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Projected Timeline:  
5/13 - Phil – Journey to Philippi 
5/20 - Phil  – Finding Philippi 
5/27 - Phil 1 – What’s it all about? 
6/3 -   Phil 2 – IF Christ, THEN 
6/10 – Phil 2 .The CHOICE of Enslavment 
6/17 
 

6/24 - END of long Series Party???? 
7/1 - OFF 4th Holiday  
 

7/8 - Begin DISCIPLINES (8WKS) 
7/15 
7/22 
7/29 
8/5 

8/12 
8/19 
8/26 – ALL CHURCH FAMILY MOVIE 
9/2 - No service 
9/9 –  TRAINING – No service 
9/16 - Kick off SUFFERING 

 

LETTERS from PRISON 

•WEEK #5 – PHILIPPIANS•  
“PHILIPPIANS 2B – THE CHOICE OF ENSLAVEMENT”\ 

 

RECAP:   

A paraphrase of 1:27–2:2…: ‘I have a single desire that your daily life should match the worth 

of the gospel. Without such a life you will never hold your ground against the world, strong in 

what God has done for you, unanimous, jointly working for your common faith. But such 

steadfastness has great results: it convicts the world and convinces you; it condemns the world; it 

confirms the church. Therefore, make my joy full by being of the same mind …’1 

J.A. MOTYER 

 

Philippians 1:27-2:2 NIV 
Life Worthy of the Gospel 

27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. 

Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know 

that you stand firm in the one Spirit,[a] striving together as one for the faith of the 

gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign 

to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For 

it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to 

suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now 

hear that I still have. 
Imitating Christ’s Humility 

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 

comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 

compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being one in spirit and of one mind. 

 

IF JESUS COMMENTED ON HOW I LIVE MY LIFE, WHAT WOULD HE SAY? 

 

 

 

WEEK 4:  Paul addressed it this way 
 

 
1 Motyer, J. A. (1984). The message of Philippians (p. 101). InterVarsity Press. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%201%3A27-2%3A2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29389a
https://ref.ly/logosres/bstus71php?ref=Bible.Php2.1-4&off=536&ctx=heme+of+worthiness.%0a~A+paraphrase+of+1%3a27
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IF Christ, THEN…. Taking Biblical Truth and WRAPPING it around Human Experience.  
 

Philippians 2:1-2 NIV 

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 

comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 

compassion, 2 then make my joy complete[ER] by being like-minded, having the same 

love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 
 

• RESPONDING TO MINISTRY [RM] – IS Paul MINISTERING 

• EMBRACING RELATIONSHIP [ER] – IS THIS ABOUT FAMILY 

Philippians 2 (AMP) 

2 Therefore if there is any encouragement and comfort in Christ [as there certainly is in 

abundance], if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship [that we share] in the 

Spirit, if [there is] any [great depth of] affection and compassion,  
2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, having the same [a]love [toward one 

another], knit together in spirit, intent on one purpose [and living a life that reflects your faith 

and spreads the gospel—the good news regarding salvation through faith in Christ]. [what does 
this life look like?] 

If-Then Statement:  
• Paul is using standard rule of logic.   

• “Math” thinking. (my wording) 

• Conditional statement. (known name) 

• Hypothesis (CAUSE) 

Consequence/Conclusion (EFFECT) 

1 + 1 = ____ 
 

The IFS are the cause, and IF they are true, the effects MUST happen.  It is math. 

 
 
 

Am I getting an A on THIS IF list? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Philippians 2:3- (AMP) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29394a
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3 Do [checklist] nothing from selfishness or empty conceit [through factional motives, or 

strife], but with [an attitude of] humility [being neither arrogant nor self-righteous], 

regard others as more important than yourselves. [Where do boundaries fit in here? What does 

a situation look like w/o boundaries? With an attempt at boundaries…THEN, with active boundary.  

Active in the sense that it is ongoing and you do reinforce that decision by how we react in the ways he 

stated the results would be if that boundary was crossed.] 

4 Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 

others. 5 Have this same attitude in yourselves which was in Christ Jesus [look to Him 

as your example in selfless humility],  

6 who, although He existed in the form and unchanging essence of God [as One with 

Him, possessing the fullness of all the divine attributes—the entire nature of deity], did 

not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped or asserted [as if He did not already 

possess it, or was afraid of losing it]; 7 but emptied Himself [without renouncing or 

diminishing His deity, but only temporarily giving up the outward expression of divine 

equality and His rightful dignity] by assuming the form of a bond-servant, and being 

made in the likeness of men [He became completely human but was without sin, being 

fully God and fully man]. 8 After He was found in [terms of His] outward appearance as a 

man [for a divinely-appointed time], He humbled Himself [still further] by becoming 

obedient [to the Father] to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason 

also [because He obeyed and so completely humbled Himself], God has highly exalted 

Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,  

10 so that at the name of Jesus [b]every knee shall bow[in submission], of those who are in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth,(A) 11 and that every tongue will confess and 

openly acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord (sovereign God), to the glory of God the 

Father. 

12 So then, my dear ones, just as you have always obeyed [my instructions with 

enthusiasm], not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence, continue to 

work out your salvation [that is, cultivate it, bring it to full effect, actively pursue spiritual 

maturity] with awe-inspired fear and trembling [using serious caution and critical self-

evaluation to avoid anything that might offend God or discredit the name of Christ].  

