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Week 1:  Meeting Paul 
Week 2:  Philemon 
Week 3:  Enter Colossae 
Week 4:  Being Colossians I 

(1:1-8) 
Week 5:  Being Colossians 1:9-29 
Week 6: Paul Gets Personal 

 

→ “The highest doctrine concerning Jesus Christ in the New Testament.”* 
→ “this Epistle … to express it in one word, distinguishes the true Christ from a fictitious one.” 1 
 

→A customary greeting introduces us to one of Paul’s most powerful and attractive letters,   
    written from prison to a young church in the province of Asia. 2 
 
Oxford 
https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/display/document/obo-9780195393361/obo-9780195393361-0143.xml 
PARAENESIS – (pah.rye.na.sis  OR pah. reen.a.sis) 
An introduction.  Any kind of advice, instruction, counsel. (original meaning) 
N.T. Studies:  
1920’s – A literary genre for a string of loosely connected ethical imperatives, often including 
lists of vices and virtues, household codes, and examples to be followed or shunned.  
However…that is much of the N.T. so… 
By way of reaction, many scholars have sought to understand paraenesis in terms of its ancient meaning as 
an umbrella term for any kind of instruction, moral or otherwise. This preserves the meaning of the term as 
understood in the Greco-Roman world, but it has the disadvantage of including so much that the term finally becomes 
meaningless. 
 
 
 

•LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK 7– Living RAISED – CHAPTER 3&4• 
 

Living↓ RAISED (AS Christians): 
Organic:  Carbon Based. Biological.  Living.  Natural.  Spontaneous (what oozes out when we’re 
squished).  Unforced.  
Step #1:  SET   •  Step #2:  PUT TO DEATH   • Step #3:Live RAISED   • Step #4:Bring it HOME     
 
Step #1 of this Natural Outcome of BEING RAISED WITH CHRIST JESUS   
Colossians 3:1-4 (NIV) 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 
Christ, who is your[a] life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
(CEB)3 Therefore, if you were raised with Christ, look for the things that are above where Christ is sitting at 
God’s right side. 2 Think about the things above and not things on earth. 3 You died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 
glory. 

 

Step #1:  SET 
 

*The Renovare Spiritual Formation Bible pg 2137 
1 Pao, D. W. (2012). Colossians and Philemon (p. 19). Zondervan. 
2 Lucas, R. C. (1980). Fullness & freedom: the message of Colossians & Philemon (pp. 18–20). InterVarsity Press. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=COLOSSIANS%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29522a
https://ref.ly/logosres/exegcomm72col?ref=Bible.Col&off=27&ctx=ction+to+Colossians%0a%7EThe+significance+of+
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus72col?ref=Bible.Col1.1-2&off=22&ctx=t+why+did+he+write%3f%0a%7EColossians+1%3a1%E2%80%932%0aA+c
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SET process a.→  
Estimate.  Evaluate.  Analyze.  Judge.  Assay. Learn.  Prize. Decide.  Prize. Value. 
SET process b.→ 
Fixed.  Agreed. Established. Arranged.  Concentrate.  Choose.  Pick.  Appoint. Establish. 
Determine. Adopt.  Prefer.  Settle.  Orchestrate.  Value.  
[DO:  Have a something(food?candy?) to offer.  They can only tell me what it is and what is 
good about it but they CANNOT touch it or take it let alone eat/enjoy it.]  
 
What SETs US into CHRIST?  
If you were raised with Christ =  SALVATION/Personal Relationship/FALL IN LOVE. 
LOOK/FIND/USE.  SEARCH/HIDDEN/TAKE.  RESEARCH/LEARN/APPLY.  
MEET/ACCEPT/DO. 
VICE/VIRTUE List 
Step #2 of this Natural Outcome of BEING RAISED WITH CHRIST JESUS   
Colossians 3:5-9 (NIV) 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, 
the wrath of God is coming.[b] 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once 
lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, 
malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you 
have taken off your old self with its practices  
 
Step #2:  PUT TO DEATH  
Slay.  Murder.  Eradicate.  Destroy.  Exterminate.  Do not just set aside…have a funeral. 
 

HOW? 
Earthly nature = Sexual Immorality.  Impurity.  Lust.  Evil desires.  Greed(idolatry).   
 
Earthly nature 
Galatians 5:24 NIV 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
 

Sexual Immorality 
1 Corinthians 6:18 NIV 
Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever sins 
sexually, sins against their own body. 
 

Impurity – Lust – Evil Desires  
Ephesians 5:3 NIV 
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of 
greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people.   
 

Greed (idolatry). 
Galatians 5:19-21 NIV 
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; 
hared, discord, jealousy, fits or rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy;  drunkenness, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29524b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A24&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%206%3A18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A19-21&version=NIV
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orgies, and the like.  I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom 
of God.   
Ephesians 5:5 NIV 
For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater – has 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.   
 
 
HOW to have an old life funeral? 
since you have taken off your old self with its practices  
 
 
Colossians 3:9-17  (NIV) 
 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices  
 

10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of 
its Creator.  
 

11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves(AA) with 
compassion, kindness, humility,(AB)gentleness and patience.(AC) 13 Bear with each 
other(AD) and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.(AE) 14 And over all these virtues put on love,(AF) which 
binds them all together in perfect unity.(AG) 
 

15 Let the peace of Christ(AH) rule in your hearts, since as members of one body(AI) you 
were called to peace.(AJ) And be thankful.  
 

16 Let the message of Christ(AK) dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom(AL) through psalms,(AM) hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing 
to God with gratitude in your hearts.(AN)  
 
 

17 And whatever you do,(AO) whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks(AP) to God the Father through him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step #3:  PUT ON…  
Do NOT just exhibit (show off). 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29530AA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29530AB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29530AC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29531AD
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29531AE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29532AF
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29532AG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29533AH
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29533AI
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29533AJ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29534AK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29534AL
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29534AM
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29534AN
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29535AO
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29535AP


WNC:  Winter Series 
              LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK 7– Being COLOSSIANS CHPT 3&4 –  LIVING RAISED 

Philemon∗Colossians∗Ephesians∗Philippians 
 

  4 

HOW? 
Vs. 9  9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices  
PUT ON process a.→ RENEWED 
Vs. 10  
10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of 
its Creator.  
Renewed: verb 
Rehabilitated.  Reformed.  Transformed.  Changed.  Converted. NEW. Restore. Recreate. 
Regenerate.  Resuscitate.  Reconstitute.  Reengineer.   
Recrudesce = TO CONTINUE 

NOT:  Antonyms & Near Antonyms:  Complete.  Finish.  End.  Conclude.  Finalize.  
Terminate.  Cease.  Discontinue. 
 
 

PUT ON process b.→ There is NO 
Vs. 11 
11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
Romans 10:12 NIV 
For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile —the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all 
who call on him 
1 Corinthians 12:13 NIV 
For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free – 
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
1 Corinthians 7:19 NIV 
Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God’s commands is what counts. 
Galatians 3:28 NIV 
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.   
 

JUST STOP IT…there is NO better than, knows more, is more because you are: 
A certain skin color.  A certain economic standard.  A certain educational experience.   
A certain sex.   
 

PUT ON process c.→ CLOTHE  
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves(AA) with 
compassion, kindness, humility,(AB)gentleness and patience.(AC) 

 

PUT ON process d.→ BEAR 
 13 Bear with each other(AD) and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone.  
PUT ON process e.→ FORGIVE  
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.(AE)  
PUT ON process f.→ LOVE  
14 And over all these virtues put on love,(AF) which binds them all together in perfect 
unity.(AG) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2010%3A12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012%3A13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%207%3A19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%203%3A28&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29530AA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29530AB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29530AC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29531AD
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29531AE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29532AF
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29532AG
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PUT ON process g.→ PEACE RULE 
 

15 Let the peace of Christ(AH) rule in your hearts, since as members of one body(AI) you 
were called to peace.(AJ)  
PUT ON process h.→ BE THANKFUL  
And be thankful.  
 
