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LETTERS  from PRISON – 
 
RECAP HERE – WHAT STOOD OUT TO YOU – WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER? 

• Conversion – He met Jesus and was radically changed 
• Physical – Paul was SHORT!!! 
• Background – Born in Tarsus, Jewish & Roman (inherited – not by birth), taught by 

Gamaliel, was a tent maker (craftsman) 
 
INTRO: 3 MAIN 

• PHILEMON – THE LETTER AND THE PERSON 
• ONESIMUS 
• PAUL & PRISON 

 
PHILEMON 

1. The Letter  
o One of four so-called Prison Letters attributed to the Apostle Paul (the others are 

Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians). 
o Paul’s shortest letter (only 335 words in Greek) 
o 25 verses 
o The only one that he sends to an individual rather than to an entire church. 
o The letter addresses Philemon concerning his runaway slave, Onesimus 

 who apparently became a Christian through Paul’s ministry (Phlm 10). 
o Philemon appears to have hosted the church at Colossae, since that is where Paul 

sends Onesimus (Phlm 2; Col 4:8–9).1 
 

2. Recipients 
o Philemon: 

 the primary recipient of the letter 
 In Colossae 
 Paul had coverted him during his time in Asia Minor & stayed in his 

household 
 described as Paul’s “beloved fellow worker” (verse 1). 

To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow laborer,2 

o Apphia and Archippus are named as corecipients of the letter 
o along with the believers who met at Philemon’s house. 

 
1 Linda L. Belleville and Jason C. Kuo, “Philemon, Letter to,” in The Lexham Bible Dictionary, ed. John D. Barry et al. (Bellingham, 
WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 
2 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 1. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Philemon%2c+Letter+to&off=20&ctx=PHILEMON%2c+LETTER+TO+%7EOne+of+four+so-calle
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm1&off=70&ctx=imothy+our+brother%2c%0a%7ETo+Philemon+our+belo
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2 to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:3 

o However, “the pattern of ancient letters was to list the primary addressee first” 
(Moo, Colossians and Philemon, 361).  
 This is supported by the fact that from verses 4–22, all of the pronouns 

and verbs are in the second-person singular as opposed to plural 
 showing that Paul “focuses consistently on a single individual” 

 (Moo, Colossians and Philemon, 362) 
o Although the letter is personal in nature, the inclusion of other addressees 

suggests that the content had ramifications for people beyond Philemon. 
o Philemon’s name appears nowhere else in the New Testament. 
o Dunn notes several characteristics about him based on details in the letter (Dunn, 

Colossians and Philemon, 300–01): 
1. He was a person of means with a house (2) and a guest room (22). 

2 to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:4 

22 But, meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for I trust that through your prayers I shall 
be *granted to you.5 
 

2. He appears to have been converted through Paul (19). 
 
19 I, Paul, am writing with my own hand. I will repay—not to mention to you that you owe me 
even your own self besides.6 
 

3. He ministered alongside Paul at some point (1, 17). 
 
To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow laborer,7 
 
17 If then you count me as a partner, receive him as you would me.8 

 
4. He possibly was the leader of the church at his house, as he had a hand in 

encouraging other believers (5, 7).9 
 
5 hearing of your love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints,10 

 
3 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 2. 
4 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 2. 
5 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 22. 
6 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 19. 
7 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 1. 
8 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 17. 
9 Linda L. Belleville and Jason C. Kuo, “Philemon, Letter to,” in The Lexham Bible Dictionary, ed. John D. Barry et al. (Bellingham, 
WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 
10 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 5. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm2&off=0&ctx=and+fellow+laborer%2c%0a%7E2%C2%A0to+1%EF%BB%BFthe+beloved+A
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm2&off=0&ctx=and+fellow+laborer%2c%0a%7E2%C2%A0to+1%EF%BB%BFthe+beloved+A
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm22&off=2&ctx=+more+than+I+say.%0aj+%7E22%C2%A0But%2c+meanwhile%2c+a
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm19&off=0&ctx=that+on+my+account.%0a%7E19%C2%A0I%2c+Paul%2c+am+writi
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm1&off=70&ctx=imothy+our+brother%2c%0a%7ETo+Philemon+our+belo
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm17&off=32&ctx=bedience+Encouraged%0a%7E17+If+then+you+count
https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?art=philemon.2c_letter_to.philemon.2c_letter_to.composition.recipients&off=893
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm5&off=0&ctx=ways+in+my+prayers%2c%0a%7E5%C2%A0a%EF%BB%BFhearing+of+your+
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7 For we have great joy and consolation*in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been 
*refreshed by you, brother.11 
 