13 For it is [not your strength, but it is] [c]God who is effectively at work in you, both to will 

and to work [that is, strengthening, energizing, and creating in you the longing and the 

ability to fulfill your purpose] for His good pleasure. 
14 Do everything without murmuring or questioning [the providence of God], [HOW??] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29402b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#cen-AMP-29402A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29405c
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15 so that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and guileless, 

innocent and uncontaminated, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

[morally] crooked and [spiritually] perverted generation, among whom you are seen as 

bright lights [beacons shining out clearly] in the world [of darkness],  

16 holding out and offering to everyone the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will 

have reason to rejoice greatly because I did not run [my race] in vain nor labor without 

result. [Judgement Seat of Christ] 

17 But even if I am being poured out as a [d]drink offering on the sacrifice and service of 

your faith [for preaching the message of salvation], still I rejoice and share my joy with 

you all.(B) 18 You too, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me. 

Timothy and Epaphroditus [WHO is Timothy?  WHO is Epaphroditus?] 
19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I may also be 

encouraged by learning news about you. 20 For I have no one else [like him who is] so 

kindred a spirit who will be genuinely concerned for your [spiritual] welfare. [ER] [This 
concern looks like what???] 
21 For the others [who deserted me after my arrest] all seek [to advance] their own 

interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know of Timothy’s tested worth and his 

proven character, that he has served with me to advance the gospel like a 

son serving with his father. 23 Therefore, I hope [that it is His will] to send him 

immediately, just as soon as I see how [e]my case turns out; 24 and I trust [confidently] in 

the Lord that soon I also will be coming to you. 25 However, I thought it necessary to 

send back to you Epaphroditus, [who has been] my brother and companion and fellow 

soldier, who was also sent as your messenger to take care of my needs. 26 For he has 

been longing [f]for all of you and was distressed because you had heard that he was 

sick. 27 He certainly was sick and close to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only 

on him but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 So I have sent 

him all the more eagerly so that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be 

less concerned about you. 29 Welcome him home [ER] in the Lord with great joy, and 

appreciate and honor men like him; 30 because he came close to death for the work of 

Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking in your service to me [which distance 

prevented you from rendering personally]. 

Footnotes 

a. Philippians 2:2 The key to understanding this and other statements about love is to know that this 

love (the Greek word agape) is not so much a matter of emotion as it is of doing things for the 

benefit of another person, that is, having an unselfish concern for another and a willingness 

to seek the best for another. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29409d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#cen-AMP-29409B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29415e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29418f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#en-AMP-29394
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b. Philippians 2:10 All intelligent beings in the universe, whether saved or unsaved, whether in spirit 

or as mortal mankind, will acknowledge Him. 

c. Philippians 2:13 God supports the believer, but it is the believer’s responsibility to do what he has 

been called by God to do. 

d. Philippians 2:17 The drink offering (wine) was required as part of the sacrificial system of the old 

covenant. 

e. Philippians 2:23 Lit things go with me. This letter to the Philippians was written near the end of 

Paul’s two-year period of imprisonment in Rome. This was the first of his two Roman 

imprisonments. At this time he was under house arrest and was living in his own rented home. 

About five years after his release he was imprisoned again. Emperor Nero was actively persecuting 

the Christians during this period, so Paul was held in the Mamertine dungeon (Tullianum). Shortly 

before his execution Paul wrote his second and final letter to Timothy from his cell in Rome. 

f. Philippians 2:26 One early ms reads to see you all. 

Cross references 

A. Philippians 2:10 : Is 45:23 

B. Philippians 2:17 : Num 28:7; 2 Tim 4:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTERS from PRISON 

•WEEK #5 – PHILIPPIANS•  
“PHILIPPIANS 2B –” 

 

Philippians 2:3-5  AMP 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#en-AMP-29402
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#en-AMP-29405
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#en-AMP-29409
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#en-AMP-29415
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#en-AMP-29418
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#en-AMP-29402
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2045%3A23&version=AMP
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#en-AMP-29409
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2028%3A7%2C2%20Timothy%204%3A6&version=AMP
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3 Do [checklist] nothing from selfishness or empty conceit [through factional motives, 

or strife], but with [an attitude of] humility [being neither arrogant nor self-righteous], 

regard others as more important than yourselves.  
4 Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of 

others. 5 Have this same attitude in yourselves which was in Christ Jesus [look to Him 

as your example in selfless humility],  
 

 

NIV:
 Phil 2:3-4   

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 

vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 

others above yourselves, 4 not looking to 

your own interests but each of you to the 

interests of the others. 

 

Galatians 5:26 NIV 

Let us not become conceited, provoking and 

envying each other 

 

Romans 12:10 NIV 

Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one 

another above yourselves. 

 

1 Peter 5:5 NIV 

In the same way, you who are younger, submit 

yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe 

yourselves with humility(B) toward one another, 

because, “God opposes the proud 

    but shows favor to the humble.”[a](C) 

 

1 Corinthians 10:24 NIV 

No one should seek their own good, but the 

good of others. 

 

 
Phil 2:4AMP  

Do not merely look out for your own 

personal interests, but also for the 

interests of others.  

Phil2:4NIV 

4 not looking to your own interests but 

each of you to the interests of the others. 

