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8.12.26 Week #6: Embracing Submission, Living Simply

7/8 - Begin DISCIPLINES (7WKS) 7/29 — Shhh 8/26 — ALL CHURCH FAMILY MOVIE
FORMABLE 8/5 — Study 9/2 - No service

7/15 - BE MY 8/12 — Simplicty/Sumbission 9/9 — TRAINING — No service

7/22 — Think On 8/19 9/16 - Kick off SUFFERING

*Encourage notebooks
*Discipline index? H.O. [Supernatural/Spiritual Relationship Skills]
*Play Dough

k#6: “Embracing Submission, Living Simply”

FORMED Check Up:

e Any Fasting, Withess/Hospitality, Meditation (Solitude, Silence, Secrecy,
Sacrifice), STUDY stories?

FORMED: Practices that we choose to do that are modeled by Christ in scripture and have the uncanny effect

of a physical action developing spiritual growth. [result, outcome, influence, consequence, conclusion]

L. The Result of Living FORMED (the Disciplines)

1Peter 2:11-12

Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which
war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works
which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. NKJV

NIV 11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful

desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans
that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and
glorify God on the day he visits us.

CEB Life as strangers in the world

11 Dear friends, since you are immigrants and strangers in the world, [ urge that you avoid
worldly desires that wage war against your lives. 12 Live honorably among the unbelievers.
Today, they defame you, as if you were doing evil. But in the day when God visits to judge
they will glorify him, because they have observed your honorable deeds.
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L. Defining Submission

A. Our life in Christ all begins with SUBMISSION (it is a choice)
John 3:16-21
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through
him.18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not
believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the
name of God’s one and only Son. 1° This is the verdict: Light has come into the
world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were
evil.20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light
for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth
comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done
has been done in the sight of God. NIV

B. Submission is NEVER forced.

e You cannot be talked into Godly submission.
e Godly submission cannot be demanded nor forced as it ceases be Godly .
e Thereis never a caveat attached to Godly submission:

o Agood child submits to their parents as that is like unto God.
o Agood wife submits to her husband...

When WE attach “that is unto God” we are setting ourselves into the place of God.

C. Defining Submission

WHICH Definition fits: [Human pov or Godly pov]
®  Merriam Webster

1 a: a legal agreement to submit to the decision of arbitrators
b: an act of submitting something (as for consideration or inspection)
also : something submitted (such as a manuscript)

2 : the condition of being submissive, humble, or compliant


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/submit
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/submitting
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/submitted
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/submissive
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3 : an act of submitting to the authority or control of another

Obedience. Compliance. Subordination. Conformity. Surrender. Acquiescence.
Capitulation. Discipline. Obeisance. Suppression. Yielding. Deference.
Capitulation. Humility. Meekness. Teachableness.

m Websters 1828: SUBMIS'SION

1. The act of submitting; the act of yielding to power or authority; surrender of
the person and power to the control or government of another.

2. Acknowledgment of inferiority or dependence; humble or suppliant
behavior.

4. Obedience; compliance with the commands or laws of a superior.

5. Resignation: a yielding of one's will to the will or appointment of a superior
without murmuring. Entire and cheerful submission to the will of God is a
Christian duty of prime excellence.

II. The Way of Submission

A. The Example of Peter (The Messianic Confession)

Mark 8:27-33 NIV [note the relationship building]

Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah

27]Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On
the way he asked them, “Who do people say  am?”

28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others,
one of the prophets.”

29“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”

30]Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

Jesus Predicts His Death
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31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must
be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him.

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind
me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.”

"

Mark 8:34 — Take Up the Cross and Follow Him
34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to

them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow Me. NKJV

The Way of the Cross
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever
wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and

follow me. NIV
[Matthew 16:13—16 and Luke 9:22-27]

Note: From here on out, Jesus begins to speak directly to His disciples. This means the crowds
listen in on what He is saying to those committed to Him.

B. Making SUBMISSION personal:

1.) Take up
Do | agree with Peter?