PUT ON process i.→ DWELL in HIS MESSAGE  
16 Let the message of Christ(AK) dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom(AL) through psalms,(AM) hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing 
to God with gratitude in your hearts.(AN)  
 
PUT ON process j.→ GIVING THANKS    
17 And whatever you do,(AO) whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks(AP) to God the Father through Him. 
 
 
PARAENESIS – (pah.rye.na.sis  OR pah. reen.a.sis) 
Colossians 3:18-25 4:1  (NIV) 
Step #4:  BRING IT HOME  
Instructions for Christian Households(AQ). SEE:  Household Codes in (*Ephesians 5:22-6-9) 

 
18 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands,(AR) as is fitting in the Lord. 
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 
21 Fathers,[c] do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 
22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is 
on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the 
Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance(AS) from the Lord 
as a reward.(AT) It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will 
be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.(AU) 

 

4 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair,(A)because you know that you 
also have a Master in heaven. 

 
GRADY 
 
When God hates something, what does that mean? 
1 John 4:20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29533AH
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29533AI
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29533AJ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29534AK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29534AL
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29534AM
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29534AN
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29535AO
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29535AP
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29536AQ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29536AR
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29539c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29542AS
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29542AT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29543AU
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29544A
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Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not 
love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have 
not seen. 
 
Proverbs 6:16-19 
16 There are six things the Lord hates,(D) 
    seven that are detestable to him: 
17         haughty eyes,(E) 
        a lying tongue,(F) 
        hands that shed innocent blood,(G) 
18         a heart that devises wicked schemes, 
        feet that are quick to rush into evil,(H) 
19         a false witness(I) who pours out lies(J) 
        and a person who stirs up conflict in the community.(K) 
 
Deuteronomy 6:16-19 
29 The Lord your God will cut off(G) before you the nations you are about to invade and 
dispossess. But when you have driven them out and settled in their land,(H) 30 and after 
they have been destroyed before you, be careful not to be ensnared(I) by inquiring about 
their gods, saying, “How do these nations serve their gods? We will do the 
same.”(J) 31 You must not worship the Lord your God in their way, because in worshiping 
their gods, they do all kinds of detestable things the Lord hates.(K) They even burn 
their sons(L) and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods.(M) 
 
The difference between submission and domination. 
Malachi – God hates violence as much as He hates divorce. 
 
Malachi 2:15-17 
15 But not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do 
while seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then to your spirit, and let no one deal 
treacherously against the wife of your youth. 16 “For I hate [a]divorce,” says the Lord, the 
God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with wrong and violence,” says 
the Lord of hosts. “Therefore keep watch on your spirit, so that you do not deal 
treacherously [with your wife].” 

17 You have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, “In what way have we 
wearied Him?” In that you say, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, 
and He delights in them,” or [by asking], “Where is the God of justice?” 

Note:  divorcing their wives to marry into the nation that conquered their land and using 
marriage to get it back.  
 

I AM DONE WITH YOU TREATING PEOPLE LIKE PROPERTY 
I am done with you treating people like they are disposable 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%206%3A15-19&version=NIV#cen-NIV-16557D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%206%3A15-19&version=NIV#cen-NIV-16558E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%206%3A15-19&version=NIV#cen-NIV-16558F
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%206%3A15-19&version=NIV#cen-NIV-16558G
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%206%3A15-19&version=NIV#cen-NIV-16559H
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%206%3A15-19&version=NIV#cen-NIV-16560I
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%206%3A15-19&version=NIV#cen-NIV-16560J
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%206%3A15-19&version=NIV#cen-NIV-16560K
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2012%3A25-32&version=NIV#cen-NIV-5270G
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2012%3A25-32&version=NIV#cen-NIV-5270H
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2012%3A25-32&version=NIV#cen-NIV-5271I
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2012%3A25-32&version=NIV#cen-NIV-5271J
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2012%3A25-32&version=NIV#cen-NIV-5272K
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2012%3A25-32&version=NIV#cen-NIV-5272L
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2012%3A25-32&version=NIV#cen-NIV-5272M
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%202%3A15-17&version=AMP#fen-AMP-23120a
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• There is not scripture that says a husband is the priest of the home…he would be 
usurping Christ if that were true. 

 
*EPHESIANS 5:21-6:9 
Instructions for Christian Households(AH) 
21 Submit to one another(AI) out of reverence for Christ. 
  
22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands(A) as you do to the Lord.(B) 23 For the husband 
is the head [SOURCE] of the wife as Christ is the head of the church,(C) his body, of which he is 
the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their 
husbands(D) in everything. 
25 Husbands, love your wives,(E) just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her(F) 26 to make her holy,(G) cleansing[a]her by the washing(H) with water through the word, 27 and 
to present her to himself(I) as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but 
holy and blameless.(J) 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives(K) as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but 
they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his 
body.(L) 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 
the two will become one flesh.”[b](M) 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ 
and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife(N) as he loves himself, and 
the wife must respect her husband. 
6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.(O)2 “Honor your father and mother”—
which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you 
may enjoy long life on the earth.”[c](P) 
4 Fathers,[d] do not exasperate your children;(Q) instead, bring them up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord.(R) 
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect(S) and fear, and with sincerity of heart,(T) just as 
you would obey Christ.(U)6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but as 
slaves of Christ,(V) doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were 
serving the Lord, not people,(W) 8 because you know that the Lord will reward each one for 
whatever good they do,(X) whether they are slave or free. 
9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he 
who is both their Master and yours(Y) is in heaven, and there is no favoritism(Z) with him. 
 
 
 
 
Colossians 4   Further Instructions 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer,(B) being watchful and thankful.3 And pray for us, too, that God 
may open a door(C) for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery(D) of Christ, for 
which I am in chains.(E) 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise(F) in the 
way you act toward outsiders;(G) make the most of every opportunity.(H) 6 Let your 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=eph%205&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29326AH
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=eph%205&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29326AI
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A22-6%3A9&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29327A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A22-6%3A9&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29327B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A22-6%3A9&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29328C
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A22-6%3A9&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29329D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A22-6%3A9&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29330E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A22-6%3A9&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29330F
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205%3A22-6%3A9&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29331G
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conversation be always full of grace,(I) seasoned with salt,(J) so that you may know how to 
answer everyone.(K) 

Final Greetings 

7 Tychicus(L) will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and 
fellow servant[a](M) in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you 
may know about our[b] circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts.(N) 9 He is 
coming with Onesimus,(O) our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you.(P) They will tell 
you everything that is happening here. 

10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus(Q) sends you his greetings, as does Mark,(R) the cousin of 
Barnabas.(S) (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome 
him.)11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews[c] among my 
co-workers(T) for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to 
me. 12 Epaphras,(U)who is one of you(V) and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is 
always wrestling in prayer for you,(W) that you may stand firm in all the will of God, 
mature(X) and fully assured.13 I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those 
at Laodicea(Y) and Hierapolis. 14 Our dear friend Luke,(Z) the doctor, and Demas(AA) send 
greetings. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea,(AB) and to Nympha 
and the church in her house.(AC) 

16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read(AD) in the church of the 
Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea. 

17 Tell Archippus:(AE) “See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the 
Lord.”(AF) 

18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand.(AG) Remember(AH)my chains.(AI) Grace be with 
you.(AJ) 

Footnotes 

a. Colossians 4:7 Or slave; also in verse 12 
b. Colossians 4:8 Some manuscripts that he may know about your 
c. Colossians 4:11 Greek only ones of the circumcision group 
d.  