 

v.s. 3 
 

Do nothing = THINK…NOTHING 
Selfishness (selfish ambition) = 
Empty Conceit (vain) = 
 
 

2 Corinthians 10:4-6 
4 The weapons we fight with are not the 

weapons of the world. On the contrary, 

they have divine power to demolish 

strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments 

and every pretension that sets itself up 

against the knowledge of God, and we 

take captive every thought to make it 

obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be ready 

to punish every act of disobedience, once 

your obedience is complete. 
 

HOW:  Divine power 

 
v.s. 4  
NOTE:  Boundaries are addressed here! 
Do not….BUT ALSO 
 
With an UNDERSTANDING at boundary 
setting…THEN: 
 

 

WHAT PAUL NOTICED: 

Paul was aware of a lack of unity in the Philippian 

church. For example, believers were 

demonstrating a false sense of spiritual superiority 

over others (2:3), and some were not working 

harmoniously with others (4:2). Barton, B. B., & 

Comfort, P. W. (1995). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (p. 51). 
Tyndale House Publishers. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%205%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%205%3A5&version=NIV#cen-NIV-30471B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%205%3A5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30471a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%205%3A5&version=NIV#cen-NIV-30471C
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2010%3A24&version=NIV
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.2&off=160&ctx=ul+great+joy+(1%3a4).+~Yet+Paul+was+aware+o
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Phil 2:5AMP 

5 Have this same attitude in yourselves 

which was in Christ Jesus [look to Him 

as your example in selfless humility],  
 

The word translated look is skopein, used by 

Paul to mean “regard as your aim. 

Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). Philippians, Colossians, 

Philemon (p. 55). Tyndale House Publishers. 

Phil2:5NIV 

 In your relationships with one another, 

have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

Coming up in Philp. 2:17 But even if I am 

being poured out like a drink offering on 

the sacrifice and service coming from your 

faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 

2 Tim. 4:6 For I am already being poured out 

like a drink offering, and the time for my 

departure is near. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Have this same attitude in yourselves 

which was in Christ Jesus [look to Him 

as your example in selfless humility],  

While selfish ambition and conceit can ruin 

unity, genuine humility can build it. Being humble 

involves having a true perspective about ourselves in relation to God  
 

(see Romans 12:3 For by the grace given 
me(A) I say to every one of you: Do not think 
of yourself more highly than you ought, but 
rather think of yourself with sober judgment, 
in accordance with the faith God has 
distributed to each of you.), … 

 

 Instead, humility is a healthy respect for who 

God is, and then a healthy respect for ourselves 

because of what God did on our behalf. We are sinners, 

saved only by God’s grace, but we are saved and therefore have great worth in God’s kingdom. We are to lay 

aside selfishness and treat others with respect and common courtesy.2 
 

A. The Drink Offering (v. 6) 

Paul’s declaration that he was already being 

poured out like a drink offering, comes from the 

Mosaic Law of sacrifices. Numbers 15:5, 7, 10 

provide the background for Paul’s statement. 
The system of sacrifices in the Old Testament 

symbolized the consecration of man to God.  
Two basic classifications of sacrifices:  

1.those that reestablished fellowship with God 

(sin offerings),  

2.and those that expressed an ongoing 

fellowship with God (thank offerings, freewill 

offering).  

The drink offering freely given to God as an 

act of adoration and worship, belongs to this second classification…. 
 

The drink offering always consisted of wine. There 

was no substitute.  

It represented the fruit of the earth, or a product of 

a person’s labor.  

PAUL knew that his death was a freewill 

offering to God,Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). 

Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (p. 54). Tyndale House Publishers. 
 
Going from this skill (Attitude of JC) is PRESENT (IF) now is the time to 

work towards COMPLETE (THEN) 

 

What is this attitude? 
 

Philippians 2:5-11 (AMP) 
  

5 Have this same attitude in yourselves which was in Christ Jesus [look to Him as 

your example in selfless humility],  
 

 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.4&off=90&ctx=sts+of+others.+NRSV+~The+word+translated+
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.4&off=90&ctx=sts+of+others.+NRSV+~The+word+translated+
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom%2012%3A3&version=NIV#cen-NIV-28249A
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.3&off=2226&ctx=+to+himself.%0a+%0a+%0a+%0a~While+selfish+ambiti
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6 who, although He existed in the form and unchanging essence of God [as One with 

Him, possessing the fullness of all the divine attributes—the entire nature of deity], did 

not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped or asserted [as if He did not already 

possess it, or was afraid of losing it]; 7 but emptied Himself [without renouncing or 

diminishing His deity, but only temporarily giving up the outward expression of divine 

equality and His rightful dignity] by assuming the form of a bond-servant, and being 

made in the likeness of men [He became completely human but was without sin, being 

fully God and fully man]. 8 After He was found in [terms of His] outward appearance as a 

man [for a divinely-appointed time], He humbled Himself [still further] by becoming 

obedient [to the Father] to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason 

also [because He obeyed and so completely humbled Himself], God has highly exalted 

Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,  

10 so that at the name of Jesus [b]every knee shall bow[in submission], of those who are in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth,(A) 11 and that every tongue will confess and 

openly acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord (sovereign God), to the glory of God the 

Father. 

Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV) 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus(IF):  

1.) 6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

used to his own advantage; 

2.)7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, being made in 

human likeness. 

3.)8 And being found in appearance as a man,  he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

death—even death on a cross! 