‘The Christ’ in Greek and ‘Messiah’ in Hebrew and Aramaic mean ‘the Anointed One’.
It carries the sense of consecration by God for a particular task, and was used, for example,
of kings and divine empowering for the task (1 Sa. 10:1, 6; 16:13; Is. 61:1). More recently
the title had increasingly been used of the one who would set the Jews free of their
oppressors, and here the concept of the Son of David was widely used. (Hence Jesus’
correction of the teachers of the law about the relationship of this person to David, 12:35—
37.) To call Jesus Messiah was thus a momentous step for Peter to take. (In Matthew he is
recorded as adding ‘the Son of the living God’. Also in Matthew Jesus encourages Peter,
who may have taken his own breath away by his confession! ‘Blessed are you, Simon, son
of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.” He then

goes on to the saying about Peter as the rock, Mt. 16:15-19.)
English, D. (1992). The message of Mark: the mystery of faith (pp. 158—162). InterVarsity
Press.



https://ref.ly/Mk8.27-9.1;bstus62mk
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Signs we have “taken up”:

DO....
[thinking answers will be prayer...study... disciplines]

2.) The Cross
What in my life shows “the Cross”? [Reflects. Defines. ...]

What about Christians can bug me?
What reflects denial in my living?

e Dol “rebuke” Christ for defining “the Cross” | am required to take up?
e Dol talk myself out of what it could really mean?
e This is where the prosperity gospel puts blinders on.

[thinking...where is the sacrifice? Giving sacrificially? Withholding what | normally
“deserve”?(HA!)

[any quotes from the book : Phoebe? Showing HOW we try to “sanitize” scripture. i.e.
Esther and the King. Not an early performance of “The King and I” musical. There is NO

consent. ]

3.) Follow Me

e DO whatJesus did V.S. LIVE like Jesus did.
e Have others every commented about my “follow”?
e Do those closest around me see my “follow”?

What in my thinking needs to adjust to live “Get to”?

Goes from Have to-to - Getto
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ITII. SUBMISSIONS Goal:

His Goal is Freedom:
e To lay down the terrible burden of always having to get our own way.
e The freedom to give into each other.
e Onlyin submission can we distinguish between genuine issues and stubborn
self-will.
e WE are Free to not respond. (Say nothing)

e We are Free to value other people.
OTHERS:

Is Submission = Self Denial? Loss of our identity? Curtailing our personality?
[Does Peter’s personality disappear in scripture? Paul’s?]

39 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life
for My sake will find it. NKJV

39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life
for my sake will find it. NIV
Matthew 10:39

NOTES:

7 Areas of Submission (Foster)

Submission to the Triune God

Submission to the Scripture

Submission to our Family

Submission to our Neighbors and those who cross your path
Submission to the Believing Community

Submission to the Broken and Despised

Submission to the World

“We all undergo spiritual formation. Everyone’s spirit gets formed, for good or
for ill.” Richella Parham “A Spiritual Formation Primer”
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L Defining SIMPLICITY

= Merriam Webster
1 the state of being simple, uncomplicated, or uncompounded
2 a: lack of subtlety or penetration : INNOCENCE, NAIVETE
b : FOLLY, SILLINESS
3 : freedom from pretense or guile : CANDOR

4 a: directness of expression : CLARITY
b: restraint in ornamentation : AUSTERITY

Plainness. Unity. Uniformity. Clarity. Directness. Straightforwardness.
Naturalness. Innocence. Sincerity. Optimism. Guilelessness. Frankness.
Idealism. Unpretentiousness.

NOT: Simpleminded. Naive. Unworldliness. Careless. Childishness. Unaware.
Callowness. Gullibility.

= Webster’s 1828
SIMPLIC'ITY, noun [Latin simplicitas.]

1. Singleness; the state of being unmixed or uncompounded; as the simplicity of metals or of
earths.

2. The state of being not complex, or of consisting of few parts; as the simplicity of a
machine.

3. Artlessness of mind; freedom from a propensity to cunning or stratagem; freedom
from duplicity; sincerity.

4. Plainness; freedom from artificial ornament; as the simplicity of a dress, of style, of
language, etc. simplicity in writing is the first or excellences.