GRADY 

Lie #10 
Women must obediently submit to their husbands in all 
situations. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29549I
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29549J
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29549K
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29550L
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29550a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29550M
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29551b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29551N
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29552O
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29552P
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29553Q
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29553R
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29553S
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29554c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29554T
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29555U
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29555V
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29555W
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29555X
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29556Y
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29557Z
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29557AA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29558AB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29558AC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29559AD
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29560AE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29560AF
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29561AG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29561AH
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29561AI
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29561AJ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#en-NIV-29550
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#en-NIV-29551
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col%204&version=NIV#en-NIV-29554


WNC:  Winter Series 
              LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK 7– Being COLOSSIANS CHPT 3&4 –  LIVING RAISED 

Philemon∗Colossians∗Ephesians∗Philippians 
 

  9 

YEARS AGO, CHARISMA magazine reporter Marcia Ford set out to uncover the reason so 

much spouse abuse occurs in evangelical and Charismatic churches. She was aware of the 
statistics: an estimated four million women are assaulted each year by their current or former 
spouses. She also had reason to believe that many Christian women were victims in this 
national trend. But she was surprised to learn, after talking with the director of a prominent 
counseling clinic, that many of the calls that came into the Rapha Treatment Center’s hot line in 
Dallas not only were from Christians—they were from pastors’ wives who said their minister 
husbands were beating them. 

Though the church has been successful at justifying this abuse, or hiding it, one study Ford 
discovered while doing her research said that pastors typically did not know how to help 
women who were being abused by their Christian husbands. In a survey of battered women 
who successfully escaped their abusers, the women who sought help from pastors were usually 
told to (1) continue to submit to their husbands and (2) pray for the men that they would stop 
the abusive behavior. It’s no wonder the women ranked clergy last in their ability to provide 
any helpful guidance. 

The church has, unknowingly, created an environment that encourages abuse. We cite 
familiar Bible passages demanding that wives submit to their husbands without providing any 
explanation of what submission means in a practical sense and without outlining what these 
same biblical passages demand of husbands. Our counseling has been illogical and 
irresponsible. 

Take, for example, the story of Doris,* a middle-aged woman who attended an Assemblies of 
God church in the Northeast with her husband, Edward.* Although he was the church’s head 
deacon and was respected by the pastor and the congregation, Edward was privately abusing 
his wife. For no apparent reason he would erupt into a fit of rage after coming home from 
work, slapping or hitting Doris in the face so often that she learned to master the art of 
covering her bruises with makeup. 

Doris lived in a prison of inner turmoil. She didn’t dare tell anyone at the church about her 
husband’s irrational behavior. She kept trying to appease him. She assumed that one day she 
would discover what was making him angry and that she would then be able to adjust her own 
behavior so he wouldn’t explode. 

Finally, after several serious episodes of violence, she told her pastor. He didn’t really believe 
the abuse was that serious, and he told her she needed to submit. 

“He’s your husband. You can’t just leave him,” the pastor said. “It’s his house. You’re his wife. 
He has authority over you. You must be making him angry.” 

Doris was devastated. The pastor had confirmed her worst nightmare. He told her that she 
was the reason her husband was abusive. It was her fault! On two other occasions Doris 
returned for pastoral counseling, hoping that perhaps the pastor would change his opinion. On 
one occasion she expressed sincere fears for her life. 
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“Don’t worry,” the pastor said. “Even if you died you would go to be with the Lord. So you win 
either way. Just keep praying for him. But you are not allowed to leave.” 

A friend of mine named Nancie finally counseled with Doris and realized how serious the 
situation had become. She told her to get out of the house immediately, but by then Doris had 
almost no resolve left. She had been brainwashed into thinking that she was worthless and that 
her life would be over if she left this man who didn’t love her. 

Nancie begged Doris to move to a shelter or to a friend’s house. But Doris politely declined—
and repeated what her pastor had told her. “I know I don’t have the right to leave him,” she 
said. 

Nancie moved to Florida a few months later, but she tried to keep in touch with Doris. Not 
long after their last telephone conversation, Nancie heard the dreaded news: Edward had killed 
Doris. As bizarre as it sounds, this Christian woman was murdered by her own husband, a 
deacon in a Pentecostal church. Those who counsel abused women say this story is not as 
unique as it sounds. 

As is often the case, this church’s pastor doubted the battered woman’s story, so he dragged 
his feet instead of properly dealing with a life-and-death situation. He shrugged off this report 
of a Christian man who acted in a domineering manner—since authoritarian behavior in the 
home is actually encouraged by many pastors. 

After all, if a man erupts in anger at home or is overly demanding, isn’t he just 
demonstrating that he is in charge? Isn’t it a godly virtue for Christian men to act strong and 
authoritarian? Isn’t it true that if a man doesn’t remain in absolute control, he is in danger of 
becoming spiritually weak, and this is opening up a door for spiritual attack on his home? 
Many evangelical Christian men today might agree with this philosophy—but the logic is 
ridiculous. We should also note that Paul told Timothy that a man given to anger is not 
qualified to serve in ministry. (See 1 Timothy 3:3.) 

One of the most comprehensive studies on domestic violence in the church was conducted in 
the mid-1980s by clinical psychologist Jim M. Alsdurf, a graduate of Fuller Theological Seminary. 
Based on a questionnaire sent to fifty-seven hundred Protestant pastors in the United States 
and Canada, the survey revealed that though most pastors regularly confront spouse abuse in 
their ministries, they often are not overly concerned because they view the situation from a 
patriarchal perspective. In essence, this attitude says, “According to the Bible, Christian men are 
supposed to be in charge of the home, so a little yelling and hitting is OK.” Consider Alsdurf’s 
findings: 

• Twenty-six percent of the pastors polled said they normally tell a woman who is being abused 
by her husband that she should continue to submit to him “and to trust that God would honor 
her action by either stopping the abuse or giving her the strength to endure it.” 

• About 25 percent of the respondents said a lack of submissiveness in the wife is what triggered 
the violence in the first place. In other words, these pastors believe that the abuse is actually 
the woman’s fault. The women are told that if they would “learn to submit,” the violence will 
stop. 
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• A majority of the pastors said it is better for a woman to tolerate some level of violence in the 
home—even though it is “not God’s perfect will”—than to seek separation that might end in 
divorce. (Is it “better” even if the woman is killed, maimed, or raped?) 

• Seventy-one percent of the ministers said they would never advise a battered wife to leave her 
husband or separate because of abuse, and 92 percent said they would never counsel her to 
seek divorce. 

Christian homes and churches are in a sad state indeed if there have not been significant 
changes in clergy attitudes since this survey was taken. The Bible is clear on the point that God 
opposes violence (Prov. 21:7; Ezek. 45:9). In fact, Jesus warned against those who take 
advantage of people who are physically weaker. Yet we are actually promoting a theology that 
encourages violence when we tell a woman she must learn to “endure” beatings. (See Matthew 
18:1–6.) 

A pastor should be willing to counsel a woman to seek separation or divorce when her 
marriage is jeopardized by domestic violence. Why don’t we do this? Because our unbalanced 
interpretation of Scripture can hinder us from seeing divorce as a viable option for Christians. In 
a fallen world, however, we must recognize that sometimes it is the only option. 

Divorce is a tragic problem in our society, and we can’t minimize its negative effects, 
particularly on children. But some of the Christian community’s opposition to divorce has been 
more of a concern for the church’s image than for the individuals involved. We aren’t proud of 
the fact that so many Christian marriages fail, so we don’t want to do anything to make the 
statistics worse. 

James and Phyllis Alsdurf point out in their book Abuse and Religion that we evangelicals 
are fond of quoting Malachi 2:16, “For the LORD God of Israel says that He hates divorce” 
(NKJV). Yet if we go to the next sentence we read, “And I hate a man’s covering himself with 
violence as well as with his garment” (NIV). A footnote in the New International Version says 
the verse can be translated, “I hate a man’s covering his wife with violence.” 