4.)9 Therefore(THEN) God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 

above every name,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth,11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

 

Phil 2:6 AMP 
6 who, although He existed in the 

form and unchanging essence of God [as 

One with Him, possessing the fullness of 

all the divine attributes—the entire nature 

of deity], did not regard equality with God 

a thing to be grasped or asserted [as if He 

did not already possess it, or was afraid of 

losing it];  

2:6AMP  Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God 

something to be grasped.  Most scholars 

believe that verses 6–11 are from a hymn sung 

by the early Christian church. Paul was using 

this hymn to show Jesus as a model of 

servanthood…. 

 It is not known if Paul wrote it or merely 

quoted it… 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29402b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#cen-AMP-29402A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202%3A5-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202%3A5-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399b
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NIV 6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, did not 

consider equality with God something to be 

used to his own advantage; 

The words who being in Greek are a 

present participle indicating continuing 

existence from the beginning (Genesis 1:1). 

3 

 

(Phil 2:6) Jesus has equality with God. 

Everything God is, Christ is; the equality is in 

essential characteristics and divine attributes. 

But Jesus did not consider this equality 

something to be grasped. There are two 

schools of thought regarding these words about 

Jesus’ equality with God:  

(1) Christ did not have to seize or grasp his 

equality, it was already his, or  

(2) Christ did not consider his equality with 

God as something which he had to hold on to 

and not let slip from his grasp. (Security!) 

Actually both ideas are true. 

 
(1) Christ did not have to wrest equality from 

God. Scholars compare this attitude to Adam and 

Eve’s, who were tempted by Satan to become like 

God (Genesis 3:5). Using the analogy from Romans 

5, the “first Adam” disobeyed God and yielded to a 

temptation to be like God. In disobedience, he 

grasped at something that was not rightfully his, and 

his pride caused him to lose the glory God had given. 

The “last Adam,” Jesus Christ, obeyed God. He 

willingly shed his glory in order to take on the form 

of fragile humanity. He endured hatred and horror; 

and when he had completed his task, he returned to 

his place of honor at God’s right hand. 

Several key characteristics of Jesus Christ are 

praised in this passage: 

•    Christ has always existed with God.2:6 

• Christ is equal to God because he is God 

(John 1:1–14; Colossians 1:15–20). 2:6 

• Though Christ is God, he became a man in 

order to fulfill God’s plan of salvation for 

all people. 2:7 

• Christ did not just have the appearance of 

being a man—he actually became human 

to identify with us. 

• Christ voluntarily laid aside his divine 

rights and privileges out of love for his 

Father. 

• Christ died on the cross for our sins so we 

wouldn’t have to face eternal death. 

 
3 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (p. 54). Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202%3A5-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.3&off=2226&ctx=+to+himself.%0a+%0a+%0a+%0a~While+selfish+ambiti
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• God glorified Christ because of his 

obedience. 

• God raised Christ to his original position at 

the Father’s right hand, where he will reign 

forever as our Lord and Judge. 

Jesus Christ was not merely a human who lived 

for thirty-three years on this earth; instead, 

he existed with God before time began. In 

Jesus’ prayer before his death, he said, 

“And now, Father, glorify me in your 
presence with the glory I had with you 
before the world began” (John 17:5 

NIV). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philippians 2:6AMP 
6 who, although He existed in the 

form and unchanging essence of God [as 

One with Him, possessing the fullness of 

all the divine attributes—the entire nature 

of deity], did not regard equality with God 

a thing to be grasped or asserted [as if He 

did not already possess it, or was afraid of 

losing it];  

 
(2) Christ did not cling to his equality, but set it aside 

for a time in order to become human.  

When Christ was born, God became a man.  

Jesus was not part man and part God; he was 

completely human and completely divine.  

Before Jesus came, people could know God partially. 

Afterward, people could know God fully, because he 

became visible and tangible. Christ is the perfect 

expression of God in human form.  

As a man, Jesus was subject to place, time, and other 

human limitations.  
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NIV: Who, being in very nature[a] God, 

did not consider equality with God something 

to be used to his own advantage; 

 

MORPHE 
Jesus Christ is in very nature God. The Greek word 

translated “nature” (or “form”; Greek morphe) 

appears in the New Testament only here, in 2:7, 

and in 

Mark 6:12NIV  They went out and preached 
that people should repent.  

AMP 12 So they went out and preached 

that men should repent [that is, think 

differently, recognize sin, turn away from 

it, and live changed lives]. 
 

It was generally used to describe the way objects 

appear to the human senses. Yet scholars attest that 

Paul must have used it with a deeper meaning to 

describe the outward manifestation corresponding 

to and expressing the inward essence. Having the 

form of God means Christ expressed the very 

nature and character of God. In Jesus, we see what 

God is like  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philippians 2:7AMP 
7 but emptied Himself [without 

renouncing or diminishing His deity, but 

only temporarily giving up the outward 

expression of divine equality and His 

rightful dignity] by assuming the form of 

a bond-servant, and being made in the 

likeness of men [He became completely 

human but was without sin, being fully 

God and fully man].  

He did not give up his eternal power when he became 

human, but he did set aside his glory and his 

rights.(????).  WHAT DOES EMPTIED 

MEAN??? 

                              GIVE UP OR NOT USE? 