ASK: What do we know? 
PHILEMON 

1. It is a book or a letter: 
• Prison Epistle 
• Shortest 
• Written to a person – not a church 

2. To whom: 
• Philemon – the primary recipient of the letter 

 
ASK: Do we know anything specific about Philemon? 

o A “friend and fellow-worker” of Paul (vs. 1), 
o the recipient of the New Testament letter that bears his name. 
o An important member of the church at Colossae 
o Known for his hospitality, since the church met in his house (vs. 2, 5–7). 
o Apphia may have been his wife and Archippus his son (vs. 2; Col 4:17). 
o Onesimus—was his slave.12 

 concerning whom Paul writes the Letter to Philemon 

ASK: Do we know anything specific about Onesimus? 
o A slave belonging to Philemon 
o Flees his master & encounters Paul 
o Becomes a believer & a blessing to Paul 

ASK: What else would we want to know? 
 

3. Date, Place and Author of Writing 
o Place: Written from prison – most likely was in Rome, Ephesus, or Caesarea 
o Philemon probably was written and delivered at the same time as Colossians and 

Ephesians.  
o Moo cites four reasons for tying these letters together (Moo, Colossians and Philemon, 42): 

1. All three are written to believers in the same geographical region. 
2. Colossians and Ephesians were to be delivered by Tychicus (Col 4:7–8; Eph 

6:21–22). 

 
 

11 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 7. 
12 John D. Barry, David Bomar, et al., eds., “Philemon,” in The Lexham Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm7&off=0&ctx=ou+in+Christ+Jesus.%0a%7E7%C2%A0For+we+1%EF%BB%BFhave+grea
https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Philemon&off=30&ctx=%CE%A6%CE%B9%CE%BB%CE%AE%CE%BC%CF%89%CE%BD%2c+Phil%C4%93m%C5%8Dn).+%7EA+%E2%80%9Cfriend+and+fellow
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3. The names that appear in the final greetings of Colossians and Philemon are a 

near match (Col 4:10–15; Phlm 23–24). 
 

Col 4:10-15 – 10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas 
(about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who 
is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the 
circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a 
bondservant of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may 
stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 13 For I bear him *witness that he has a 
great zeal * for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the 
beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and 
Nymphas and the church that is in his house.13 

Phil 23-24 – 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 24 as do Mark, 
Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow laborers.14 

 
4. Ephesians and Colossians overlap in vocabulary and theology. 

o Several details in Philemon seem to support Ephesus as the location of Paul’s 
imprisonment. 
 Paul’s request that Philemon prepare a guest room (22) would make more 

sense if he already was in Ephesus (roughly 100 miles from Colossae) than 
in Caesarea or Rome (about 500 and 1,000 miles away, respectively). 

 In addition, it is more probable that Onesimus, as a runaway slave, would 
have made the shorter trek to Ephesus (Moo, Colossians and Philemon, 363). 

o Neither of these factors is decisive, however. Paul could have been envisioning a 
longer journey, and a runaway slave may have desired to get farther away from his 
master than the nearest large city. 
 If Philemon was written from Ephesus, it likely dates to the mid-50s AD 

(Wright, Colossians and Philemon, 170). 
o Dunn favors Rome as the place of writing. The New Testament does not record an 

Ephesian imprisonment for Paul, and church traditions “uniformly attribute it to 
Rome” (Dunn, The Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon, 308). 
 Paul’s Roman imprisonment, documented in Acts 28:11–31, would give 

Philemon a date of AD 60–61. 
 