 
Yes, God hates divorce. But we can see in this passage in Malachi that He also hates wife-

beating and any other form of abuse. Women do not have to stay in dangerous marital 
situations just to keep divorce statistics low. God cares deeply about the safety and well-
being of women. He is not concerned that one more divorce will mar the church’s image. We 
too need to start caring more about vulnerable women (and their children) than about how 
another divorce might look on our record. 

Irresponsible Theology 

A distraught Christian woman who had been regularly beaten by her husband for four years 
finally gained the courage to seek counsel from her pastor, who was affiliated with a prominent 
evangelical denomination. She told him about her husband’s addiction to pornography, his fits 
of rage, and how he had once thrown her against a wall so hard that she heard a cracking sound 
in the back of her neck. 
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The pastor’s response was frightening: “If your husband kills you,” he advised, “it will be to 
the glory of God.” Her only option, he told her, was to submit and pray that God would change 
her husband’s heart. 

This is perverted! How did we ever invent a “Christian” theology that encourages a woman to 
risk injury or death at the hands of her husband to please God? How warped a woman’s view of 
God would have to be for her to accept such counsel! 

The root problem with our theology is that the church has taught that men have a biblical 
right to dominate—and we have instructed women that their submission to this ungodly 
behavior is God-ordained suffering, which they must willingly bear. This butchering of biblical 
texts distorts the character of Christ—who spent much of His time teaching on God’s care for 
the oppressed. 

Let’s look carefully at a verse that is most often used to promote this wrong view, and set the 
record straight. 

Because the apostle Paul told women to “submit to your husbands as to the Lord” (Eph. 5:22, 
NIV), we have assumed that women should have no say in family matters or that their opinion is 
second-rate. This verse, taken out of context, has been twisted to mean that the husband is the 
boss and that the woman must obey his every whim. We portray marriage as a hierarchy, with 
husbands on the throne and wives at the footstool. 

But this is not a Christian view of marriage at all. The first rule of biblical hermeneutics is 
that we look at all of Scripture to clarify the meaning of a particular text. So before we can 
understand this one verse, we must look at what the Bible in general teaches about 
submission and authority. 

In more than one instance Jesus taught that a true leader in the kingdom of God is a servant. 
He said the greatest must be the least. He told His disciples that they must become as children. 
He said in Mark 10:44 that “whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all” 
(emphasis added.) 

How do we apply this passage to marriage? Certainly it should be clear that if a man is 
called to lead a family, his leadership must be Christlike. He must serve, not dictate. He must 
display humility, not a know-it-all attitude. He must lead from a position of meekness, not 
from prideful superiority, or tyrannical domination. 

In fact, Jesus flatly condemned the worldly style of top-down, hierarchical leadership when 
He taught that His kingdom is not like that of the Gentiles, whose leaders “lord it over” their 
subordinates. (See Matthew 20:25–26.) Why would Christ condemn this kind of behavior on 
one hand and then encourage husbands to act in an authoritarian manner at home? He didn’t, 
and neither did the apostle Paul. 

When we read Paul’s discourse on marriage in Ephesians 5, we must start with verse 21, 
“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” (NIV, emphasis added). This verse has 
been conveniently overlooked in many Christian marriage seminars, which usually start the 
lesson with verse 22, “Wives, submit to your husbands” (NIV). I have often heard teachings on 
the subject of male headship in the home, but I’ve never heard a pastor encourage men to 
submit to their wives as suggested in verse 21. Yet in a loving marriage, a man and woman will 
defer to one another when they make decisions. 



WNC:  Winter Series 
              LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK 7– Being COLOSSIANS CHPT 3&4 –  LIVING RAISED 

Philemon∗Colossians∗Ephesians∗Philippians 
 

  13 

A closer look at this passage reveals that this teaching begins with verse 21, which encourages 
all believers to submit to one another “in the fear of the Christ.” To promote an attitude of 
submissiveness in the entire church, Paul tells wives to submit to their husbands, husbands to 
their wives, children to their parents and slaves to their masters. Submission, not in the sense 
of domination or rulership over another, but in the sense of preferring one another and not 
demanding personal rights, should be operating in the entire body of Christ in order to reveal 
the love of Christ to the world. 

We also must note that the Greek word for submission, hupotasso, is written in the Greek 
middle voice, which means it is something that an individual imposes upon himself or herself. 
It means to choose to yield to another, rather than demanding one’s own way.  

Submission remains the freewill right of the one choosing to yield. It cannot be demanded 
from another individual or imposed upon one person by another. When this occurs, it stops 
being hupotasso and becomes domination, which was an attitude Christ forbade His disciples 
to operate in with regard to one another (Matt. 23:10). Submission is not something that can 
be required or exacted from another person. 

The overarching theme of marriage in the Bible is the concept of unity and oneness. Couples 
should develop a deep level of intimacy and trust that blossoms as they work out differences, 
share dreams, and walk through hardships together. In my twenty-two years of marriage, my 
wife and I have had plenty of disagreements: over finances, over the education of our 
children, and over trivial matters. But when we disagree, I do not announce, “I am the head 
of this house, so what I say goes.” When we reach an impasse, Deborah and I either agree to 
pray for a season about the matter, or we choose to defer to one another. This is the concept 
of biblical submission that the apostle Paul attempted to convey in Ephesians. I don’t demand 
my way, and Deborah doesn’t demand hers. Instead, we both humbly seek after God’s way, 
His will, and His purpose. When our hearts are truly His, biblical submission is easy. 

The point is never who is right or wrong or who is in charge. The issue is how we can 
discover the mind of Christ. I view my wife as an equal. I am not “over her.” We function as 
one. 

Paul told husbands, “This is how you love your wives, by giving up your life, your way, and 
your rights, as Christ gave up His.” Remember that Christ was Lord of the universe and laid 
down His crown by submitting Himself unto death. The Bible says He took on the form of a 
servant. He laid down His life to raise us up. This is the purpose of biblical submission. 

We must notice also in studying Ephesians 5 that Paul does not focus the text solely on the 
need for wifely submission. His words in this passage stress the loving attitude husbands 
should demonstrate at home. Men are commanded to love their wives “as Christ also loved 
the church” (v. 25) and “as their own bodies” (v. 28). These words were revolutionary in a 
first-century culture that taught that wives were their husband’s property! 

Marriages are doomed to serious dysfunction and ultimate failure if the husband views his 
wife as inferior or if he arrogantly assumes that God wants him to always have the right answer 
and the wisest plan in every situation. No! The reason God provided Adam with Eve was 
because the man couldn’t do it alone. He needed an equal partner who complemented him in 
every way. 
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So, Is the Husband the Boss? 

The passage of Scripture that is so often misused with regard to the complex issue of male 
headship is Ephesians 5:22–23: 

Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, 
as Christ also is the head of the church. 

—EMPHASIS ADDED 

Contrary to popular interpretation, these verses do not give men a license to dominate their 
wives, nor do they endorse a kind of top-down hierarchy in the marriage relationship. 

One of Paul’s main reasons for writing this discourse on family relationships was to stress the 
beauty of the mystical union between man and wife, which he compares to the communion 
between Christ and the church. If Paul were trying to declare who was in charge, he would have 
said, “Wives, obey your husbands,” in the same manner that he states in Colossians 3:20, 
“Children, obey your parents” (NIV, emphasis added). But he does not use the word obey. 

The word hupotasso can also mean “to identify with” or “to be attached to.” It can also 
mean “become one with.” Again, the issue here is oneness and unity between equal partners, 
not who obeys whom. 