 

In response to the Father’s will, he limited his power 

and knowledge. What made Jesus’ humanity unique 

was his freedom from sin. In his full humanity, we 

can see everything about God’s character that can 

be conveyed in human terms. 
As Christians, we must take Christ’s example to heart. No one 

must flaunt his or her rights or authority, but instead should seek a life 

of service. The church also must serve, not promoting its own power, 
survival, or security. The church must not hoard its resources of people 

and treasure but should make them available to God’s worldwide 

mission. 5 

JESUS CHOSE TO ENSLAVE HIMSELF 

INTO A HUMAN, IN RESPONSE TO THE 

WILL OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In 2:7 there is a parallel to the meaning of morphe; 

it is expressed in the words “taking the form of a 

slave.” Jesus took on more than just the 

appearance of a slave, he took on servanthood. 

He became the ultimate expression of humility and 

service to others. God, in Jesus, dwelt among his 

people. It was this true claim made by Jesus that 

infuriated the religious leaders and ultimately 

caused Jesus to be sentenced to death (John 5:18; 

10:33; Mark 14:63–64). But Jesus’ death was all 

part of God’s plan. 
6 

 
5 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (pp. 56–58). Tyndale House Publishers. 
6 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (pp. 59–63). Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202%3A6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
https://ref.ly/Php2.6;lifeappphpcolphm
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.7&off=0&ctx=it+for+them.%0a+%0a+%0a+%0a~2%3a7++But+made+himsel
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NIV: rather, he made himself nothing 

by taking the very nature[a] of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 

 

 

 

 

HE VOLUNTARILY MORPHED 

HIMSELF INTO A SLAVE OF GOD THE 

FATHER.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COULD HE BE CONSIDERED 100% 

HUMAN IF HE DID THIS ADDITION 

THING?→ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So…..what FORM did Jesus come to earth 

as? 

Human. 
 

What human form? 

A Man. 

 

Mark 10:45 NIV 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many” 

AMP 

2:7  But made himself nothing, taking 

the very nature of a servant, being made in 

human likeness.  The NRSV translates eauton 

ekenosen as “emptied himself.” The word ekenosen 

was used by scholars to elaborate the “kenosis” 

theory of Christ’s incarnation. The theory 

attempted to explain what Christ emptied himself 

of. What did Christ relinquish, divest, or renounce 

on becoming human? Much debate led to various 

proposals:  

(1) he emptied himself of his divine preincarnate 

glory;  

(2) he gave up the rights and authority of his 

deity;  

(3) he relinquished the independent use of his 

power and authority;  

(4) he limited the use of some of his attributes of 

deity—omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence. 

Other views differentiate and combine elements 

of this argument. 
Recently, scholars say that this passage 

teaches nothing about what Christ gave up. 

Instead, a better interpretation would be that 

Christ voluntarily gave of himself, poured 

himself out, put himself on the line. So he 

made himself lowly. Taking the very nature 

(or form) of a servant was not an exchange, 

but an addition to his essential nature. The 

Incarnation was the act of the preexistent 

Son of God voluntarily assuming a human 

body and human nature. He did not give up 

his deity to become human.(100%GOD) 

Jesus was in very nature (morphe) God 

(2:6) and, upon his birth as a human being, he 

took the form (morphe) of a slave.  

What appeared on earth was not a prince in 

a palace, or a royal king, or a wealthy and 

scholarly teacher; instead, Jesus’ form or 

nature on this earth was best wrapped up in 

the social position of one whose entire life is 

devoted to serving others—a slave:  
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” 

(Mark 10:45 NIV).  

 

He was born in human likeness. He 

didn’t look any different from anyone else, 

certainly not like a god. Isaiah had predicted, 

“He had no form or majesty that we should 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202%3A7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399a
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45 For even the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give His life 

as a [a]ransom for many.” 

Footnotes 

a. Mark 10:45 I.e. to die so that believers 

may be freed from the power of sin and 

death. 

 

What human form is this? 

 

 

Hebrews 4:15AMP 
15 For we do not have a High Priest who is 

unable to sympathize and understand our 

weaknesses and temptations, but One 

who has been tempted [knowing exactly 

how it feels to be human] in every respect 

as we are, yet without [committing any] 

sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philippians 2:8AMP 
8 After He was found in [terms of His] 

outward appearance as a man [for a 

divinely-appointed time], He humbled 

Himself [still further] by becoming 

obedient [to the Father] to the point of 

death, even death on a cross.  

NIV: And being found in appearance as a 

man, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to death—even death on a cross! 

 

Hebrews 5:7-8NIV 

look at him, nothing in his appearance that 

we should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2 NRSV).  

 

He was born subject to the Jewish law 

(Luke 2:21; Galatians 4:4)  

 

and to his parents (Luke 2:51).  

 

He did not have great wealth, breeding, 

privilege, or position.  

He was, instead, a poor carpenter living in 

a dusty town in the Roman-occupied territory 

of Galilee. He got tired, hungry, and thirsty.  

 
While Jesus was fully human, his humanity 

was a “likeness.” The similarity stopped at the 

human nature’s inborn tendency to sin. Jesus, 

though fully human, was without sin (Hebrews 

4:15). 
Jesus didn’t take on the form of just a human, but of a 

slave. He went far beyond any of us in any act of service. He 

made servanthood his essential mission: “For even the Son 

of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45 NIV). This is the 

strongest theology of the Incarnation found anywhere in the 

New Testament (even beyond John 1:1–18). 

Jesus’ glory and divinity were veiled by his humanity 

and mortality. While he walked as a human on this earth, 

Jesus Christ never ceased to be God. 

 

 

2:8  And being found in appearance as 

a man, he humbled himself and became 

obedient to death—even death on a cross!  

