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Week 1: 3/4/2026 
Meeting the EPHESIANS 
Week 2: 3/11/2026 
 
 

The letter focuses on what God did through the historical work of Jesus Christ and does through 
his Spirit today, in order to build his new society in the midst of the old.1 

• Ephesians challenges us to: Live a creative new life, in the context of the old one. 

• If the gospel were going to mean anything at all, it had to mean something in 

Ephesus. 

 
 

 

LETTERS from PRISON 

:WEEK #3–EPHESIANS :   
 
 

RECAP: 
Ephesians 1:3-2:10 

Praise: 1:3-14 – Hallelujah  

Prayer: 1:15-2:10 
Paul, writing in Greek, wrote one long sentence from 1:3 to 1:14 (which is not reflected in 
English translations). It forms the longest sentence ever found in ancient Greek2 
 
Define Praise: 
1828: Eulogy:  EU'LOGY, noun [Gr.] Praise; encomium; panegyric; a speech or writing 
in commendation of a person, on account of his valuable qualities, or services. 

1: a commendatory oration or writing especially in honor of one deceased 

2: high praise as in tribute - a formal expression of praise  
Synonyms & Similar Words 
Tribute.  Commendation.  Homage.  Hymn. Panegyric (formal expression of 
praise).  Accolade.  Eulogium.  Salutation.  Dithyramb. Hallelujah.  
 
Define Prayer: 
PRA'YER, noun In a general sense, the act of asking for a favor, and particularly with 
earnestness. 

1. In worship, a solemn address to the Supreme Being, consisting of adoration, or an 
expression of our sense of God's glorious perfections, confession of our sins, 
supplication for mercy and forgiveness, intercession for blessings on others, and 

 
1 Stott, J. R. W. (1979). God’s new society: the message of Ephesians (p. 24). InterVarsity Press. 
2 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (p. 1). Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus70eph?ref=Bible.Eph1.1-2&off=20002&ctx=3.+The+message%0a~The+letter+focuses+on+wha
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph&off=42516
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thanksgiving, or an expression of gratitude to God for his mercies and benefits. 
A prayer however may consist of a single petition, and it may be extemporaneous, 
written or printed. 

2. A formula of church service, or of worship, public or private. 

3. Practice of supplication. As he is famed for mildness, peace and prayer 

I. INCLUDED 
A. Seal 
B. Inheritance 
C. Redemption  

 
II. GIVE 

A. Wisdom (from the Spirit) 
B. Revelation (from the Spirit) 

To KNOW (enlightened) JESUS > 
1. Hope – it is a calling 
2. Riches – that are inherited  
3. Incomprehensible POWER 

 
III. EMPOWERED 

A. Defined in the Resurrection 
B. Brings Salvation  

1. Deals with Sin 
2. Brings Life (infuses) – Frankenstein…“He’s alive!” 
3. Seats us in Heaven*notes below 

 
 
Ephesians 1:3-2:10 

Praise: 1:3-14 

Prayer: 1:15-2:10 CEB – we will begin w/v.s. 11 

11 We have also received an inheritance in Christ. We were destined by the plan of God, 
who accomplishes everything according to his design. 12 We are called to be an honor 
to God’s glory because we were the first to hope in Christ. 13 You too heard the word of 
truth in Christ, which is the good news of your salvation. You were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit because you believed in Christ. 14 The Holy Spirit is the down 
payment on our inheritance, which is applied toward our redemption as God’s own 
people, resulting in the honor of God’s glory. 

Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians 
15 Since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 
this is the reason that 16 I don’t stop giving thanks to God for you when I remember you 
in my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, will 
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give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation that makes God known to you. 18 I pray that 
the eyes of your heart will have enough light to see what is the hope of God’s call, what 
is the richness of God’s glorious inheritance among believers, 19 and what is the 
overwhelming greatness of God’s power that is working among us believers. This power 
is conferred by the energy of God’s powerful strength. 20 God’s power was at work in 
Christ when God raised him from the dead and sat him at God’s right side in the 
heavens, 21 far above every ruler and authority and power and angelic power, any 
power that might be named not only now but in the future. 22 God put everything under 
Christ’s feet and made him head of everything in the church, 23 which is his body. His 
body, the church, is the fullness of Christ, who fills everything in every way. 
Saved from sin to life 
2 At one time you were like a dead person because of the things you did wrong and 
your offenses against God. 2 You used to live like people of this world. You followed the 
rule of a destructive spiritual power. This is the spirit of disobedience to God’s will that is 
now at work in persons whose lives are characterized by disobedience. 3 At one time 
you were like those persons. All of you used to do whatever felt good and whatever you 
thought you wanted so that you were children headed for punishment just like everyone 
else. 