But there is another important reason Paul wrote these words, and we cannot understand 
their meaning without delving deeper into the culture of the New Testament period. 
Theologian Catherine Clark Kroeger has noted that in the first century, women had no rights 
and were considered possessions. In the Roman Empire, it was customary for the woman’s 
father to continue to claim ownership of his daughter even after she was married. 

This inhumane system, known as sine manu, or “marriage without hand,” was a way for the 
bride’s dowry to stay under the control of her father even after she moved into her husband’s 
home. As long as she was brought back to her father’s house three times a year (sometimes 
against her will), he could claim legal ownership of her and her property. This system, which 
was later outlawed, obviously created havoc in families.  

Knowing the context helps us understand why Paul stressed to the new Christian 
community in Ephesus that a wife should “be attached to” or “submitted to” or “identified 
with” her husband. She was no longer to be attached to her father! And this is why Paul, a 
few verses later, quotes Genesis 2:24: “For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh” (Eph. 5:31, NKJV). 

But if this passage in Ephesians does not give men permission to dominate their wives, then 
why does Paul say that a husband is “head” (v. 23) of the wife? 

The Greek word for “head” in this passage is kephale, which is most often translated 
“authority over.” However, some Bible scholars point out that this word can and often is 
translated “source” in ancient texts, in much the same way that we would refer to the “head” 
of a river being its source. Therefore it is possible that kephale can mean here that man is the 
source of woman, a reference to the fact that Eve was created from Adam. 

 



WNC:  Winter Series 
              LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK 7– Being COLOSSIANS CHPT 3&4 –  LIVING RAISED 

Philemon∗Colossians∗Ephesians∗Philippians 
 

  15 

Again, many scholars believe that Paul is setting in order the true Christian family in the 
midst of a pagan Roman culture that treated women like property and disregarded the 
autonomy of a newlywed couple.  

 
According to God’s plan, when a man and a woman come together in holy matrimony they 

must sever their ties to parents, grandparents, and any other controlling influences from 
relatives. The man must leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife. (See Genesis 2:24; 
Ephesians 5:31.) She must “submit,” or “become attached to,” her husband, rather than 
continue to relate to her father as her “head.” 

If we truly want to understand the meaning of Ephesians 5, these cultural factors must be 
considered. Paul’s words to this infant New Testament church were meant to liberate women 
who had been subjected to a patriarchal system that did not even recognize their personhood. 
The gospel proclaimed in this passage set in motion a way to revolutionize that culture—and to 
transform the nature of men who did not know how to love their wives. 

How tragic that we have used Paul’s liberating words to put women in bondage! 

Gender Bias Around the World 

Gender prejudice has been at the core of fallen human nature since the Garden of Eden, and 
we see its effects everywhere. It is the way of the world. It has been encoded in all of the 
world’s religions. A degrading view of women is pervasive in almost every culture, but nowhere 
is it more evident than in the Middle East. 

The stories of abuse of women from the Muslim world are horrific. Take for example the case 
of a Palestinian girl named Saana, who at age eighteen was forced into an arranged marriage to 
a Muslim man she didn’t love. The Middle East Intelligence Digest reported her tragic story to 
illustrate that women are incredibly vulnerable in a culture that considers females to be the 
literal property of their husbands or other male relatives. 

Because Saana was so unhappy, she ran away from her new home at one point and ended up 
with friends in another West Bank village. Her family tracked her down within six hours and 
forced her to return to her husband. The next day, Saana’s brother killed her, decapitated her 
body, and carried her severed head through the streets. His act of brutality, which was praised 
by the local Muslim townsfolk, is what is known in that region as a “family honor killing.” 
Because Saana had “disgraced” her husband by running away, she got what she deserved 
according to Islamic tradition. 

At least forty such murders are reported in Israel’s Palestinian territories each year, although 
the number of actual honor killings is probably much higher. In 1994, one woman was seized in 
broad daylight in east Jerusalem and stabbed sixteen times in the head and shoulder. Her 
crime: she had insisted on custody of her children in a complicated divorce case. 

In a report released in 2000 by Amnesty International and the United Nations, researchers 
said as many as one thousand Muslim “honor killings” occurred in Pakistan in 1999. At least 
four hundred such killings were documented in Yemen in 1997. In a majority of the cases, the 
UN found that the orders to kill the women came from family members. 
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The Associated Press reported in July 2000 that the father of one twenty-eight-year-old 
Pakistani woman who had “disgraced” her family by seeking a divorce from her abusive 
husband hired an assassin to shoot her. Her father, a prominent businessman in the city of 
Lahore, was praised by religious and community leaders for killing his daughter. 

In Iran, Afghanistan, and Saudi Arabia, and in other Muslim nations where Western influence 
is strongly resisted, the human rights of women are extremely limited because of Islamic 
teachings. Women in some Muslim cultures are often strongly discouraged from pursuing any 
kind of education, and they are considered to be on the same social level as domesticated 
animals. Muslim women in these Arab nations have been shot, beheaded, stoned, or poisoned 
for “crimes” such as sitting next to a man on a bus, talking to a man on the telephone, or being 
raped. 

Some Muslim women don’t even have the right to venture out in public. Abassi Madani, 
leader of the Algerian Islamic Front, was recently asked by Time magazine when it was 
appropriate for a Muslim woman to leave her house. His response: “When she is born, when 
she is married and when she goes to the cemetery.” 

Fundamentalist Islam endorses spouse abuse in its cruelest form. Consider what the Qur’an 
and other holy Muslim texts, or hadiths, say about marriage and Allah’s will for women: 

• Men are superior to women (Q 2:228, Q 4:34). 
• Women are deficient in intelligence, gratitude, and religion (Hadith Sahih al-Bukhari) and are to 

be considered “toys” (Hadith No. 919). 

• The deception of women is “awesome,” their wickedness is contagious, and bad character and 
feeble minds are their predominant traits (Hadith Ihy’a ‘Uloum ed-Din). 

• The witness of two women is equal to the witness of one man (Q 2:282). 

• Women must wear veils, or hijabs, to protect not their own chastity but the chastity of men 
who might see them (Hadith by Dr. Mohammad Sa’id Ramadan al-Buti). 

• A husband’s rights over his wife are divine (Hadith Mishkat al-Masabih). 

• It is condescension on the part of the man to spend his life with a woman. She cannot repay 
this favor, no matter what sacrifice she makes (Hadith by Suyuti). 

• A husband who fears rebelliousness in his wife must admonish her first. If that does not work, 
he has the right to desert her sexually. If that does not work, he may beat her (Q 4:34). 

• A footnote in the English translation of the Hadith Mishkat al-Masabih states that a husband 
may beat his wife mildly if she (1) does not wear “fineries” that he requests, (2) refuses sexual 
relations without a lawful excuse, (3) is ordered to take a bath to clean herself from impurities 
for prayer, and refuses, and (4) goes abroad without permission of her husband. 

• The Muslim cleric Ibn Kaathir, commenting on a Qu’ranic passage in Q 4:34, says that a man is 
not to be asked why he beat his wife. It is his unquestionable right. 

• Beatings will not only reform “deviations” in behavior but can also be gratifying to women. 
Some women will not “recognize the power of the man whom they love except when the man 
conquers them physically” (Sayid Qotb, Fi Zilal al-Qur’an, commenting on Q 4:34). 
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Islam isn’t the only religion that still promotes wife-beating and female subjugation in the 
twenty-first century. Hinduism, which boasts an estimated 714 million adherents in India alone, 
also promotes a degrading view of women even though some of its most important deities are 
powerful goddesses. 

Because of the rise of militant religious nationalism, many Hindus in India today still practice 
barbaric rituals such as sati, the ancient tradition of burning women on funeral pyres after their 
husbands die. Also in many parts of India today, female babies often are killed quietly by their 
parents because it is considered shameful to give birth to a girl. The United Nations recently 
reported that up to fifty million girls are missing from India’s population because of infanticide. 

