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RESPONDING TO MINISTRY [RM] – IS HE DOING MINISTRY 
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Projected Timeline:  
5/13 - Phil – Journey to Philippi 
5/20 - Phil – Finding Philippi 
5/27 - Phil 1 What’s it all about? 
6/3 -   Phil 2 – IF Christ, THEN 
6/10 - Phil 2 - The CHOICE of Enslavement 

6/17 - Phil 3 – Whose Am I 

6/24 - END of long Series Party???? 
7/1 - OFF 4th Holiday  
7/8 - Begin DISCIPLINES (7WKS) 
7/15 
7/22 
7/29 
8/5 

8/12 
8/19 
8/26 – ALL CHURCH FAMILY MOVIE 
9/2 - No service 
9/9 - No service/Training  
9/16 - Kick off SUFFERING 

 

7425 
 
RECAP: 

• Written by Paul – to the believers in Philippi to thank him for the gift 

• During his imprisonment in Rome 

• Most beautiful of Paul’s letters – full of tenderness, warmth & affection 

• While his primary reason for writing the letter was to acknowledge the gift sent by 
the Philippians, Paul also appealed for a spirit of unity and steadfastness among 
them. 

• In addition, he is warning them against dangerous heresies that were 
threatening them, probably Judaism and Gnosticism – will see that in this 
Chapter 

 
• RESPONDING TO MINISTRY [RM] – IS HE DOING MINISTRY 

• EMPRACING RELATIONSHIP [ER] – IS THIS ABOUT FAMILY 
 
LET’S GET STARTED 

Books I am using: 

• Life Application Commentary: Philippians, Colossians, Philemon – Barton, B.B. & 
Comfort, P.W. 

• Bible Speaks Today: The Message of Philippians: Jesus our Joy – J. A. Motyer 
Edited by:s editors: John Stott (NT) 

• Jack W. Hayford et al., eds., New Spirit-Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson Bibles, 2002), Php. 

 
Whose Am I? We usually ask, “Who Am I”? BUT when we know WHOSE we are… it 
changes EVERTHING!!!! 
 
Philippians 3 is broken into 2 parts 
3:1-11 – All is worthless compared to knowing Christ 
3:12-4:1 – Forget the Past & reach to the Goal… 
 
Let’s start with 3:1-11: All is worthless compared to knowing Christ…  
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3:1 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice 
in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write 
the same things to you again, and it is a 
safeguard for you. 
 
RSV: 
Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To 
write the same things to you is not irksome 
to me, and is safe for you. 
 
CEB 
So then, my brothers and sisters, be glad in 
the Lord. It’s no trouble for me to repeat the 
same things to you because they will help 
keep you on track. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Finally - Further: 
     literally – as to what remains – he 
uses it as an ending – but the Greeks 
would also take it to mean “furthermore” 
 
 Rejoice IN the Lord: 
     AGAIN – the tone of Philippians is one 
of joy – 12x 
ASK: What is true joy? 
Often happiness is mistaken for joy, 
but the two are very different: 
 •Inward joy comes from knowing and 
trusting God. Happiness comes as a 
result of pleasant circumstances. 
•Inward joy is lasting; we can feel joy in 
spite of our deepest troubles. Happiness 
is temporary because it is based on 
external circumstances. 
 
Many times, Christian joy comes as a 
result of suffering for Christ. Although it 
is difficult to grasp this concept, knowing 
that God is working in our lives produces 
this joy. 
Phil 2:17-18: “But even if I am being poured out 
as a libation over the sacrifice and the offering of 
your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of 
you—and in the same way you also must be 
glad and rejoice with me.” 
Col 1:11-12: “May you be made strong with all the 
strength that comes from his glorious power, and 
may you be prepared to endure everything with 
patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the 
Father.” 
Col 1:24: “I am now rejoicing IN my sufferings 
for your sake.” 