The Greek word for appearance here is not 

morphe as in 2:6–7; it is schema, meaning an 

outer appearance, rather than “nature” or 

“essence.” When Jesus took on a human body 

(that is, after he grew to manhood), he then 

humbled himself to accomplish that task for 

which he had come—to die for sinful humanity 

in order that they might have eternal life. All 

humans must die, but Jesus, as the divine Son, accepted 

death in obedience to the Father’s will.  
This does not mean that he was obedient “to 

death” as if death had any power over him; 

instead, Jesus obeyed the will of God to the 

point of death. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A45%20&version=AMP#fen-AMP-24634a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A45%20&version=AMP#en-AMP-24634
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7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he 

offered up prayers and petitions with 

fervent cries and tears to the one who 

could save him from death, and he was 

heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8 Son though he was, he 

learned obedience from what he suffered 
 

Jesus’ human life was not a script that he 

passively followed. It was a life that he chose 

freely (John 10:17–18); it was a continuous 

process of making the will of God the Father 

his own. Jesus chose to obey, even though his 

obedience led to suffering and death. 
Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). Philippians, Colossians, 

Philemon (pp. 59–63). Tyndale House Publishers. 

 

 

 

 

Paul drove this lesson home for 

the proud Philippians. If the divine 

Son of God humbled himself in 

obedience, how could they maintain 

their arrogance?4 

 
 

Philippians 2:9AMP 
9 For this reason also [because He obeyed 

and so completely humbled Himself], God 

has highly exalted Him and bestowed on 

Him the name which is above every 

name,  

NIV: Therefore God exalted him to the highest 

place and gave him the name that is above 

every name, 

 

Acts 2:32-33NIV
 
 

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we 

are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the 

Jesus died the worst possible torture—death by 

crucifixion. Death on a cross was the form of capital 

punishment that Romans used for notorious criminals. It was 

excruciatingly painful and humiliating. Prisoners were nailed 

or tied to a cross and left to die. Death might not come for 

several days, and it usually came by suffocation when the 

weight of the weakened body made breathing more and more 

difficult.  
Jesus died as one who was cursed 

(Galatians 3:13).  

 

Jesus Christ truly humbled himself when he 

became obedient (or subservient) to the Father 

and obeyed him all the way to death. He did 

not have to die, as is the common lot of all 

humanity. He chose death as an act of 

obedience to God. “Not my will, but yours be 

done” (Luke 22:42 NIV) was Jesus’ prayer in 

the Garden of Gethsemane before his death.  

 

God did not leave Christ in the grave but raised 

him from the dead, brought him back up to 

heaven, and glorified him (see Acts 2:33; 

Hebrews 1:3).  

 

God gave Jesus “all authority in heaven and on 

earth” (Matthew 28:18 NIV),  

 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples 

of all nations,baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 

to the very end of the age.” 

 

gave him authority to judge (John 5:27), 
27 And he has given him authority to 

judge because he is the Son of Man.  

made him the Lord of both the dead and the 

living (Romans 14:7-9),  

 
4 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (pp. 59–63). Tyndale House Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.7&off=0&ctx=it+for+them.%0a+%0a+%0a+%0a~2%3a7++But+made+himsel
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.7&off=0&ctx=it+for+them.%0a+%0a+%0a+%0a~2%3a7++But+made+himsel
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.7&off=0&ctx=it+for+them.%0a+%0a+%0a+%0a~2%3a7++But+made+himsel
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right hand of God, he has received from 

the Father the promised Holy Spirit and 

has poured out what you now see and 

hear. 

AMP 3 The Son is the radiance and only expression of 

the glory of [our awesome] God [reflecting 

God’s [a]Shekinah glory, the Light-being, the brilliant 

light of the divine], and the exact 

representation and perfect imprint of His [Father’s] 

essence, and upholding and maintaining and propelling 

all things [the entire physical and spiritual universe] by 

His powerful word [carrying the universe along to its 

predetermined goal]. When He [Himself and no other] 

had [by offering Himself on the cross as a sacrifice for 

sin] accomplished purification from sins and established 

our freedom from guilt, He sat down [revealing His 

completed work] at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high [revealing His Divine authority], 

 

Hebrews 1:3NIV 
 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and 

the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his powerful 

word. After he had provided purification 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 

the Majesty in heaven. 

Mk16:19; Ps 110:1; Mt 16:64; Ac 2:33, 5:31; 

Ro 8:34; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3, 12:2. 

 

Philippians 2:10AMP 
10 so that at the name of Jesus [b]every 

knee shall bow[in submission], of those 

who are in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth,(A)  

NIV: that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, 

 

Paul is quoting: 

Isaiah 45:23 

By myself I have sworn, 

    my mouth has uttered in all integrity 

    a word that will not be revoked: 

7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and 

none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, 

we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for 

the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong 

to the Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ died 

and returned to life so that he might be the 

Lord of both the dead and the living. 

and “seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly realms, far above all rule and 

authority, power and dominion, and every title 

that can be given, not only in the present age 

but also in the one to come. And God placed 

all things under his feet and appointed him to 

be head over everything for the church” 

(Ephesians 1:20–22 NIV). 
1 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). Philippians, Colossians, 

Philemon (pp. 63–68). Tyndale House Publishers. 

 

 

 

 
2:10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those 

in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth.  In 

keeping with Jesus’ exaltation and power, one day every knee 

will bow before him. 

 Those in heaven refers to the angels;  

those on earth means all humanity;  

those under the earth refers to the 

underworld—possibly to unsaved people who 

have died or to demons.  