5. Plainness; freedom from subtilty or abstruseness; as the simplicity of scriptural
doctrines or truth.

6. Weakness of intellect; silliness. Godly simplicity in Scriptures, is a fair open
profession and practice of evangelical truth, with a single view to obedience and
to the glory of God.


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/simple
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/innocence
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/naivete
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/folly
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/silliness
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/candor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/clarity
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/austerity
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I1. Embracing Simplicity

A. How to embrace: Ecclesiastes 7:29
Ecclesiastes 7:29
This only have | found:
God created mankind upright,

but they have gone in search of many schemes.” NIV
[WHAT ARE MY SCHEMES?]

B. What do I need in order to have a life that flourishes?
Proverbs 11:28
Those who trust in their riches will fall,
but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.NIV

Job 31:24-28

24If | have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, ‘You are my security,’
25if | have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my hands had gained,
26f | have regarded the sun in its radiance or the moon moving in splendor,
27 50 that my heart was secretly enticed and my hand offered them a kiss of
homage, 28 then these also would be sins to be judged, for | would have
been unfaithful to God on high. NIV

Jeremiah 9:23-24
2 This is what the Lord says:
“Let not the wise boast of their wisdom
or the strong boast of their strength
or the rich boast of their riches,
24 put let the one who boasts boast about this:
that they have the understanding to know me,
that | am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on
earth, for in these | delight, declares the Lord. NIV

C. What can distract me to the point that | lose my faith?
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1 Timothy 6:6-9

¢ Now godliness with ‘contentment is great gain. ’ For we brought nothing into
this world, *and it is 'certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and
clothing, with these we shall be écontent. ° But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men
in destruction and perdition. '° For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil,
for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows.

(and vs. 17-19; Hebrews 13:5)

D. Inorder to prioritize my life, | need to what?
Simplicity gives us the ability to prioritize:
Matthew 6:19-21
19 Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal; 2° "but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

E. How does scripture say to be perfect?
Matthew 19:21
2! Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, “go, sell what you have and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

III.  Simplicity Truths

e Aninward reality that results in an outward lifestyle.
e CONTENTMENT IS THE GOAL OF SIMPLICITY.

e TRUST IS THE FOUNDATION.
e SIMPLICITY Litmus test: Freedom from anxiety is one of the inward evidences

of seeking first the kingdom of God. Do I trust God? (with providing, with my image,
with my desires, with....)

e Legalismis what happens if we attempt to live a simple life w/o God’s input.

e SIMPLICITY is the most visible and therefore the most open to corruption.

e Whatever | have received IS a gift from God. That shows in having my “stuff”
available to others.

IV. SIMPLICITY frees us from:
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Self
e Am | pretending to be an expert when | am not?
e Dol really read the books | quote?
e Do luse rhetoric (commonly accepted phrases) as a curtain to conceal my
true intentions?
e Dolgive the impression of being more Godly (or more profane) than I truly
am?
e Do ltrytoimpress people with my degrees, titles or honors?
Things
e Am | living contentedly within my income?
e Dolactmyage?
e Am | compulsive buyer?
e Doltrytoimpress people with gadgets/stuff?
e Dolbuywhatlcan afford?
e Dol live as my responsibility to the poor suggests?
People

Can | allow an unfavorable comment about myself to stand, without a need to
straighten out the matter?

In recounting events, do | shift the story ever so slightly to make myself appear
in a more favorable light?

Must | always make excuses for my behavior?

Do | aim at excellence in my work without regard for what people may say or
think?

Can | accept compliments freely without any need to shrug them off in self
conscious modesty?

Ten controlling principles for the outward expression of SIMPLICITY:

1.

Buy things for their usefulness rather than their status.

10
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Reject anything that is producing an addiction in you.
Develop a habit of giving things away.
Refuse to be propagandized by the custodians of modern gadgetry.
Learn to enjoy things without owning them.
Develop a deeper appreciation for the creation.
Be skeptical of all “buy now, pay later” schemes.
“Let your yes be yes and your no be no.” Matthew 5:37
Reject anything that breeds the oppression of others.
10. Shun anything that distracts you form seeking first the Kingdom of God.