Shouldn’t Christianity Be Different? 

Compared to the abysmal record of human rights abuses evident in Muslim and Hindu cultures, 
one would expect the status of women to be higher in nations that have been influenced by the 
gospel. In most cases this is true—it was the influence of Christianity in the United States, for 
example, that sparked the movement to give women the vote in 1920. 

Similar movements occurred later in Canada (1918), Germany (1918), Sweden (1921), France 
(1944), and Italy (1945). England granted the vote to women in 1918 but required them to be 
age thirty, while men could vote at age twenty-one; the voting age was not equalized until 
1928. Iraq waited until 1980 to grant women’s suffrage. South African black women could not 
vote until 1994. 

Governments have finally recognized that women deserve equal rights, yet in the church the 
degradation of women through spouse abuse still occurs in the Christian church to an 
embarrassing extent. Although part of Jesus Christ’s mission was to redeem women from the 
curse and to elevate them to a place of safety and righteous influence, church leaders have not 
always supported that mission. In many cases we have opposed it. 

In New Testament times, women were considered the absolute property of their fathers or 
husbands. They were less valuable than cattle. This is why the apostle Paul’s words to husbands 
in Ephesians 5:28, “Husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies,” was such 
a radical departure from the cultural traditions of the day. The Christian view of husband-wife 
relationships is one of equality and mutual respect, not domination, control, and humiliation. 

Yet gender prejudice remained entrenched in the church in its earliest days. Throughout the 
Middle Ages the predominant view among Christians was that women were inferior and should 
be ruled by their tyrant husbands—and beaten if necessary. Catholic clergy in medieval times 
endorsed wife-beating for the purpose of discipline, and this was law in France in the thirteenth 
century. One law stated that men “may be excused for the injuries they inflict on their wives. 
Provided he neither kills nor maims her, it is legal for a man to beat his wife if she wrongs him.” 

Although the Protestant Reformation brought a new understanding of the grace of God for 
salvation, the chief reformers offered little of that grace to women. John Calvin, John Knox, and 
Martin Luther all displayed blatant chauvinism in their writings, and Luther actually boasted 
that he hit his wife to correct her. 
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In Protestant England, wife-beating was a protected act as long as the instrument used was 
not considered “unreasonable.” (One law specified that the stick used to strike a woman could 
not be thicker than a man’s thumb, and some etymologists claim that this evolved into our 
modern figure of speech, “rule of thumb.”) In the United States, lawmakers finally began 
enacting statutes in the late 1800s that made wife-beating a punishable crime. 

Women in the twentieth century gained political rights and equal access in the workplace, yet 
today spouse abuse is still a widespread problem. The National Council on Domestic Violence 
says a woman is battered every fifteen seconds in this country. Tragically, the problem also 
exists in evangelical churches—but it is often swept under a rug because Christian leaders 
either don’t know how to stop it or can’t reconcile the problem with their theology. That’s 
because their own teaching about marriage relationships, particularly their philosophy of wives 
and “biblical submission,” is an underlying cause of this ugly dilemma. 

Isn’t it time that the church stood up and shined a truly biblical light of truth into the 
world’s dark history of gender bias? 
* Not real names. 

Chapter 10 
Questions for Discussion 

 

1. How would you counsel a woman whose Christian husband is abusing her physically? 

2. Explain how you interpret the apostle Paul’s words in Ephesians 5:22, “Wives, submit 
to your husbands” (NIV). 

3. After reading the quotes from Islamic holy books, how would you describe the 
Muslim view of women? How does this view differ from a Christian view of women? 

4. Explain why you think Christians in other time periods actually promoted the practice 
of wife-beating. 

The prophet Joel was not against the daughters prophesying, nor the apostles. . . . 
So you that persecute the daughters on whom the Spirit of the Lord is poured, and 
believe them not, you are them that despise prophesying, and so have broken the 

apostles’ command. . . . So be ashamed forever, and let all your mouths be stopped 
forever, that despise the spirit of prophecy in the daughters, and do cast them into 

prison, and do hinder the women laborers in the gospel. 
—GEORGE FOX, FOUNDER OF THE QUAKER MOVEMENT 

 

Oh, that the ministers of religion would search the original records of God’s Word in 
order to discover whether the general notions of society are not wrong on this 
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subject, and whether God really intended woman to bury her gifts and talents, as 
she now does. 

—CATHERINE BOOTH, COFOUNDER OF THE SALVATION ARMY 

 

It is not enough for women to modestly and quietly seek their own redemption; they 
must proclaim it, even when that proclamation lays them open to the false charge 
of immodesty. It is wicked for any human being to shut the mouth of anyone, male 
or female, who will sound forth a testimony to the truth in these days of apostasy. 

—MISSIONARY AND BIBLE EXPOSITOR KATHERINE BUSHNELL 
WHO HELPED STOP CHILD PROSTITUTION IN INDIA IN THE LATE 1800S 

 

Between four and five years after my sanctification, on a certain time, an impressive 
silence fell upon me, and I stood as if someone was about to speak to me, yet I had 

no such thought in my heart. But to my utter surprise there seemed to sound a voice 
which I thought I distinctly heard, and most certainly understood, which said to me 

“Go preach the gospel!” I immediately replied aloud, “No one will believe me.” 
Again I listened, and again the same voice seemed to say—“Preach the gospel. I will 

put words in your mouth.” 
—JERENA LEE, THE FIRST WIDELY TRAVELED FEMALE EVANGELIST 

IN THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
DURING THE EARLY 1800S3 

 
 
COLOSSIANS 3 (NIV) 
 

Living as Those Made Alive in Christ 

3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ,(A) set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.(B) 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things.(C) 3 For you died,(D) and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who 
is your[a] life,(E) appears,(F)then you also will appear with him in glory.(G) 

 
3 Grady, J. L. (2013). Ten Lies The Church Tells Women: How the Bible Has Been Misused to 
Keep Women in Spiritual Bondage. Charisma House. 
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5 Put to death,(H) therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature:(I) sexual 
immorality,(J) impurity, lust, evil desires and greed,(K) which is idolatry.(L) 6 Because of these, 
the wrath of God(M) is coming.[b] 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once 
lived.(N) 8 But now you must also rid yourselves(O) of all such things as these: anger, rage, 
malice, slander,(P) and filthy language from your lips.(Q) 9 Do not lie to each other,(R)since you 
have taken off your old self(S) with its practices 10 and have put on the new self,(T) which is 
being renewed(U) in knowledge in the image of its Creator.(V) 11 Here there is no Gentile or 
Jew,(W) circumcised or uncircumcised,(X) barbarian, Scythian, slave or free,(Y) but Christ is 
all,(Z) and is in all. 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves(AA) with 
compassion, kindness, humility,(AB)gentleness and patience.(AC) 13 Bear with each other(AD) and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.(AE) 14 And over all these virtues put on love,(AF) which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.(AG) 

15 Let the peace of Christ(AH) rule in your hearts, since as members of one body(AI) you were 
called to peace.(AJ) And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ(AK) dwell among you richly as 
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom(AL) through psalms,(AM) hymns, and 
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.(AN) 17 And whatever you 
do,(AO) whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks(AP) to 
God the Father through him. 

Instructions for Christian Households(AQ) 

18 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands,(AR) as is fitting in the Lord. 

19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 

20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

21 Fathers,[c] do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 

22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on 
you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the 
Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance(AS) from the Lord as a 
reward.(AT) It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for 
their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.(AU) 

Footnotes 

a. Colossians 3:4 Some manuscripts our 
b. Colossians 3:6 Some early manuscripts coming on those who are disobedient 
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c. Colossians 3:21 Or Parents 
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OO. Colossians 3:17 : 1Co 10:31 
PP. Colossians 3:17 : S Eph 5:20 
QQ. Colossians 3:18 : 3:18-4:1pp — Eph 5:22-6:9 
RR. Colossians 3:18 : S Eph 5:22 
SS. Colossians 3:24 : S Ac 20:32 
TT. Colossians 3:24 : S Mt 16:27 
UU. Colossians 3:25 : S Ac 10:34 

 
 
COLOSSIANS 4(NIV) 
 

4 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair,(A)because you know that you also 
have a Master in heaven. 