 

Those who love Jesus will bow in adoration 

and worship;  OR 

Those who refused to acknowledge him will 

bow in submission and fear (see also 

Ephesians 4:9–10; Revelation 5:13).  

This will take place at Jesus’ second coming 

when the forces of evil will be completely 

defeated and God will form a new heaven and 

a new earth (Revelation 19:20–21; 21:1). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A32-33%3B%20%20Hebrews%201%3A3&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29967a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29402b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#cen-AMP-29402A
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.9&off=0&ctx=in+their+arrogance%3f%0a~2%3a9++Therefore+God+a
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.9&off=0&ctx=in+their+arrogance%3f%0a~2%3a9++Therefore+God+a
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Before me every knee will bow; 

    by me every tongue will swear. 

 

John 5:22–23NIV 
22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but 

has entrusted all judgment to the 

Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as 

they honor the Father. Whoever does not 

honor the Son does not honor the Father, 

who sent him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philippians 2:11AMP 
11 and that every tongue will confess and 

openly acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 

Lord (sovereign God), to the glory of God 

the Father. 

NIV: and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

HOW can I ????  

THIS Philippians 2:6-11 attitude? 
 

What is this attitude? 
 

How can I own it? 
 

Paul purposely quoted Isaiah 45:23 here 

and in Romans 14:11. In so doing, he applied those 

powerful words to Jesus Christ. Isaiah, proclaiming the unique 
greatness of God, had said that the same God who would not share his 

glory with another would receive the homage of every living being. 
Paul equated that position of God with Jesus’ preeminent 

lordship. John 5:22–23 says that all should honor the Son just 

as they honor the Father. Again Jesus’ true deity and oneness 

with the Father are revealed. 

 

 

1 Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). Philippians, Colossians, 

Philemon (pp. 59–63). Tyndale House Publishers. 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

2:11  And that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.  As every knee will 

bow (2:10), so every tongue will confess the 

basic truth of Christianity: Jesus Christ is 

Lord. This does not mean that eventually everyone will 

be saved. Every tongue in heaven, on earth, and under 

the earth will recognize Jesus as Lord, either because of 

belief or because of mere acknowledgement of the 

undisputable fact. Barton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1995). 

Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (pp. 63–68). Tyndale House 
Publishers. 

No tongue will be silent; no knee will remain 

unbowed.  

All of creation will recognize Jesus Christ as 

Lord.  

In this life, personal commitment and 

affirmation of Jesus’ lordship are required for 

salvation (Romans 10:9). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.7&off=0&ctx=it+for+them.%0a+%0a+%0a+%0a~2%3a7++But+made+himsel
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.7&off=0&ctx=it+for+them.%0a+%0a+%0a+%0a~2%3a7++But+made+himsel
https://ref.ly/logosres/lifeappphpcolphm?ref=Bible.Php2.9&off=0&ctx=in+their+arrogance%3f%0a~2%3a9++Therefore+God+a
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What do I do with it? 
 

We know we can have it as Paul says so. 
We know it involves submission to God. 
We know Jesus is the boss. 
 
Do I memorize the *Romans road and “get 
people saved”? 
 
What did Jesus do with people? 

They knew He loved God. 
They knew He loved them. 

 
Remember, He loved Judas knowing Judas’ 
heart was so compromised. HE NEVER 
CONDONE JUDAS’ SIN.  But part of Judas’ 
heartbreak was knowing the love of Jesus and 
not wanting that love and that fellowship more 
than $ and power.   
 

HOW can I ????  

THIS Philippians 2:6-11 attitude? 

                                            
 

 

 
SKIP THIS PAGE….FOR PODCAST 

RESOURCE 

  

Phil 2:5-11 NIV 
5 In your relationships with one another, have 

the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, 

    did not consider equality with 

God something to be used to his own 

advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is 

Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
 

This will all happen to the glory of God the 

Father. Paul described this to the Corinthians: 

(1 Corinthians 15:24–28 TLB) 

After that the end will come when he will turn 

the Kingdom over to God the Father, having  

put down all enemies of every kind. For Christ  

will be King until he has defeated all his  

enemies, including the last enemy—death.  

This too must be defeated and ended. For the  

rule and authority over all things has been  

given to Christ by his Father; except, of 

course,  

Christ does not rule over the Father himself,  

who gave him this power to rule. When Christ  

has finally won the battle against all his  

enemies, then he, the Son of God, will put  

himself also under his Father’s orders, so that  

God who has given him the victory over  

everything else will be utterly supreme.  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 
*The "Romans Road to salvation" is a step-

by-step evangelistic method that uses key 

verses from the Book of Romans in the 

Bible to explain the Christian message of 

salvation. It outlines humanity's need for 

forgiveness, God's solution through Jesus, 

and how to accept this gift. [1, 2] 

The "path" commonly includes these five 

key points: 

• Sin's Penalty: Romans 3:23 ("all 

have sinned") and 6:23 ("wages of 

sin is death") establish that 

everyone needs salvation, which 

God offers as a free gift of 

life. [1, 2] 

• The Sacrifice: Romans 5:8 explains 

that Jesus died for humanity while 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399b
https://www.gotquestions.org/Romans-road-salvation.html
https://www.logos.com/grow/nook-romans-road-salvation/
https://www.gotquestions.org/Romans-road-salvation.html
https://www.logos.com/grow/nook-romans-road-salvation/
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    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest 

place and gave him the name that is above 

every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

they were still sinners, 

demonstrating God's love. [1, 2] 