 
  Joy is ultimately a gift of the Holy 
Spirit, not something we can produce 

Phil 3:1 
 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to 
write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 

Knowing Whose I Am! 
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Vs 1-b 
It is no trouble for me to write the same 
things to you again, and it is a safeguard for 
you. 

ourselves. It comes as a result of 
God’s love for us. 
Rom 14:17: “For the kingdom of God is not food 
and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit.” 
Rom 15:13: “May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
Gal 5:22: “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace.” 
1 Thess 1:6: “In spite of persecution you received 
the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit.” 

 
  Paul was able to rejoice in spite of 
his suffering because he knew and 
trusted God. He did not let his 
circumstances discourage him. 
 
 Paul found it no trouble to repeat 
himself 
 Most likely – refers to Paul speaking 
about joy – having joy IN the Holy Spirit – 
is a safeguard against false teachers, 
grumbling complaining, attitudes of 
superiority – if we lose the joy OF the 
Lord – it is easier to fall into these 
attitudes – Joy acts as a barrier against 
them! 

Knowing Whose I Am! 
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3:2 Watch out for those 
dogs, those evildoers, 
those mutilators of the 
flesh. 
 
NRSVA 
Beware of the dogs, beware 
of the evil workers, beware 
of those who mutilate the 
flesh! 
 
CEB 
Watch out for the “dogs.” 
Watch out for people who do 
evil things. Watch out for 
those who insist on 
circumcision, which is really 
mutilation. 
 
NKJV 
Beware of dogs, beware of 
evil workers, beware of the 
mutilation! 
 
 

 Paul uses Beware 3x right here 
A strong word meaning “look out for” or “be warned 
against” – A SEVERE warning about a group of people 
 
ASK:  WHAT IS PAUL BEWARING??? 
 
 Paul describes the hostile group in 3 derogatory 
ways: 
   1 – DOGS: despised/unclean – Paul is referring not to 
Gentiles BUT to an extreme faction in the church 
   2 – EVIL WORKERS: Jews thought of themselves as 
good workers – they kept the law – PAUL calls them evil 
– NOT because they were immoral – BUT relied on the 
law NOT on God – emphasis on WORKS – goes 
against JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ALONE 
   3 – MUTILATE THE FLESH: this word is katatome 
(kat-at-om-ay') – the word for pagan mutilation – 
because they were adding circumcision as a 
requirement for salvation – Judaizers – a severe 
problem for Paul – again WORKS NOT FAITH ALONE 
 
 Judaizers – looked at life with Jesus backward – not 
what WE did – but rather what JESUS did! 

• Spiritual pride 
Extreme faction within the church 

Phil 3:2 
 Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. 
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Phil 3:3 & 4 
 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in 
Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reasons 
for such confidence. 
If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for 
zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is 
more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—
yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203&version=NIV&interface=print#fen-NIV-29431a
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3 For it is we who are the 
circumcision, we who serve 
God by his Spirit, who boast 
in Christ Jesus, and who put 
no confidence in the flesh— 
CEB 
We are the circumcision. We 
are the ones who serve by 
God’s Spirit and who boast in 
Christ Jesus. We don’t put 
our confidence in rituals 
performed on the body, 
NLT 
For we who worship by the 
Spirit of God are the ones 
who are truly circumcised. 
We rely on what Christ Jesus 
has done for us. We put no 
confidence in human effort, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 4 though I myself have 
reasons for such confidence. 
If someone else thinks they 
have reasons to put 
confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the 
eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; in regard to the 
law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for 

 Circumcision – requirement of Old Covenant – 
physical sign of their relationship w/ God 
 Spiritual – physical mark of a SPIRITUAL 
relationship 
 TRUE CIRCUMCISION – Covenant people of God – 
3 things 
1-They worship in the Spirit of God – also could be that 
they worship BY the Spirit of God (Holy Spirit) 
2-They boast in Christ Jesus – boast = exult IN 
3-They have NO confidence in the flesh 
 