4. Author 
o Paul is widely accepted as the author of the letter to Philemon (Moo, Colossians and 

Philemon, 361). 

 
13 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Col 
4:10–15. 
14 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 
23–24. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Col4.10&off=0&ctx=are+happening+here.%0a%7E10%C2%A0a%EF%BB%BFAristarchus+my+
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm23&off=9&ctx=ed+to+you.%0aFarewell%0a%7E23+a%EF%BB%BFEpaphras%2c+my+fe
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o Although the letter is written in the first person singular, verse 1 names both 
“Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus” and “Timothy our brother” as the senders. 

PAUL, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,15 

 Timothy could be functioning as a notary, to verify the authenticity of the 
letter and its contents. 

 The need for a notary anticipates the serious topic.16 
 
• TAKE A BREAK FOR A MOMENT – LET’S TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT PAUL – WHO HE IS AND 

WHERE HE IS – HIS TIME/S OF IMPRISONMENT: 
o We know – Acts 22:25 – Paul speaks of being a Roman Citizen 
o Acts 16:12-40 in Philippi – 50-52AD 

 Paul & Silas delivering the slave girl of the spirit of divination 
 Beaten with rods & thrown in an inner prison/jail 
 There is a great earthquake & everything comes loose 
 Jailer becomes a believer 
 Paul refuses to go secretly – he is a Roman 

o Paul is in Roman Custody 
 Caesarean - Under Felix & Festus & speaks before King Agrippa – 57-60 AD 
 Sails to Rome – autumn 60 – Spring 61 – in the custody of a centurion 

named Julius 
 Imprisoned in Rome for 2 years – 61-62 AD – a private house 
 Paul is possibly released from Prison and then later reimprisoned 62-65 AD 

which leads to his death 
o What was prison like for Paul 

 House arrest – likely wrote Colossians & Philemon 
• Chained to a Praetorian guard – an elite Roman guard 
• Possibly Timothy was his scribe 

 Could have been a hole in the ground – John the Baptist, Paul talking up to 
someone through a hole in the ground 

 
ASK: What do we know? 
PHILEMON 

1. The shortest letter to… 25 verses 
2. Philemon – a person (s) not a church 
3. Written by Paul from prison – most likely in Rome, Ephesus, or Caesarea 

 
What’s next? Why did Paul write to Philemon? What is his purpose? 
 

 
15 Jack W. Hayford, Paul G. Chappell, et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Bibles, 2002), Phm 1. 
16 Linda L. Belleville and Jason C. Kuo, “Philemon, Letter to,” in The Lexham Bible Dictionary, ed. John D. Barry et al. (Bellingham, 
WA: Lexham Press, 2016). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbbl?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm1&off=9&ctx=iction%0a25%0a%0aGreeting%0a%7EPAUL%2c+a+a%EF%BB%BFprisoner+o
https://ref.ly/a/lbd/philemon.2c_letter_to.composition
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4. About… 
• Philemon is a letter of request – an appeal 
• Although Paul begins his appeal in verse 8, he does not say exactly what he is 

requesting until verse 17: “Welcome him as you would welcome me” (NRSV). 
• Everything else Paul says in the letter is with a view to gaining this end. 
• He uses the letter-writing conventions and rhetorical strategies of his day to advance this request 

and to ensure that Philemon will do what he is asking (21). 
o Although the exact nature of the situation is uncertain, it is clear that a slave 

named Onesimus had run away from Philemon. 
 
PHILEMON – VERSE BY VERSE 
Philemon – AMPLIFIED or CEB 
Insert – HAYFORD STUDY NOTES 
Insert – LEXHAM BIBLE DICTIONARY 
 
Salutation 

• 1 Paul, a prisoner [for the sake] of Christ Jesus (the Messiah, the Anointed), and our brother Timothy, 
• 1 From Paul, who is a prisoner for the cause of Christ Jesus, and our brother Timothy. 