• The Response: Romans 10:9-13 

emphasizes that believing in 

Christ's resurrection and calling 

upon the Lord leads to salvation, 

available to all. [1, 2] 
 

 

  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
IF JESUS REALLY DID THIS…BECAUSE OF WHAT JESUS DID…. 
Philippians 2:12-18 AMP 
12 So then, my dear ones, just as you have always obeyed [my instructions with 

enthusiasm], not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence, continue to 

work out your salvation [that is, cultivate it, bring it to full effect, actively pursue spiritual 

maturity] with awe-inspired fear and trembling [using serious caution and critical self-

evaluation to avoid anything that might offend God or discredit the name of Christ].  
13 For it is [not your strength, but it is] [c]God who is effectively at work in you, both to will 

and to work [that is, strengthening, energizing, and creating in you the longing and the 

ability to fulfill your purpose] for His good pleasure. 
14 Do everything without murmuring or questioning [the providence of God], [HOW??] 
15 so that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and guileless, 

innocent and uncontaminated, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

[morally] crooked and [spiritually] perverted generation, among whom you are seen as 

bright lights [beacons shining out clearly] in the world [of darkness],  
16 holding out and offering to everyone the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will 

have reason to rejoice greatly because I did not run [my race] in vain nor labor without 

result. [Judgement Seat of Christ] 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Romans-road-salvation.html
https://www.logos.com/grow/nook-romans-road-salvation/
https://www.gotquestions.org/Romans-road-salvation.html
https://www.logos.com/grow/nook-romans-road-salvation/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29405c
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17 But even if I am being poured out as a [d]drink offering on the sacrifice and service of 

your faith [for preaching the message of salvation], still I rejoice and share my joy with 

you all.(B) 18 You too, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me. 

 

NIV 

Do Everything Without Grumbling 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but 

now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling,(A)13 for it is God who works in you(B) to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 

purpose.(C) 

14 Do everything without grumbling(D) or arguing, 15 so that you may become 

blameless(E) and pure, “children of God(F) without fault in a warped and crooked 

generation.”[a](G) Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly 

to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ(H) that I did not 

run(I) or labor in vain.(J) 17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering(K) on the 

sacrifice(L) and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you.(M) 18 So 

you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 

 

 

IF JESUS REALLY DID THIS… 
BECAUSE OF WHAT JESUS DID 
Philippians 2:12-18 AMP 

12 So then, my dear ones, just as you have 

always obeyed [my instructions with 

enthusiasm], not only in my presence, but 

now much more in my absence, continue 

to work out your salvation [that is, 

cultivate it, bring it to full effect, 

actively pursue spiritual maturity] with 

awe-inspired fear and trembling [using 

serious caution and critical self-

evaluation to avoid anything that 

might offend God or discredit the 

name of Christ].  

NIV 

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have 

always obeyed—not only in my presence, 

but now much more in my absence—

continue to work out your salvation with 

fear and trembling, 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29409d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#cen-AMP-29409B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29404A
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29405B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29405C
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29406D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29407E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29407F
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29407a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29407G
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29408H
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29408I
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29408J
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29409K
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29409L
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29409M
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13 For it is [not your strength, but it 

is] [c]God who is effectively at work in you, 

both to will and to work [that is, 

strengthening, energizing, and creating in 

you the longing and the ability to fulfill 

your purpose] for His good pleasure. 

14 Do everything without murmuring or 

questioning [the providence of 

God], [HOW??] 

15 so that you may prove yourselves to be 

blameless and guileless, 

innocent and uncontaminated, children of 

God without blemish in the midst of a 

[morally] crooked and [spiritually] 

perverted generation, among whom you 

are seen as bright lights [beacons shining 

out clearly] in the world [of darkness],  

16 holding out and offering to everyone 

the word of life, so that in the day of 

Christ I will have reason to rejoice greatly 

because I did not run [my race] in vain 

nor labor without result. [Judgement Seat of 
Christ] 

17 But even if I am being poured out as 

a [d]drink offering on the sacrifice and 

service of your faith [for preaching the 

message of salvation], still I rejoice and 

share my joy with you all.(B) 18 You too, 

rejoice in the same way and share your 

joy with me. 

 

13 for it is God who works in you(B) to will and 

to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.  

  

 

 

14 Do everything without grumbling(D) or 

arguing,  

15 so that you may become blameless(E) and 

pure, “children of God(F) without fault in a 

warped and crooked generation.”[a](G) Then 

you will shine among them like stars in the 

sky  

 

 

16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. 

And then I will be able to boast on the day 

of Christ(H) that I did not run(I) or labor in 

vain.(J)  

 

17 But even if I am being poured out like a 

drink offering(K) on the sacrifice(L) and 

service coming from your faith, I am glad 

and rejoice with all of you.(M) 18 So you too 

should be glad and rejoice with me. 

IF 

We believe all this about CHRIST 

THEN… 

It is a no brainer: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29405c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#fen-AMP-29409d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PHIL%202&version=AMP#cen-AMP-29409B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29405B
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29406D
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29407E
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29407F
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29407a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29407G
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29408H
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29408I
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29408J
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29409K
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29409L
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A12-18%20&version=NIV#cen-NIV-29409M
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I, too, choose the life as a slave of 

Christ 

To be poured out as a drink offering 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