4-5 However, God is rich in mercy. He brought us to life with Christ while we were dead 
as a result of those things that we did wrong. He did this because of the great love that 
he has for us. You are saved by God’s grace! 6 And God raised us up and seated us in 
the heavens with Christ Jesus. 7 God did this to show future generations the greatness 
of his grace by the goodness that God has shown us in Christ Jesus. 

8 You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith[through His 
faithfulness.Eph.2:8].[a] This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not something you 
possessed. 9 It’s not something you did that you can be proud of. 10 Instead, we are 
God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things. God planned for 
these good things to be the way that we live our lives. 

 
Through this eulogy, Paul demonstrated that believers have all spiritual blessings; then he prayed 
that they would know God intimately (1:17) in order that they might understand their past call 
to salvation, their future inheritance with Christ, and their present power available to them 
through the Spirit. 

This eulogy serves to introduce Paul’s letter by focusing the readers on their privileged 
position with God and the blessings he has heaped on them. From this beginning, Paul would 
teach them about unity in the church and about living as lights in their dark world.3 

 

 
3 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (pp. 1–2). Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A11-2%3A10&version=CEB#fen-CEB-29217a
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph&off=44315&ctx=+glory%E2%80%9D+(1%3a14+niv).+~Through+this+eulogy%2c
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.I. INCLUDED. 

A. Seal 
B. Inheritance 
C. Redemption  

 
Prayer: 1:12-14 (2:10) NIV 
11 In him we were also chosen,[a] having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 

 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the 
praise of his glory. 
[Paul used this phrase IN CHRIST JESUS (or a variation of it) twelve times in the first fourteen 
verses4] 

 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him 

with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our 

inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the 

praise of his glory. 

• John 14:15-17 

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands.(V) 16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give 
you another advocate(W) to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of 
truth.(X) The world cannot accept Him,(Y) because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But 
you know Him, for He lives with you and will be[c] in you.  
 

A. Seal  
 

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 
 

• NoT just heard…but believed and then…MARKED (included in Christ).  
 
What exactly did Paul mean by the “seal,” which he then identified as the promised Holy Spirit? 
 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A11-2%3A10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29218a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JN%2014&version=NIV#cen-NIV-26684V
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JN%2014&version=NIV#cen-NIV-26685W
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JN%2014&version=NIV#cen-NIV-26686X
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JN%2014&version=NIV#cen-NIV-26686Y
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JN%2014&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26686c
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• In the ancient world, a seal was a form of identification used to authenticate and protect 

legal documents. A uniquely designed stone worn on a ring or necklace was used to mark 

clay or wax (Genesis 38:18; Esther 3:10; Isaiah 29:11) on a document.  
Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (pp. 1–2). Tyndale House Publishers. 

 

• In religious usage, “seal” meant that the power of the deity protected the bearer and 

was available to him or her. The Jews tied the word in with the covenant of circumcision; 

that is, the person was “sealed” as a member of God’s people through this act (Genesis 

17:9–14; Romans 4:11). Heathen religions would “seal” their devotees with tattoos of the 

emblems of their cult. 
Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (pp. 1–2). Tyndale House Publishers. 

 

 
SO…WHAT IS THIS SEAL? 
 

• Holy Spirit sourced. 

• Needed to be viewable/noticable in some fashion. [MARKED] 
 Romans 5:1-5 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[a]have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. And we[b] boast in the hope of the glory of 
God.3 Not only so, but we[c] also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
Romans 8:15-16 
15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship.[a] And by him we cry, “Abba,[b]Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with 
our spirit that we are God’s children. 

 

• Water Baptism? 
 
 

• List in OT. & N.T. 
O.T. Isaiah 32:15; 44:3; Joel 2:28 
N.T. Jesus to Disciples:  John 14:16–17, 25–26; 15:26; 16:7–15; Acts 1:4–5; 2:38–
39 

 

• Christian Maturity? 
Galatians 5:22-23 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph&off=44315&ctx=+glory%E2%80%9D+(1%3a14+niv).+~Through+this+eulogy%2c
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph&off=44315&ctx=+glory%E2%80%9D+(1%3a14+niv).+~Through+this+eulogy%2c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%205%3B5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28049a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%205%3B5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28050b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%205%3B5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28051c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%208%3A15-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28132a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%208%3A15-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28132b


WNC:  Winter Series 
                                                                      LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK #2– PREDESTINATION 

PhilemonColossiansEphesiansPhilippians 
 

 6 

• It could also mean that the Holy Spirit is the One through whom God fulfills his 
promises to believers (as is the thought in 1:14).  14 The Holy Spirit is the down 
payment on our inheritance, which is applied toward our redemption as God’s own people, 
resulting in the honor of God’s glory. 
Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (pp. 1–2). Tyndale House Publishers. 