Further Instructions 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer,(B) being watchful and thankful.3 And pray for us, too, that God 
may open a door(C) for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery(D) of Christ, for 
which I am in chains.(E) 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise(F) in the 
way you act toward outsiders;(G) make the most of every opportunity.(H) 6 Let your 
conversation be always full of grace,(I) seasoned with salt,(J) so that you may know how to 
answer everyone.(K) 

Final Greetings 

7 Tychicus(L) will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and 
fellow servant[a](M) in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you 
may know about our[b] circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts.(N) 9 He is 
coming with Onesimus,(O) our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you.(P) They will tell 
you everything that is happening here. 

10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus(Q) sends you his greetings, as does Mark,(R) the cousin of 
Barnabas.(S) (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome 
him.)11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews[c] among my 
co-workers(T) for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to 
me. 12 Epaphras,(U)who is one of you(V) and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is 
always wrestling in prayer for you,(W) that you may stand firm in all the will of God, 
mature(X) and fully assured.13 I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those 
at Laodicea(Y) and Hierapolis. 14 Our dear friend Luke,(Z) the doctor, and Demas(AA) send 
greetings. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea,(AB) and to Nympha 
and the church in her house.(AC) 
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16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read(AD) in the church of the 
Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea. 

17 Tell Archippus:(AE) “See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the 
Lord.”(AF) 

18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand.(AG) Remember(AH)my chains.(AI) Grace be with 
you.(AJ) 

Footnotes 

a. Colossians 4:7 Or slave; also in verse 12 
b. Colossians 4:8 Some manuscripts that he may know about your 
c. Colossians 4:11 Greek only ones of the circumcision group 

Cross references 

A. Colossians 4:1 : Lev 25:43, 53 
B. Colossians 4:2 : S Lk 18:1 
C. Colossians 4:3 : S Ac 14:27 
D. Colossians 4:3 : S Ro 16:25 
E. Colossians 4:3 : S Ac 21:33 
F. Colossians 4:5 : Eph 5:15 
G. Colossians 4:5 : S Mk 4:11 
H. Colossians 4:5 : Eph 5:16 
I. Colossians 4:6 : Eph 4:29 
J. Colossians 4:6 : Mk 9:50 
K. Colossians 4:6 : 1Pe 3:15 
L. Colossians 4:7 : S Ac 20:4 
M. Colossians 4:7 : Eph 6:21, 22; Col 1:7 
N. Colossians 4:8 : Eph 6:21, 22; Col 2:2 
O. Colossians 4:9 : Phm 10 
P. Colossians 4:9 : ver 12 
Q. Colossians 4:10 : S Ac 19:29 
R. Colossians 4:10 : S Ac 12:12 
S. Colossians 4:10 : S Ac 4:36 
T. Colossians 4:11 : S Php 2:25 
U. Colossians 4:12 : Col 1:7; Phm 23 
V. Colossians 4:12 : ver 9 
W. Colossians 4:12 : S Ro 15:30 
X. Colossians 4:12 : S 1Co 2:6 
Y. Colossians 4:13 : S Col 2:1 
Z. Colossians 4:14 : 2Ti 4:11; Phm 24 
AA. Colossians 4:14 : 2Ti 4:10; Phm 24 
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BB. Colossians 4:15 : S Col 2:1 
CC. Colossians 4:15 : S Ro 16:5 
DD. Colossians 4:16 : 2Th 3:14; S 1Ti 4:13 
EE. Colossians 4:17 : Phm 2 
FF. Colossians 4:17 : 2Ti 4:5 
GG. Colossians 4:18 : S 1Co 16:21 
HH. Colossians 4:18 : Heb 13:3 
II. Colossians 4:18 : S Ac 21:33 
JJ. Colossians 4:18 : 1Ti 6:21; 2Ti 4:22; Tit 3:15; Heb 13:25 

 
 
Colossians 3 (CEB) 

Your life hidden in Christ 

3 Therefore, if you were raised with Christ, look for the things that are above where Christ 
is sitting at God’s right side. 2 Think about the things above and not things on earth. 3 You 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

5 So put to death the parts of your life that belong to the earth, such as sexual immorality, 
moral corruption, lust, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 The wrath of God is 
coming upon disobedient people because of these things. 7 You used to live this way, when 
you were alive to these things. 8 But now set aside these things, such as anger, rage, malice, 
slander, and obscene language. 9 Don’t lie to each other. Take off the old human nature with 
its practices  

 

10 and put on the new nature, which is renewed in knowledge by conforming to the image 
of the one who created it.11 In this image there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all things and in all people. 

12 Therefore, as God’s choice, holy and loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience. 13 Be tolerant with each other and, if someone has a complaint 
against anyone, forgive each other. As the Lord forgave you, so also forgive each 
other. 14 And over all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 15 The 
peace of Christ must control your hearts—a peace into which you were called in one body. 
And be thankful people. 16 The word of Christ must live in you richly. Teach and warn each 
other with all wisdom by singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts. 17 Whatever you do, whether in speech or action, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and give thanks to God the Father through him. 
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18 Wives, submit to your husbands in a way that is appropriate in the Lord.19 Husbands, 
love your wives and don’t be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, 
because this pleases the Lord. 21 Parents, don’t provoke your children in a way that ends up 
discouraging them. 

22 Slaves, obey your masters on earth in everything. Don’t just obey like people pleasers 
when they are watching. Instead, obey with the single motivation of fearing the 
Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do it from the heart for the Lord and not for people. 24 You know 
that you will receive an inheritance as a reward. You serve the Lord Christ. 25 But evildoers 
will receive their reward for their evil actions. There is no discrimination. 

  
 
 
 

Colossians 4 
Common English Bible 

4 Masters, be just and fair to your slaves, knowing that you yourselves have a master in 

heaven. 

2 Keep on praying and guard your prayers with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray for us 

also. Pray that God would open a door for the word so we can preach the secret plan[a] of 

Christ—which is why I’m in chains. 4 Pray that I might be able to make it as clear as I ought 

to when I preach. 5 Act wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. 6 Your 

speech should always be gracious and sprinkled with insight so that you may know how to 

respond to every person. 

Final greeting 

7 Tychicus, our dearly loved brother, faithful minister, and fellow slave in the Lord, will 

inform you about everything that has happened to me. 8 This is why I sent him to you, so 

that you’ll know all about us and so he can encourage your hearts. 9 I sent him with 

Onesimus, our faithful and dearly loved brother, who is one of you. They will let you know 

about everything here. 

10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, says hello to you. So does Mark, Barnabas’ cousin (you 

received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him). 11 Jesus, called Justus, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=COLOSSIANS%204&version=CEB#fen-CEB-29525a
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also says hello. These are my only fellow workers for God’s kingdom who are Jewish 

converts. They have been an encouragement to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, says 

hello. He’s a slave of Christ Jesus who always wrestles for you in prayers so that you will 

stand firm and be fully mature and complete in the entire will of God. 13 I can vouch for him 

that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14 Luke, the 

dearly loved physician, and Demas say hello. 

15 Say hello to the brothers and sisters in Laodicea, along with Nympha and the church that 

meets in her house. 16 After this letter has been read to you publicly, make sure that the 

church in Laodicea reads it and that you read the one from Laodicea. 17 And tell Archippus, 

“See to it that you complete the ministry that you received in the Lord.” 