 
(HAY) 1 Paul sees his situation through the eyes of faith. He is a prisoner of Christ Jesus, not of 
Caesar. He is a captive ambassador. Though the epistle is primarily a personal letter between 
Paul and Philemon, the dynamics addressed call for personal accountability on behalf of both 
parties. Paul therefore notes Timothy’s presence with him and wants the letter read by 
Philemon’s church as well (v. 2). 
 

• To Philemon our dearly beloved friend and fellow worker,2 and to [your wife] Apphia our 
sister, and to [a]Archippus our fellow soldier [in ministry], and to the [b]church that meets 
in your [c]house: 

• To Philemon our dearly loved coworker, 2 Apphia our sister, Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church that 
meets in your house. 

 
(HAY) 2 Apphia and Archippus were, in all probability, a part of Philemon’s household. They could 
have been his wife and son respectively. The church in your house may be Paul’s way of stating  
 
that Philemon was the pastor or head elder of the church that met in his house. See notes on Rom. 
16:5; Col. 4:15. 
 

• 3 Grace to you and peace [inner calm and spiritual well-being] from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

• 3 May the grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29941a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29941b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29941c
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Philemon’s Love and Faith 
• 4 I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your 

love and of your faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the [d]saints 
(God’s people). 

Paul’s prayer for Philemon 
• 4 Philemon, I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers 5 because I’ve heard of 

your love and faithfulness, which you have both for the Lord Jesus and for all God’s 
people.  

 
• 6 I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective and powerful because of 

your accurate knowledge of every good thing which is ours in Christ. 
 

• 6 I pray that your partnership in the faith might become effective by an understanding of all that is good 
among us in Christ.  

 
(HAY) 6 Paul prays that Philemon’s faith will become productive in loving service and effective 
witness through a fullness in Christ. The acknowledgment of every good thing is both a reminder 
of our riches in Christ and resources in the Holy Spirit, and a directive to participatively receive 
and apply those benefits. 
 

• 7 For I have had great joy and comfort and encouragement from your love, because the 
hearts of the saints (God’s people) have been refreshed through you, my brother.  

• 7 I have great joy and encouragement because of your love, since the hearts of God’s people are refreshed 
by your actions, my brother. 

 
• 8 Therefore [on the basis of these facts], though I have enough confidence in Christ to 

order you to do what is appropriate, 
• 8 Therefore, though I have enough confidence in Christ to command you to do the right 

thing,  
 
(HAY) 8 Paul is confident that he could speak freely and be very bold in Christ, demanding as an 
apostle and friend the exercise of Philemon’s proper duty. A “frankness” between two believers 
is available in Christ. 
 

• 9 yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—since I am such a person as Paul, an old man, and now also a 
prisoner [for the sake] of Christ Jesus— 

 
• 9 I would rather appeal to you through love. I, Paul—an old man, and now also a prisoner 

for Christ Jesus—  
 
(HAY) 9 Yet, love is the basis of Paul’s appeal, rather than an exercise of apostolic authority. Paul, 
about 60 years old, certainly had the right to call himself aged. The Greek word is also very close 
to the term “ambassador,” both having the same root and sometimes interchangeable. Thus, 
Paul might be affirming himself as “an ambassador in chains” (Eph. 6:20). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29944d
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A Plea for Onesimus to be Freed 
• 10 I appeal to you for my [own spiritual] child Onesimus, whom I have fathered [in the faith] while a captive 

in these chains. 
Paul’s appeal for Onesimus 

• 10 appeal to you for my child Onesimus. I became his father in the faith during my time in 
prison.  

 
(HAY) 10 Paul, the instrument God used to bring Onesimus to conversion during his 
imprisonment, appeals on behalf of his son. 
 

• 11 Once he was useless to you, but now he is indeed [e]useful to you as well as to me. 
• 11 He was useless to you before, but now he is useful to both of us.  