 
 
 
After Christ returned to heaven, he would be spiritually present everywhere through the Holy 
Spirit. 

Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (pp. 1–2). Tyndale House Publishers. 

 
 
 
Examples in Scripture: 

 

THE SEAL OF THE SPIRIT 

The Spirit marks the beginning of the Christian experience. 
• We cannot belong to Christ without his Spirit Romans 8:9 

 

• We cannot be united to Christ without his Spirit 
 

1 Corinthians 6:17 
 

• We cannot be adopted as his children without his Spirit 
 

Romans 8:14–17; Galatians 4:6–7 
 

• We cannot be in the body of Christ except by baptism  
    in the Spirit 
 

1 Corinthians 12:13 
 

The Spirit is the power of our new lives. 
• The Spirit lives within us 
  

1 Corinthians 6:19 
 

• The Spirit changes us from within, helping us  
    produce “fruit.” 
   

Galatians 5:22–23 
 

• The Spirit helps us become more like Christ 
 

2 Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 3:16–19 
 

The Spirit unites the Christian community. 
• The Spirit is building us into a holy dwelling  
 

Ephesians 2:22 

• The Spirit can be experienced by all and works  
    through all 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4–115 
 

Acts 8:14–17/18 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the 
new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit,16 because the Holy Spirit had 

 
5 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (p. 25). Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph&off=44315&ctx=+glory%E2%80%9D+(1%3a14+niv).+~Through+this+eulogy%2c
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph&off=44315&ctx=+glory%E2%80%9D+(1%3a14+niv).+~Through+this+eulogy%2c
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph1.12&off=942&ctx=to+glorify+himself.%0a~THE+SEAL+OF+THE+SPIR
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not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus.17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered 
them money 

 
Acts 10:44–48 
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 
message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles.46 For they heard them 
speaking in tongues[a] and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the 
way of their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked 
Peter to stay with them for a few days. 
 
DO WE PAUSE HERE AND PRAY FOR THE BAPTISM OF THE H.S.? 

 
B. Inheritance 

Prayer: 1:12-14 (2:10) NIV 
11 In him we were also chosen,[a] having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 

 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the 
praise of his glory. 
[Paul used this phrase IN CHRIST JESUS (or a variation of it) twelve times in the first fourteen 
verses6] 

 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him 

with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our 

inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the 

praise of his glory. 

Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (pp. 27–28). Tyndale House Publishers. 

“Who” refers to the Holy Spirit.  
The word “deposit” is also translated “guarantee,” “pledge,” or “earnest” (see Jeremiah 38:17–20).  

• The word was used in ancient times to describe an engagement ring or a down payment.  
The deposit was like earnest money put down on a purchase—it was a partial payment 
promising that the buyer would complete the transaction and pay the full amount.  
The deposit was binding. In the same way, God’s “deposit” of the Holy Spirit in believers’ lives 
is the first payment of all the treasures that will be theirs. And the deposit binds both parties.  

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%208%3A14%E2%80%9318%3B%2010%3A44%E2%80%9348&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27306a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A11-2%3A10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29218a
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph1.14&off=140&ctx=+of+his+glory.+NIV+%E2%80%9C~Who%E2%80%9D+refers+to+the+H


WNC:  Winter Series 
                                                                      LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK #2– PREDESTINATION 

PhilemonColossiansEphesiansPhilippians 
 

 8 

• We have the Spirit now but will experience him even more fully when we live with Christ 
forever 

Romans 8:23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our 
bodies. 
2 Corinthians 1:21–22 
21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his 
seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to 
come. 
2 Corinthians 5:5 
Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit 
as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

• God will keep all his promises (guaranteeing our inheritance);  

• believers are to carry out God’s mission on earth.  