WORSHIP:  
The word ‘worship’, both as noun (latreia) and verb 
(latreuo – lat-ryoo-o), as it is used in the New 
Testament, has an exclusively religious significance, 
and it holds together the two aspects of the word 
‘service’ in our common usage. We speak of ‘Christian 
service’, but we also say, ‘Are you coming to the 
service?’ This conjunction of worship and work is 
interesting and should warn us not to make an unnatural 
and unbiblical separation between what happens inside 
and outside our church meetings. All our life is 
worship. Prayer is worship, and so is the 
consecrated life of a body presented to God. 
Worship involves the character of the worshipper. It 
must be carried on with a correct attitude towards 
God, and it requires enabling from above. 
 
NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH – AGAINST THE 
FALSE TEACHING 
 
Judaizers believed their accomplishments would earn 
their salvation – PAUL had more 
 - challenging false teachers to a “credentials 
showdown” 

• Paul is not boasting 

• He is showing that human abilities – NO MATTER 
how impressive – CANNOT earn us salvation & 
eternal life w/ God 

• 7 qualifications – 4 were hereditary or by birth – 3 
were by choice or personal conviction 

Knowing 
Whose I 
Am! 

Knowing 
Whose I 
Am! 
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righteousness based on the 
law, faultless. 
 
7 But whatever were gains to 
me I now consider loss for 
the sake of Christ. 8 What is 
more, I consider everything a 
loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have lost all 
things. I consider them 
garbage, that I may gain 
Christ  
 
 
9 and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the 
law, but that which is 
through faith in[a] Christ—
the righteousness that comes 
from God on the basis of 
faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 I want to know Christ—
yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation 
in his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 
 
 
 
 

 Paul is showing the Judaizers that though he could 
beat them at their own game – it was the WRONG 
GAME! 

• Paul regarded ALL as loss – accounting term – all of his 
personal abilities no longer matter because of Christ! 

ASK: HMM… what about his imprisonments… his 
trials… did those make him “more saved” 
 
Suffering did not 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
VS 9 – Paul wanted to be found IN CHRIST 

• Righteousness – NOT HIS OWN 

• From God – based on faith 

• Cannot be earned 

• GOD SECURED THE GIFT & OFFERED IT TO US 

• JESUS’ – Death/Burial/Resurrection 

• We accept it 

• THE MOMENT WE BELIEVE!!!! 

• We live it out – sanctification – inst/prog 
 
 
ASK - what is the basis of my confidence – what is 
yours? We might not think we value our works… but do 
we? Where is my worth from – where is yours? 
 
 
VS 10 – TO KNOW CHRIST – the word for: know 
(ginosko – ghin-oce-ko) – personal, experiential 
knowledge – NOT Facts – INTIMATE relationship 
 Lifelong process 
 KNOW – Power of His resurrection! 

• Holy Spirit – His power 

• Raised Jesus from the dead 

• Personally & experientially 

He KNEW 
Whose HE 
WAS! 
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11 and so, somehow, 
attaining to the resurrection 
from the dead. 

• This power assures us of our Justification (God 
declares me righteous) – HE DOES IT!  
Rom 6:4, Col 2:12, 3:1, 10 

• AND My regeneration (Transformed by the Holy Spirit 
– being born again – BRAND NEW – not cleaned 
up!!!) 

 
 KNOW – Fellowship of His sufferings – becoming 
like Him in His death 

• NOT sharing Jesus’ death on the cross – that was 
HIS alone 

• BUT RATHER – the suffering FOR the gospel 

• To suffer FOR Christ – because of ministering 

• Becoming like Him – obedient 

• Death to sin in our lives – PROGRESSIVE 
SANCTIFICATION 

•  

ASK – Do I have, do you have – the personal 
KNOWING relationship – experiential – the same as a 
friendship we might have… Crystal – Perry - Heather? 
 