2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

SIMPLICITY in action:
“The inner reality of SIMPLICITY is not a reality until there is an outward expression.”

My one thing:

How to implement it:

“‘But seek first His kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall
be yours as well.” Matthew 6:25-33

EXTRA STUDY: How do | need to view all the material things that are in my life?
Lev 25:1-
The Sabbath Year

11
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25 The Lord said to Moses at Mount Sinai, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When
you enter the land I am going to give you, the land itself must observe a sabbath to

the Lord.3 For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather
their crops. 4 But in the seventh year the land is to have a year of sabbath rest, a sabbath to
the Lord. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. 5 Do not reap what grows of
itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The land is to have a year of

rest. ® Whatever the land yields during the sabbath year will be food for you—for yourself,
your male and female servants, and the hired worker and temporary resident who live
among you, 7 as well as for your livestock and the wild animals in your land. Whatever the
land produces may be eaten.

The Year of Jubilee

8 “‘Count off seven sabbath years—seven times seven years—so that the seven sabbath
years amount to a period of forty-nine years. ? Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere
on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet
throughout your land. 19 Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the
land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each of you is to return to your family
property and to your own clan. 11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do not sow and
do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the untended vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to
be holy for you; eat only what is taken directly from the fields.

“we

13“In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to their own property.

14“If you sell land to any of your own people or buy land from them, do not take advantage
of each other. 15 You are to buy from your own people on the basis of the number of

years since the Jubilee. And they are to sell to you on the basis of the number of years left
for harvesting crops. 16 When the years are many, you are to increase the price, and when
the years are few, you are to decrease the price, because what is really being sold to you is
the number of crops. 17 Do not take advantage of each other, but fear your God. [ am

the Lord your God.

18 “Follow my decrees and be careful to obey my laws, and you will live safely in the

land. 1° Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and live there in

safety. 20 You may ask, “What will we eat in the seventh year if we do not plant or harvest
our crops?” 21[ will send you such a blessing in the sixth year that the land will yield
enough for three years.22 While you plant during the eighth year, you will eat from the old
crop and will continue to eat from it until the harvest of the ninth year comes in.

23 “The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you reside in my
land as foreigners and strangers.

24 Throughout the land that you hold as a possession, you must provide for the
redemption of the land.

25 “If one of your fellow Israelites becomes poor and sells some of their property, their
nearest relative is to come and redeem what they have sold. 26 If, however, there is no one

12
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to redeem it for them but later on they prosper and acquire sufficient means to redeem it
themselves, 27 they are to determine the value for the years since they sold it and refund
the balance to the one to whom they sold it; they can then go back to their own

property. 28 But if they do not acquire the means to repay, what was sold will remain in the
possession of the buyer until the Year of Jubilee. It will be returned in the Jubilee, and they
can then go back to their property.

29 ““Anyone who sells a house in a walled city retains the right of redemption a full year
after its sale. During that time the seller may redeem it. 30 If it is not redeemed before a full
year has passed, the house in the walled city shall belong permanently to the buyer and the
buyer’s descendants. It is not to be returned in the Jubilee. 31 But houses in villages without
walls around them are to be considered as belonging to the open country. They can be
redeemed, and they are to be returned in the Jubilee.

32“The Levites always have the right to redeem their houses in the Levitical towns, which
they possess. 33 So the property of the Levites is redeemable—that is, a house sold in any
town they hold—and is to be returned in the Jubilee, because the houses in the towns of the
Levites are their property among the Israelites. 34 But the pastureland belonging to their
towns must not be sold; it is their permanent possession.

35“If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and are unable to support themselves
among you, help them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they can continue to live
among you.36 Do not take interest or any profit from them, but fear your God, so that they
may continue to live among you. 37 You must not lend them money at interest or sell them
food at a profit.38 [ am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt to give you the
land of Canaan and to be your God.

39 “If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and sell themselves to you, do not make
them work as slaves. 40 They are to be treated as hired workers or temporary residents
among you; they are to work for you until the Year of Jubilee.#1 Then they and their
children are to be released, and they will go back to their own clans and to the property of
their ancestors. 42 Because the Israelites are my servants, whom I brought out of

Egypt, they must not be sold as slaves. 43 Do not rule over them ruthlessly, but fear your
God.