• The presence of the Holy Spirit in us demonstrates the genuineness of our faith, proves 
that we are God’s children, and secures eternal life for us. His power works in us to 
transform us now, and what we experience now is a taste of the total change we will 
experience in eternity.7 

 
 
 

 
GOD’S RICHES GIVEN TO US 

God is rich in kindness, tolerance, and patience 
 

Romans 2:4 
 

God makes known the riches of his glory 
 

Romans 9:23 
 

God is rich in wisdom and knowledge 
 

Romans 11:33 
 

Though Christ was rich, he became poor for the sake of sinners,  
so that through his poverty, we might be made rich 
 

2 Corinthians 8:9 
 

Believers’ redemption and forgiveness are part of the riches of  
God’s grace 
 

Ephesians 1:7 
 

Paul prayed that the believers would know the riches of their inheritance 
 

Ephesians 1:18 
 

God is rich in mercy 
 

Ephesians 2:4 
 

The riches of God’s grace are incomparable 
 

Ephesians 2:7 
 

 
7 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (pp. 27–28). Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph1.14&off=140&ctx=+of+his+glory.+NIV+%E2%80%9C~Who%E2%80%9D+refers+to+the+H
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Paul was called to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ 
 

Ephesians 3:8 
 

Paul prayed that God would strengthen the believers out of his  
glorious riches 
 

Ephesians 3:16 
 

Paul said that God would grant the believers’ needs according to  
his glorious riches 
 

Philippians 4:19 
 

God is making known the riches of this mystery—Christ in the believers 
 

Colossians 1:27 
 

Paul wanted the believers to have the full riches of complete understanding in 
order to know the mystery of Christ’s work in people8 

 

 
 

C. Redemption 
Prayer: 1:12-14 (2:10) NIV 
11 In him we were also chosen,[a] having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 

 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the 
praise of his glory. [Paul used this phrase IN CHRIST JESUS (or a variation of it) twelve times in the first 

fourteen verses9] 
 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him 
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the 
praise of his glory. 
 

1828:  REDEMP'TION, noun [Latin redemptio. See Redeem.] 
1. Repurchase of captured goods or prisoners; the act of procuring the deliverance 

of persons or things from the possession and power of captors by the payment of 
an equivalent; ransom; release;  
 

2. Deliverance from bondage, distress, or from liability to any evil or forfeiture, either 
by money, labor or other means. 

3. Repurchase, as of lands alienated. Leviticus 25:24. Jeremiah 32:7. 
4. The liberation of an estate from a mortgage; or the purchase of the right to re-enter upon it by paying the principal sum for which it was mortgaged with interest and cost; also, the right of redeeming and re-
entering. 
5. Repurchase of notes, bills or other evidence of debt by paying their value in specie to their holders. 

6. In theology, the purchase of God's favor by the death and sufferings of Christ; the 
ransom or deliverance of sinners from the bondage of sin and the penalties of God's 
violated law by the atonement of Christ.In whom we have redemption through his blood. Ephesians 1:7. 

Colossians 1:14. 

 

 
8 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (p. 18). Tyndale House Publishers. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A11-2%3A10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29218a
https://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/Redemption
https://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/Redemption
https://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/Redemption
https://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/Redemption
https://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/Redemption
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph1.7-8&off=2900
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MW: : Redemption 

the act, process, or an instance of redeeming 
1.as in Forgiveness: 
Salvation.  Restoration.  Regeneration.  Rebirth.  Grace. Vindication. Purification. 
Expiation.  Sanctificaiton.   
2. as in salvation 
the act of releasing (someone) from servitude to another 
Emancipation.  Deliverance.  Freedom.  Liberation.   

 
Romans 8:23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our 
bodies. 
 

However, believers will not receive their full inheritance until the redemption of those who are 
God’s possession. “Redemption,” as explained in 1:7, refers to Christ setting sinners free from 
slavery to sin. Redemption has been partly completed because Christ has already died for sin. 
The word “redemption” focuses on the time when God will completely free believers from the 
presence of sin (the word is used the same way in Romans 8:23). This redemption will occur for 
“God’s possession,” those who are “sealed” by the Holy Spirit through their belief in and 
acceptance of Christ as Savior. 

As a final ringing note echoing 1:6 (praising God) and 1:12 (praising Jesus Christ), Paul declared that the Holy Spirit’s work 
will be to the praise of God’s glory.10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EPHESIANS 1:15-19 
Thanksgiving and Prayer 
15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for 

all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 

Father, may give you the Spirit[b] of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know 

him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you 

may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who 

believe. 

 

 
10 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (pp. 27–28). Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/redeeming
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%201%3A11-2%3A10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29224b
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph1.14&off=140&ctx=+of+his+glory.+NIV+%E2%80%9C~Who%E2%80%9D+refers+to+the+H
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.II. GIVE.   

A. Wisdom (from the Spirit) 

Insight.  Intellect. Expertise: 
[McFerson Bows.  Abra Autobody.  Mr. Laturno.  Earth moving machine.  Gave away 
90% of his $].   

Discernment. Perception.  Sapience.  Acumen.  Comprehension.  Appreciation.  Acuity.  
Prudence.  Sanity.  Foresight.  Logic.  Cleverness. Caution.  Discreetness.  Usefulness.   