18 I, Paul, am writing this greeting personally. Remember that I’m in prison. Grace be with 

you. 

Footnotes 

a. Colossians 4:3 Or mystery 
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1 Corinthians 7 
New International Version 

Concerning Married Life 

7 Now for the matters you wrote about: “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations 

with a woman.”(A) 2 But since sexual immorality is occurring, each man should have sexual 

relations with his own wife, and each woman with her own husband.3 The husband should 

fulfill his marital duty to his wife,(B) and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 The wife does 

not have authority over her own body but yields it to her husband. In the same way, the 

husband does not have authority over his own body but yields it to his wife. 5 Do not 

deprive each other except perhaps by mutual consent and for a time,(C) so that you may 

devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan(D) will not tempt 

you(E) because of your lack of self-control. 6 I say this as a concession, not as a command.(F) 7 I 

wish that all of you were as I am.(G) But each of you has your own gift from God; one has this 

gift, another has that.(H) 

8 Now to the unmarried[a] and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I 

do.(I) 9 But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry,(J) for it is better to marry 

than to burn with passion. 

10 To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from 

her husband.(K) 11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her 

husband.(L) And a husband must not divorce his wife. 

12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord):(M) If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and 

she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a woman has a husband 

who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 14 For the 

unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has 
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been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, 

but as it is, they are holy.(N) 

15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not bound in such 

circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.(O) 16 How do you know, wife, whether you 

will save(P) your husband?(Q) Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save your 

wife? 

Concerning Change of Status 

17 Nevertheless, each person should live as a believer in whatever situation the Lord has 

assigned to them, just as God has called them.(R) This is the rule I lay down in all the 

churches.(S) 18 Was a man already circumcised when he was called? He should not become 

uncircumcised. Was a man uncircumcised when he was called? He should not be 

circumcised.(T)19 Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing.(U)Keeping God’s 

commands is what counts. 20 Each person should remain in the situation they were in when 

God called them.(V) 

21 Were you a slave when you were called? Don’t let it trouble you—although if you can 

gain your freedom, do so. 22 For the one who was a slave when called to faith in the Lord is 

the Lord’s freed person;(W) similarly, the one who was free when called is Christ’s 

slave.(X) 23 You were bought at a price;(Y) do not become slaves of human beings. 24 Brothers 

and sisters, each person, as responsible to God, should remain in the situation they were in 

when God called them.(Z) 

Concerning the Unmarried 

25 Now about virgins: I have no command from the Lord,(AA) but I give a judgment as one 

who by the Lord’s mercy(AB) is trustworthy. 26 Because of the present crisis, I think that it is 

good for a man to remain as he is.(AC) 27 Are you pledged to a woman? Do not seek to be 

released. Are you free from such a commitment? Do not look for a wife.(AD) 28 But if you do 
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marry, you have not sinned;(AE) and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But those who 

marry will face many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this. 

29 What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short.(AF) From now on those who 

have wives should live as if they do not; 30 those who mourn, as if they did not; those who 

are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to 

keep; 31 those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in 

its present form is passing away.(AG) 

32 I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the 

Lord’s affairs(AH)—how he can please the Lord. 33 But a married man is concerned about the 

affairs of this world—how he can please his wife— 34 and his interests are divided. An 

unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted 

to the Lord in both body and spirit.(AI) But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of 

this world—how she can please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your own good, not to 

restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided(AJ) devotion to the Lord. 

36 If anyone is worried that he might not be acting honorably toward the virgin he is 

engaged to, and if his passions are too strong[b] and he feels he ought to marry, he should do 

as he wants. He is not sinning.(AK) They should get married. 37 But the man who has settled 

the matter in his own mind, who is under no compulsion but has control over his own will, 

and who has made up his mind not to marry the virgin—this man also does the right 

thing. 38 So then, he who marries the virgin does right,(AL) but he who does not marry her 

does better.[c] 

39 A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives.(AM) But if her husband dies, she is 

free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord.(AN) 40 In my 

judgment,(AO) she is happier if she stays as she is—and I think that I too have the Spirit of 

God. 
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Footnotes 

a. 1 Corinthians 7:8 Or widowers 

b. 1 Corinthians 7:36 Or if she is getting beyond the usual age for marriage 

c. 1 Corinthians 7:38 Or 36 If anyone thinks he is not treating his daughter properly, and 

if she is getting along in years (or if her passions are too strong), and he feels she 

ought to marry, he should do as he wants. He is not sinning. He should let her get 

married. 37 But the man who has settled the matter in his own mind, who is under no 

compulsion but has control over his own will, and who has made up his mind to keep 

the virgin unmarried—this man also does the right thing. 38 So then, he who gives his 

virgin in marriage does right, but he who does not give her in marriage does better. 

Cross references 

A. 1 Corinthians 7:1 : ver 8, 26 

B. 1 Corinthians 7:3 : Ex 21: 10; 1Pe 3:7 

C. 1 Corinthians 7:5 : Ex 19:15; 1Sa 21:4, 5 

D. 1 Corinthians 7:5 : S Mt 4:10 

E. 1 Corinthians 7:5 : 1Th 3:5 

F. 1 Corinthians 7:6 : 2Co 8:8 

G. 1 Corinthians 7:7 : ver 8; 1Co 9:5 

H. 1 Corinthians 7:7 : Mt 19:11, 12; Ro 12:6; 1Co 12:4, 11 

I. 1 Corinthians 7:8 : ver 1, 26 

J. 1 Corinthians 7:9 : 1Ti 5:14 

K. 1 Corinthians 7:10 : Mal 2:14-16; S Lk 16:18 

L. 1 Corinthians 7:11 : ver 39; Ro 7:2, 3 

M. 1 Corinthians 7:12 : ver 6, 10; 2Co 11:17 

N. 1 Corinthians 7:14 : Mal 2:15 

O. 1 Corinthians 7:15 : S Ro 14:19; 1Co 14:33 

P. 1 Corinthians 7:16 : S Ro 11:14 

Q. 1 Corinthians 7:16 : 1Pe 3:1 
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R. 1 Corinthians 7:17 : Ro 12:3 

S. 1 Corinthians 7:17 : 1Co 4:17; 14:33; 2Co 8:18; 11:28 

T. 1 Corinthians 7:18 : Ac 15:1, 2 

U. 1 Corinthians 7:19 : Ro 2:25-27; Gal 5:6; 6:15; Col 3:11 

V. 1 Corinthians 7:20 : ver 24 

W. 1 Corinthians 7:22 : Jn 8:32, 36 

X. 1 Corinthians 7:22 : S Ro 6:22 

Y. 1 Corinthians 7:23 : S 1Co 6:20 

Z. 1 Corinthians 7:24 : ver 20 

AA. 1 Corinthians 7:25 : ver 6; 2Co 8:8 

BB. 1 Corinthians 7:25 : 2Co 4:1; 1Ti 1:13, 16 

CC. 1 Corinthians 7:26 : ver 1, 8 

DD. 1 Corinthians 7:27 : ver 20, 21 

EE. 1 Corinthians 7:28 : ver 36 

FF. 1 Corinthians 7:29 : ver 31; S Ro 13:11, 12 

GG. 1 Corinthians 7:31 : ver 29; S Heb 12:27 

HH. 1 Corinthians 7:32 : 1Ti 5:5 

II. 1 Corinthians 7:34 : Lk 2:37 

JJ. 1 Corinthians 7:35 : Ps 86:11 

KK. 1 Corinthians 7:36 : ver 28 

LL. 1 Corinthians 7:38 : Heb 13:4 

MM. 1 Corinthians 7:39 : Ro 7:2, 3 

NN. 1 Corinthians 7:39 : 2Co 6:14 

OO. 1 Corinthians 7:40 : ver 25 
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