44“‘Your male and female slaves are to come from the nations around you; from them you
may buy slaves. 45 You may also buy some of the temporary residents living among you and
members of their clans born in your country, and they will become your property. 46 You
can bequeath them to your children as inherited property and can make them slaves for
life, but you must not rule over your fellow Israelites ruthlessly.

47“If a foreigner residing among you becomes rich and any of your fellow Israelites
become poor and sell themselves to the foreigner or to a member of the foreigner’s

clan, 48 they retain the right of redemption after they have sold themselves. One of their
relatives may redeem them: 42 An uncle or a cousin or any blood relative in their clan may

13
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redeem them. Or if they prosper, they may redeem themselves. 50 They and their buyer are
to count the time from the year they sold themselves up to the Year of Jubilee. The price for
their release is to be based on the rate paid to a hired worker for that number of years. 51 If
many years remain, they must pay for their redemption a larger share of the price paid for
them. 52 If only a few years remain until the Year of Jubilee, they are to compute that and
pay for their redemption accordingly. 33 They are to be treated as workers hired from year
to year; you must see to it that those to whom they owe service do not rule over them
ruthlessly.

54 “Even if someone is not redeemed in any of these ways, they and their children are to be
released in the Year of Jubilee,55 for the Israelites belong to me as servants. They are my
servants, whom I brought out of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.

Tidball, D. (2005). The Message of Leviticus: Free to Be Holy (A. Motyer & D. Tidball, Eds.;
Pp- 292-304). Inter-Varsity Press.

21. God’s word about radical economics

The Observer, a newspaper known for its progressive views, is not normally the place you would
look for a commendation of Leviticus. But on 3 October 1999, its headline ran, ‘The Jubilee line
that works: Debt-relief campaign Jubilee 2000 can now claim its great victory, thanks to Leviticus.’
In welcoming the success of the Jubilee 2000 campaign, which subjected governments to
unprecedented international pressure to reduce the debt of the world’s poorest countries, Will
Hutton paid tribute to Leviticus and wrote, ‘At the end of an increasingly secular century, it has
been the biblical proof and moral imagination of religion that have torched the principles of the
hitherto unassailable citadels of international finance—and opened the way to a radicalism about
capitalism whose ramifications are not yet fully understood.’ The inspiration for the campaign
came from the year of Jubilee, set forth in Leviticus 25, the main purpose of which was to provide
a way out for those who fell into debt.

The structure of the chapter is complex and the issues wider than the Jubilee alone. But the
heart of it all lies in verse 23: The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine
and you are but aliens and my tenants. When the Israelites took possession of the promised land,
they could enjoy its benefits but were to be aware that ‘they had no ultimate title to the land—
it was owned by God’. Consequently, their status in Canaan was just like that of the resident
aliens who lived in their midst. They belonged, and they had a certain measure of protection, but
at the end of the day they did not possess it. Ownership of land was, and is, an essential
component in economic activity as well as in providing a family with its identity and the basis of
its security. If a book such as Leviticus, which aims to set out what it means to be holy, had
omitted to address this issue, it would have been deficient in a crucial area. The demands of
holiness embrace our economic decisions as much as our church activities.

1. The sabbath year (25:1-7)

14
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The chapter begins with a discussion of the sabbath year rather than the Jubilee year. Every
seventh year the land is to have a sabbath of rest that is as sacred as the weekly Sabbath the
Israelites themselves enjoyed, because it is named a sabbath to the LorD (3). The normal activities
of sowing, pruning, tending and reaping were to be set aside for a year and people were to live
on whatever the uncultivated fields yielded during that time. There were to be no loopholes:
strict observance of this sabbath was required by all who lived in Israel. An Israelite householder
could not get round it by arranging for others to till the land on his behalf.

The sabbath year effectively meant that it would be two years before a proper harvest could
be reaped again. The harvest of the sixth year would have to sustain them not only then but
during the seventh and eighth years as well. That was an awful lot to ask of it. How would they
cope? Would the food supply be sufficient, or run out? Did it not make more sense to exploit the
earth’s resources rather than wasting them for a year? Why risk relying on God when human
effort could solve the problem?