• HAVE I EVER ASKED THE SPIRT FOR THESE? 
 

B. Revelation (from the Spirit) 

The act of disclosing or discovering to others what was before unknown to them; 
appropriately, the disclosure or communication of truth to men by God himself, or by his 
authorized agents, the prophets and apostles. 

the act or an instance of making known something previously unknown or 

concealed 

• Disclosure.   

• Un-mystering the mysterious.   
Ephesians 3:2-3 
2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to 
me for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already 
written briefly. 

• HAVE I EVER DESIRED THIS…REVELATION? 
 
WHY have I, why would I ask? 
Why would I desire? 
 
IS IT TO KNOW JESUS >  
OR is it for me? 

To KNOW (enlightened) Jesus >  

KNOW/ENLIGHTENED: Ephesians 1:18 

 
EPHESIANS 1:18-19 
18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know 
the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy 
people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 
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• I am praying that my deepest desires may be opened to all Christ is. 
 

• What it is like to HOPE and not be disappointed because Jesus has not 
answered my desires nor my prayers nor….I WANT HIS HOPE, not mine. 

i.Hope – it’s a calling  

HOPE: 

ii.  Riches – Inherited 
 

• WHAT would I be inheriting? 

• Do know what inheritance from Him would be? Do I want that…OR…? 

iii.Incomprehensible POWER  
 

• Power or…..(dare I think of Lazarus’ raising from the dead?) 

John 14:12-14 
12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and 
they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will 
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may 
ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

 

What does this incomprehensible POWER….Contain?  Bring with it?  Do?  

 

 

 

 

.III. EMPOWERED. 

A. Defined in the Resurrection 

Ephesians1:18-23 (2:10) 
18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 

which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 

incomparably great power for us who believe.  
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That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised 
Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every 
name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to 
come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 
head over everything for the church,23 which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills everything in every way. 

Lazarus:  John 11 NIV 
The Death of Lazarus 
11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who 
poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to 
Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s 
glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two 
more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are 
going back?” 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the 
daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at 
night that they stumble, for they have no light.” 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.”13 Jesus had been speaking of 
his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him.” 

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles[b] from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26540a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26542b
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21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 
me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 
come into the world.” 

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The 
Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up 
quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the 
house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, 
supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and 
said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he 
asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 
across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 
he has been there four days.” 



WNC:  Winter Series 
                                                                      LETTERS from PRISON:  WEEK #2– PREDESTINATION 

PhilemonColossiansEphesiansPhilippians 
 

 15 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 
God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit 
of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 
face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.47 Then the chief 
priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. 48 If we let him 
go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our 
temple and our nation.” 
49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing 
at all! 50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole 
nation perish.” 
51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for 
the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring 
them together and make them one. 53 So from that day on they plotted to take his life. 
54 Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the people of Judea. Instead he withdrew 
to a region near the wilderness, to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples. 
55 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to Jerusalem for 
their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover. 56 They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in 
the temple courts they asked one another, “What do you think? Isn’t he coming to the festival at 
all?” 57 But the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that anyone who found out where 
Jesus was should report it so that they might arrest him.Footnotes 

a. John 11:16 Thomas (Aramaic) and Didymus (Greek) both mean twin. 
b. John 11:18 Or about 3 kilometers 

B. Brings Salvation  
i. Deals with Sin 

Is my sin a USED to? 
 

ii. Brings Life (infuses) – Frankenstein…“He’s alive!” 
 

iii. Seats us in Heaven 
 

 
1Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (pp. ). Tyndale House Publishers. 

Heavenly places notes: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=NIV#en-NIV-26540
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011&version=NIV#en-NIV-26542
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappeph?ref=Bible.Eph1.14&off=140&ctx=+of+his+glory.+NIV+%E2%80%9C~Who%E2%80%9D+refers+to+the+H
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The phrase heavenly places occurs five times in this letter: 

1. Believers are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the “heavenly places” (1:3). 
2. Christ is seated at God’s right hand in the “heavenly places” (1:20). 
3. We have been raised up to sit with Christ in the “heavenly places” (2:6). 
4. God is being made known to the rulers and authorities in the “heavenly places” (3:10). 
5. We struggle against the spiritual forces of evil in the “heavenly places” (6:12). 

 
 

Ephesians1:18-2:1-10 
18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe.  
That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, 
power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one 
to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything 
for the church,23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

 
Made Alive in Christ 
2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,2 in which you 
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the 
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings 
of our flesh[c]and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by 
nature deserving of wrath.  
 
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved. 6  

 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 

Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 

from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can 

boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=EPH%201%3A11-2%3A10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29233c