VS11 
 - Paul is not questioning if he will be resurrected – 
there is NO doubt – BUT RATHER – stating he was 
trusting God – for his COMPLETE salvation – from 
regeneration to resurrection – beginning to end! 
 

RECAP VS 1-11: All is worthless compared to knowing Christ 

VS 1 – Rejoice IN the Lord – Joy is ultimately a gift of the Holy Spirit – NOT something we can produce 

– NOT based on our circumstances – BUT it comes as a result of God’s love for us – Through the Holy 

Spirit.  

VS 2 – BEWARE – false teaching 

VS 3-11 – Be of the True Circumcision – worship IN/BY the Spirit of God/Boast IN Jesus/have NO 

confidence in the flesh 

ASK what is the basis of our confidence 
- KNOW CHRIST – intimate relationship w/ Jesus – NOT facts 
- Resurrection – trusting God for COMPLETE salvation – regeneration to resurrection – 

beginning to end 

Whose I Am? 
DO I know HIM 
- really? 

 

‘ 

Do You KNOW Whose you are? 
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VS 3:12-4:1 – FORGET THE PAST AND REACH TO THE GOAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet 
to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus. 
Following Paul’s Example 
15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think 
differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 
17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, keep 
your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again 
even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is 
their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our 
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the 
power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body. 
4:1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the 
Lord in this way, my beloved. 
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12 Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have 
already arrived at my 
goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus took hold of 
me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I 
do not consider myself yet to 
have taken hold of it. But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, 14 I press 
on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following Paul’s Example 
15 All of us, then, who are 
mature should take such a 
view of things. 
 
And if on some point you 
think differently, that too 

 Obtain – to take hold of, to receive, to make one’s 
own, to apprehend in the moral or spiritual sense 
 
Uses the term 3x in these verses 
 

• Paul might have been saying he had not fully grasped 
ALL the mean of Christ in his life 

• There is more to receive by “pressing on” – 
continuing 

• The POWER of CHRIST he DID know – made him 
want to know him more 

• Making it my own 

• Paul saw it as a process 

• Sanctification – instant AND progressive 

• It takes a lifetime 

• VS 13 – Paul had NOT yet attained perfection or 
complete knowledge of Jesus – back to Judaizers – 
Paul is still warning against false teaching – BUT 
complete sure of WHAT LIES AHEAD 

• The past should not be a barrier to anything NOR is it 
what we stand on for the future 

• VS 14 – continuing to press on to the goal – Heaven 
– the end of his “race”  

1 Cor 9:24 & 2 Tim 4:7-8 
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing. 
 
ASK – am I growing – continuing in my race? Are you? 
Are we still looking behind – what might be stopping me 
from what is ahead – or what I am standing on to be ok 
or not ok?  
 
NOW Paul is saying to follow his example – he has 
explained his spiritual goals - MATURITY 

• VS 15 - Mature believers should take the same view! 

• Understand they CANNOT gain anything by their own 
humanity 

• But pressing on to become more like Jesus 

• This also is showing some problems in the Philippian 
church - (think differently) – NO SPIRITUAL PRIDE 

Do you KNOW whose you are? 
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God will make clear to 
you. 16 Only let us live up to 
what we have already 
attained. 
 
 
 
 
17 Join together in following 
my example, brothers and 
sisters, and just as you have 
us as a model, keep your eyes 
on those who live as we do.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 For, as I have often told you 
before and now tell you again 
even with tears, many live as 
enemies of the cross of 
Christ.  
 

 

 

19 Their destiny is destruction, 
their god is their 
stomach, and their glory is in 
their shame. Their mind is set 
on earthly things. 20 But our 
citizenship is in heaven. And 
we eagerly await a Savior 
from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ,  
 

– even the growth we do have comes by the power of 
the Holy Spirit 

• Paul knew they were all a different stages of 
MATURITY – BUT be faithful to what they DID 
understand AND continue to learn and grow 

 
ASK – Where am I mature? Where do I need to grow? 
 