The sabbath year served a number of purposes, as becomes clear later in the chapter. It
prevented Israel from raping the land and turning it into an arid dustbowl. It allowed the land to
replenish itself naturally. It also provided the people with a year of rest and space to accomplish
other things. But it served deeper purposes as well. The land belonged to God, and it was his right
to determine its use as he chose (23). He rested on the seventh day of creation and longs for his
earth to enjoy the same privilege. Since the people belonged to God no less than the land, he
promises that he would care for them. The question was whether they would show that they
trusted him by obeying this apparently nonsensical command. The promise was harder to believe
when it was a Jubilee—the sabbath year of sabbath years. But in reference to that year, God
promised, ‘/ will send you such a blessing in the sixth year that the land will yield enough for three
years. While you plant during the eighth year, you will eat the old crop and will continue to eat
from it until the harvest of the ninth year comes in’ (21-22). Would they take him at his word?

Two issues arise from this law for Christians today. First, as God’s people we should care for
the environment. Our own lifestyles should reflect our belief that this is God’s earth, that Jesus
Christ is Lord over it and that therefore we should do all within our power to use its resources
wisely, not for short-term, selfish gain but in such a way that they can be renewed healthily for
the benefit of those who follow us. We should also be among the most ardent supporters of
those who advocate care for the environment.

Secondly, the law challenges us, as it did Israel, to question where our real trust lies. Does our
security genuinely rest in the ability of the living God to provide for us in the future, or does it lie
in the pension schemes, the insurance policies and the bricks and mortar we accumulate? Richard
Foster observed that ‘because we lack a divine Centre our need for security has led us to an
insane attachment to things’. Describing what he considers a psychotic lust for possessions in
western society, he points out how we have revised our language to reduce our guilt about our
consumerist lifestyles. ‘Covetousness we call ambition. Hoarding we call prudence. Greed we call
industry.”” How would we fare, | wonder, if the Lord said to us that we were to take a sabbatical
year, not once in a lifetime but as a regular spiritual discipline to free us from our dependence on
things?

2. The Jubilee year (25:8-17, 23-55)
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a. The initial announcement (25:8-13)

After seven sabbath years a special year was to be observed. The Jubilee fell every fifty years and
extended the fallow of the forty-ninth year for a further period. It started with the blowing of the
trumpet on the Day of Atonement to proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants
(10). The year began on the day of fresh beginnings, when the whole nation had just received
forgiveness for their sin. The entire year was to be characterized by the twin ideas of liberty and
return. Freedom from labour and freedom from debt were to go hand in hand with restoring
broken family ties and repossessing lost family property. The hope of returning to one’s roots at
the Jubilee would sustain many who had fallen on hard times.

b. The initial implications (25:14-22)

Two implications are immediately explored. The first is the implication of the year for property
rights and values. Verses 14—-19 explain that the price to be paid for any property between
Jubilees depends on how distant the next Jubilee is. The further away it is, the higher the price
to be paid. The nearer it is, the lower the price to be paid. This is because in the Jubilee all
property that has changed hands since the last one is returned to its original owners. Purchasing
property was like purchasing a lease, rather than a freehold, and therefore its value was
calculated on a descending scale according to how near the redemption date was. With this
system in place there was no room for property speculation.

The system was not a matter of political convenience but the inevitable outworking of a
number of key spiritual principles. All property was ultimately owned by God (23) and no-one
could ever treat it as their possession. In reality, people only ever occupied it by God’s gracious
permission for a period, be that period long or short. Then there was the principle of community
solidarity. The command Do not take advantage of each other occurs twice in this short
paragraph (14, 17). Neighbours who had fallen on hard times and had to sell their land in order
to survive were not to be exploited by others. Debt could easily undermine the social foundations
of Israel and their respect for one another as equals. These regulations were designed to ensure
that this did not happen. A third spiritual principle lay in the respect felt for the family and the
clan. Family land was passed from generation to generation and was held almost as a ