col?ref=Bible.Col&off=3792&ctx=rms+of+authorship.7%0a%7EIn+terms+of+theology
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Wealthy city? 
Did Epaphras plant this church? 
X 

X 
X 

 
B. The WHY behind the WHAT was said to the Church in Colossae: 

 
Why such a heavy emphasis on CHRISTOLOGY? 
False Teaching happening:  
Colossians 2:20-23 
20 Since you died with Christ to the elemental spiritual forces of this world, why, as though 
you still belonged to the world, do you submit to its rules: 21 “Do not handle! Do not taste! 
Do not touch!”? 22 These rules, which have to do with things that are all destined to 
perish with use, are based on merely human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations 
indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false 
humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining 
sensual indulgence. 
 

Paul assumes the Colossians all know of this/these False Teaching. He list the problem so 
EVERYONE who hears the letter will know that he knows what is going on and it is very clear 
what he is referring to. He leaves NO ROOM for guessing or misinterpreting or… “could he have 
meant this?” 
 

C. The HOW of the WHY behind the WHAT was Said to the Church in Colossae: 
 
ASIATIC RHETORIC: 
been noted that the style of this letter is “characteristic of Asiatic rhetoric,”14 which also allows 
this letter to be located comfortably within first-century Asia Minor.  
1Witherington, B., III. (2007). The letters to Philemon, the Colossians, and the Ephesians : a socio-rhetorical commentary on the captivity Epistles 
(pp. 5–6). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
 

DEFINING ASIATIC RHETORIC: (Used in Ephesians as well) 

Asiatic rhetoric was known for its emotion & affectation: 
 

1 Witherington, B., III. (2007). The letters to Philemon, the Colossians, and the Ephesians : a socio-rhetorical commentary on the captivity Epistles (pp. 5–6). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

The styles of Asiatic oratory are two, one epigrammatic and pointed, full of fine ideas which 
are not so weighty and serious as neat and graceful, the other with not so many sententious 
(moralistic) ideas, but voluble and hurried in its flow of language, and marked by an 
ornamented and elegant diction. (Brutus 95, 325) LOTS OF VERBS & ADJECTIVES - Hallmark 

 
Words + Actions + Pitch + Speed + Voice modulation (Change) + Facial contortions + Gestures 
 

This thoroughly Hellenized region of the Empire had long been a haven for the rhetoric of 
praise and blame, a trend only exacerbated with the rise of the emperor cult. It is entirely believable 
that in Ephesians Paul is striving to speak of Christ and the church in the same sort of laudatory and effusive terms often used 
of the emperor, his virtues, his accomplishments, and the like as well as of various religious cults, including the cult of Artemis. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/sorhet78phm?ref=Page.p+5&off=1344&ctx=ns+of+the+speech.16%0a%7EAsiatic+rhetoric+was
https://ref.ly/logosres/sorhet78phm?ref=Page.p+5&off=1344&ctx=ns+of+the+speech.16%0a%7EAsiatic+rhetoric+was
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Indeed, Paul is seeking to show how God in Christ eclipses the glory and accomplishments of 
the emperor and other such pagan figures (and deities). 6  
BTW:  Philemon is a miniature rhetorical masterpiece in an Asiatic vein.7 
 
Taste of Asiatic rhetoric of Colossians: 
 

Paul goes from Greeting to Thankfulness for the Colossians to Christ’s Supremacy to 
reminding them of his sufferings “for their sake” to what being a mature Christian lives 
like to the theology  behind what JC did to Warnings against those false teachers to what 
a New Life in Christ is like to Rules for Christian Households to closing embrace and final 
greetings.  
 
Superfluous stylings of oration   
 
THE INTRO 
I.The Doctrine 
II.The Colossians:  A.The WHAT,B.TheWHY,C.The HOW  
 

III. The Cost (What happens when we SHIFT…) 
False Doctrine leads to believing it?  {Adam & Eve} 
Infection.  Grows.  Misshapes our lives.  Shadows Jesus.  Does not work.  Eventually, 
can we walk away from Christ?  Is this a weapon of the enemy?  What do we see in 
doctrine today that may fall in this category? CAN WE TELL WHEN WE MIGHT BE 
SHIFTING? 

 

A. Getting God wrong: 
 

Colossians 1:21-23 CEB 
21 Once you were alienated from God and you were enemies with him in your minds, which 
was shown by your evil actions.22 But now he has reconciled you by his physical body 
through death, to present you before God as a people who are holy, faultless, and without 
blame. 23 But you need to remain well established and rooted in faith and not shift 
away from the hope given in the good news that you heard. This message has been 
preached throughout all creation under heaven. And I, Paul, became a servant of this good 
news. 
 
 
 
Colossians 1:21-23 NIV 
21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies(A)  
Romans 5:10 NIV 
10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his 
Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

 
6 Witherington, B., III. (2007). The letters to Philemon, the Colossians, and the Ephesians : a socio-rhetorical commentary on the captivity Epistles (pp. 5–6). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
7 Witherington, B., III. (2007). The letters to Philemon, the Colossians, and the Ephesians : a socio-rhetorical commentary on the captivity Epistles (pp. 5–6). Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29487A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A10&version=NIV
https://ref.ly/logosres/sorhet78phm?ref=Page.p+5&off=1344&ctx=ns+of+the+speech.16%0a%7EAsiatic+rhetoric+was
https://ref.ly/logosres/sorhet78phm?ref=Page.p+5&off=1344&ctx=ns+of+the+speech.16%0a%7EAsiatic+rhetoric+was


WNC:  Winter Series 
LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK 3 – ENTER COLOSSIANS  

Philemon∗Colossians∗Ephesians∗Philippians 

 9 

CEB  
10 If we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son while we were still enemies, now 
that we have been reconciled, how much more certain is it that we will be saved by his life? 

in your minds(B)  
Ephesians 2:3 NIV 
3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our �lesh[a] and 
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 

because of[a] your evil behavior.[ Or minds, as shown by] 22 But now he has reconciled(C)  
Colossians 1:20 NIV 
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
 
you by Christ’s physical body(D)  
Romans 7:4 NIV 
4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you 
might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear 
fruit for God. 

through death to present you(E)  
2 Corinthians 4:14 NIV 
14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us 
with Jesus and present us with you to himself. 

holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation(F) 

Ephesians 1:4 NIV 
4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. 
Ephesians 5:27 NIV 
27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless. 

— 23 if you continue(G)  
Romans 11:22 NIV 
22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but 
kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 

 
 
in your faith, established(H) 

Ephesians 3:17 NIV 
17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, 

and firm, and do not move from the hope(I)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29487B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29233a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29487a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29488C
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29488D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%207%3A4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29488E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%204%3A14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29488F
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A27&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29489G
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2011%3A22&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29489H
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%203%3A17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29489I
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Colossians 1:5 NIV 
5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which 
you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 

held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed 
to every creature under heaven,(J)  
Colossians 1:6 NIV 
6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout 
the whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly 
understood God’s grace. 
Romans 10:18 NIV 
18 But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: “Their voice has gone out into all the 
earth, their words to the ends of the world.”[a] 

and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.(K) 

Colossians 1:25 NIV 
25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of 
God in its fullness— 
1 Corinthians 3:5 NIV 
5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 

III.The Cost (What happens when false doctrine is allowed…) 
Infection.  Grows.  Misshapes our lives.  Shadows Jesus.  Does not work.  Eventually, can we 
walk away from Christ?  Is this a weapon of the enemy?  What do we see in doctrine today that 
may fall in this category? 
 

A.Getting God wrong: 
 

Colossians 1:21-23 CEB 
21 Once you were alienated from God and you were enemies with him in your minds, which 
was shown by your evil actions.22 But now he has reconciled you by his physical body 
through death, to present you before God as a people who are holy, faultless, and without 
blame. 23 But you need to remain well established and rooted in faith and not shift 
away from the hope given in the good news that you heard. This message has been 
preached throughout all creation under heaven. And I, Paul, became a servant of this good 
news. 
 
 

B. Examples of:  REMAIN – NOT SHIFT 

PETER 
 
Matthew 16:17-20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29489J
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2010%3A18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2010%3A18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28207a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%201%3A21-23&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29489K
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%203%3A5&version=NIV
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17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 
�lesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter,[b] and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades[c] will not overcome it. 19 I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be[d] bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[e] loosed in heaven.”20 Then he ordered his 
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

Signs of shifting: 
 
 
Matthew 16:21-28 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never 
happen to you!” 

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; 
you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life[f] will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain 
the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their 
soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then 
he will reward each person according to what they have done. 

28 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son 
of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

Signs of shifting: 

 

 

 

Matthew 26:31-75 

31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is 
written: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt%2016&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23691b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt%2016&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23691c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt%2016&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23692d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt%2016&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23692e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt%2016&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23698f
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“‘I will strike the shepherd, 
    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’[c] 
32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 

33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 

34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will 
disown me three times.” 

35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the 
other disciples said the same. 

Signs of shifting: 
• Did not want to hear the possibility of his vulnerability.  ‘I AM TOUGHER THAN THAT!  MORE 

SPIRITUALLY MATURE” 
• Embarassement? 
• XXX? 

Gethsemane 
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit 
here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along 
with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled.38 Then he said to them, “My soul is 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep 
watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall 
into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Signs of shifting: 
• Peter just heard Jesus’ declaration of his downfall and he slept… 

42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be 
taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So 
he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? 
Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! 
Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt%2026&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24086c
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Jesus Arrested 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large 
crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people.48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; 
arrest him.” 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 

50 Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”[d] 

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him.51 With that, one of Jesus’ 
companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, 
cutting off his ear. [Thinking this is Peter] 

Signs of shifting: 
• Display of loyalty decided by ME not my obedience to Christ. 
• I shall PROVE I am not shifting by my chosen acts of…. 

52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die 
by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my 
disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be 
fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” 

55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out 
with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and 
you did not arrest me. 56 But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might 
be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 

Signs of shifting: 
• Too late. 

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin 
57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the teachers of the law and the elders had assembled. 58 But 
Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the 
outcome. 
59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 But they 
did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. 
Finally two came forward 61 and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’” 
62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing 
against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. 
The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 
64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty 
One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”[e] 
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have 
heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you think?” 
“He is worthy of death,” they answered. 
67 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists.Others slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?” 

Peter Disowns Jesus 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt%2026&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24105d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt%2026&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24119e
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69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also 
were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 

70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

Signs of shifting:  FEAR 

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the 
people there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 

Signs of shifting:  ANGER 

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of 
them; your accent gives you away.” 

74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 

Signs of shifting:  UNCHRISTIAN BEHAVIOR (? Is there a better description) 

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had 
spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside 
and wept bitterly. 

Sign things have shifted:  REMORSE 

John 21:15-23 

Jesus Reinstates Peter 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
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Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?”He said, “Lord, 
you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you 
dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch 
out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want 
to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify 
God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 

20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was 
the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going 
to betray you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 

22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You 
must follow me.” 23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the believers that this disciple 
would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want him to 
remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” 

Sign things have shifted:  RELATIONSHIP RESTORED… REINSTATEMENT TO MINISTRY 

24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know 
that his testimony is true. 

25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose 
that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 

 

 

 

 

 

EXTRA: 
 
MT 26:1 
26 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “As you know, 
the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 

JUDAS 
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Meets with Council 
(has his own plans for Jesus to step up and take control..I will help Jesus, I will show Jesus 
how this should work) 

MT 26 - Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
14 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief 
priests 15 and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” 
So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From then on Judas watched 
for an opportunity to hand him over. 

WAS JUDAS TICKED OFF OVER THIS: 
John 12:1-6 
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while 
Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint[a] of 
pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her 
hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him,objected, 5 “Why 
wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s 
wages.[b]” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; 
as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 
 
 
MT26:20-25 
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.21 And while they were 
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, 
Lord?” 
23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son 
of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It 
would be better for him if he had not been born.” 
25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?” 
Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOHN 13:21-30 
21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one 
of you is going to betray me.” 
22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of 
them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to 
this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” 
25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26584a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26586b


WNC:  Winter Series 
LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK 3 – ENTER COLOSSIANS  

Philemon∗Colossians∗Ephesians∗Philippians 

 17 

26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped 
it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. 
So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 But no one at the meal 
understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some 
thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something 
to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. 
 
MT26:47-50 
Jesus Arrested 
47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large 
crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; 
arrest him.” 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 
50 Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”[d] 
 

MT 27 - Judas returns the 30 pieces of silver.  Judas hangs himself. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24105d
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