RSV – 3:17  Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, 
and observe those who live according to the example 
you have in us. 
 IMITATE and EXAMPLE – two key words for 
DISCIPLESHIP! 

• Imitate – means not only to become like BUT also to 
obey 

• Example – mean model or blueprint – to use as a 
pattern 

• Challenging them to pursue Christlikeness by 
imitating Paul’s example & those that were mature 
believers 

ASK – Who am I imitating? Whose example am I 
following? How does expecting Jesus change my daily 
life? 

 

• VS 18 – NOT follow false teaching – Judaizers – or 
enemies of the cross – any that claimed to be 
believers BUT refused to live Christ’s model of 
servanthood & self-sacrifice 

• EITHER Christ’s sacrifice was all-sufficient OR we 
have to obey the Law to be acceptable – CANNOT 
BE BOTH! 

• VS 19 – 4 characteristics of enemies of the cross: 
1 – destiny is destruction – refusing to accept Christ’s 
sacrifice 
2 – their god is their stomach – worship temporary 
satisfaction – physical desires – food laws 
3 – their glory is in their shame – false teachers – 
gloried themselves – not God 
4 – Their mind is on earthly things – ex: Judaizer’s 
dependence on credentials/themselves/law-keeping 
etc. for salvation – NOT on Jesus 

Do you KNOW whose you are? 
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21 who, by the power that 
enables him to bring 
everything under his control, 
will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be 
like his glorious body. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:1 Therefore, my brothers 
and sisters, whom I love and 
long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm in the Lord in this 
way, my beloved. 
 

• VS 20 – again – back to Ch1 – they are citizens of 
heaven – NOT Romans – Greeks – Philippians 
(roman colony) 

• Jesus will be coming again – Our Savior – EXPECT 
Him 

ASK – How does expecting Jesus change my daily life? 
 

• VS 21 – When Jesus returns He will bring 
EVERYTHING under His control – every knee –  

• There will be no more sin 
no more evil rulers 
no more persecution of believers 

• Christ will be King of Kings & Lord of Lords! 

• Rev 19:11-16, 21:22-27 – Ps 8:6; 1 Cor 15:24-28; 
Heb 2:8-9 

• EVERYTHING is under His control 
ASK – What is MY everything??? 
 

• VS 4:1 – THEREFORE – because of these amazing 
AND certain promises – STAND FIRM IN THE 
LORD!!! 

• Against: 
false teaching 
divisiveness from within 
persecution from without 

• Paul again reminds them that they are his: 
his joy 
his crown 
his beloved 
A congregation – dear to his heart… 

 
 
 
 

Do you KNOW whose you are? 
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RECAP VS 12-: Forget the past and reach toward the goal 

VS 12-14 – OBTAIN – PRESS ON – It Takes A Lifetime!  

VS 15-16 – MATURITY – keep growing 

HOW???? 

VS 17 – IMITATE & follow EXAMPLES  

VS 19-21 – again – the reminder to BEWARE… their end is destruction – BUT – for us…  it is all about 

Jesus 

ASK: What is the basis of my confidence – what is yours? We might not think we value our 

works… but do we? Where is my worth from – where is yours? 

- TO KNOW CHRIST – intimate relationship w/ Jesus – NOT facts 
- Resurrection – trusting God for COMPLETE salvation – regeneration to resurrection – 

beginning to end 

ASK – am I growing – continuing in my race? Are you? Are we still looking behind – what 

might be stopping me from what is ahead – or what I am standing on to be ok or not ok?  

- IMITATE & FOLLOW EXAMPLES – who are you imitating? Who are you following? 
- Where am I mature AND where do I need to grow – have a real understanding of who we are 
- HOW does having Jesus in my life change my EVERY DAY LIFE? 

WHAT IS MY EVERYTHING??? 

Do you KNOW whose you are? 