 
(HAY) 11 This is a play on words, since “Onesimus” means “Useful” or “Profitable.” In stark 
contrast to his past, Onesimus is now useful to both Paul and Philemon. He finally lives up to his 
name. 
 

• 12 I have sent him back to you in person, that is, like sending my very heart. 
• 12 I’m sending him back to you, which is like sending you my own heart.  

 

(LEX) Paul has now sent the slave back to his master, and it is possible that Onesimus himself 
delivered Paul’s letter to Philemon (12). 
 

• 13 I would have chosen to keep him with me, so that he might minister to me on your 
behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel; 

• 13 I considered keeping him with me so that he might serve me in your place during my 
time in prison because of the gospel.  

 
(HAY) 13 Paul subtly requests that Onesimus serve him by doing what Philemon also would do if 
he were given the opportunity. A parallel example is that of Epaphroditus in Phil. 2:25–30. 
 

• 14 but I did not want to do anything without first getting your consent, so that your 
goodness would not be, in effect, by compulsion but of your own free will. 

 
 

• 14 However, I didn’t want to do anything without your consent so that your act of kindness 
would occur willingly and not under pressure.  

 
(HAY) 14 As an effective leader and good friend, Paul chooses not to force a good deed in 
violation of Philemon’s own free will, but desires that service be rendered with his genuine 
approval. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29950e
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• 15 Perhaps it was for this reason that he was separated from you for a while, so that you 
would have him back forever, 

• 15 Maybe this is the reason that Onesimus was separated from you for a while so that you might have him 
back forever—  

 
(HAY) 15 Paul suggests that God’s deeper providence was at work even in Onesimus’s initial act 
of running away. With Onesimus now belonging to Christ, there is a new and eternal relationship 
between slave and master. 
 

• 16 no longer as a slave, but [as someone] more than a slave, as a brother [in Christ], especially dear to me, 
but how much more to you, both in the flesh [as a servant] and in the Lord [as a fellow believer]. 

• 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave—that is, as a dearly loved brother. He is 
especially a dearly loved brother to me. How much more can he become a brother to 
you, personally and spiritually in the Lord! 

 
(HAY) 16 The basis of Paul’s appeal is the fact that Onesimus is now a beloved brother. The new 
relationship is beyond the temporary master-to-slave in the earthly realm to the eternal brother-
to-brother in the spiritual realm. While Paul does not overtly attack the institution of slavery, the 
principles he espouses lay the foundation for future reformation in abolishing it. 
 

• 17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome and accept him as you would me. 
• 17 So, if you really consider me a partner, welcome Onesimus as if you were welcoming me.  

 
• 18 But if he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to my account; 
• 18 If he has harmed you in any way or owes you money, charge it to my account.  

 
(HAY) 18 If he has wronged you or owes you anything seems to indicate Onesimus stole money 
before running away. Repentance often requires restitution, which Onesimus was likely unable 
to make or guarantee. Paul offers to pay it. 
 
(LEX) The language of verse 18 implies Onesimus had committed some offense against his 
master and perhaps others. 

The Greek text of this verse includes a first-class conditional statement (εἰ, ei; plus the 
indicative), which assumes fact in someone’s mind. An appropriate translation would be “since 
he has wronged you”; there is nothing hypothetical about Paul’s statement. 

 

After fleeing, Onesimus evidently met Paul and became a follower of Jesus (10–18). This 
reconstruction is based largely on verse 10, where Paul appeals on behalf of his “child” 
Onesimus. 

“My child” (τοῦ ἐμοῦ τέκνου, tou emou teknou) is the phrase Paul uses for one of his spiritual 
children. The same verse explains that Paul “gave birth” (ὃν ἐγέννησα, hon egennēsa) 
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• 19 I, Paul, write this with my [f]own hand, I will repay it in full (not to mention to you that you [g]owe to me 

even your own self as well). 
• 19 I, Paul, will pay it back to you (I’m writing this with my own hand). Of course, I won’t 

mention that you owe me your life. 
 
(HAY) 19 Paul intensifies his commitment to repay by personally writing his IOU on behalf of 
Onesimus. Yet, beyond this, Paul was counting on the appreciation and character of Philemon. 
 

• 20 Yes, brother, let me have some benefit and joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 
• 20 Yes, brother, I want this favor from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ.  

 
(HAY) 20 There is a suggested wordplay here since the verb let me have joy (which can also be 
translated “profit”) is the same verb from which Onesimus’s name is derived (see note on v. 11). 
Paul may be closing with a plea that Onesimus be allowed to join him. 
 

• 21 I write to you [perfectly] confident of your obedient compliance, [h]since I know that you will do even 
more than I ask. 

• 21 I’m writing to you, confident of your obedience and knowing that you will do more than 
what I ask.  

 
• 22 At the same time also prepare a guest room for me [in expectation of a visit], for I hope 

that through your prayers I will be [granted the gracious privilege of] coming to you [at 
Colossae]. 

• 22 Also, one more thing—prepare a guest room for me. I hope that I will be released from prison to be with 
you because of your prayers. 

 
 Final greeting 

• 23 Greetings to you from Epaphras, my fellow prisoner here in [the cause of] Christ 
Jesus, 24 and from Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. 

• 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
 
 Final greeting 

• 23 Epaphras, who is in prison with me for the cause of Christ Jesus, greets you, 24 as well as 
my coworkers Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke. 

• 25 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
 
(HAY) 23, 24 Epaphras was active in ministering in and around Colosse, and he would personally 
be known by Philemon. The four other fellow laborers enjoyed an undefined relationship to 
Philemon as well.17 

 
17 Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible: Notes (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson 
Bibles, 2002), 1726–1727. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29958f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29958g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29960h
https://ref.ly/logosres/newsfllifbblnote?ref=BibleNKJV.Phm1&off=0&ctx=APOSTLE+TO%0aPhilemon%0a%7E1+Paul+sees+his+situ
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RECAP 
ASK: What do we know? 
PHILEMON 

1. The shortest letter to… 25 verses 
2. Philemon – a person (s) not a church 
3. Written by Paul – from prison – most likely in Rome, Ephesus, or Caesarea 
4. Paul’s overall message of the letter– FORGIVENESS – RECONCILIATION – TAKING 

RESPONSIBILITY – TRUE LOVE 
o Philemon is a letter of request – an appeal 
o as a result of Onesimus’ conversion 
o Philemon and Onesimus are brothers in Christ. 
o This new reality “radically shifted the place of Onesimus in Philemon’s household” 

(Thielman, Theology of the New Testament, 391), 
o calling for an ethic of reconciliation that superseded the original offense. 
o Paul urges Philemon to receive Onesimus “no longer as a slave, but more than a 

slave, a beloved brother” (16). 
o Wright suggests that the force behind Paul’s appeal lies in true Christian 

“fellowship,” 
o Paul references explicitly in verse 6: 

 “I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become effective.” 
o Wright suggests: 

 “Paul first identifies himself closely with Philemon (1–7): 
 then he establishes the closest possible ties between himself and 

Onesimus (10–14). 
 The result of this ‘interchange’ is that Onesimus and Philemon are brought 

together—in Paul (17–20)” (Wright, Colossians and Philemon, 172–73). 
o Philemon serves as a reminder: 

 not only to Philemon and Onesimus 
 but to the Church 
 to love one another in true fellowship. 

 
 

 This countercultural approach to love and fellowship spills over into all 
spheres of life, as “the believer’s existence ‘in the Lord’ affects all his or 
her relationships” (Moo, Colossians and Philemon, 372). 

 
Paul’s overall message of the letter: 
FORGIVENESS – RECONCILIATION – TAKING RESPONSIBILITY – TRUE LOVE 
HOW WILL YOU RESPOND? 

 


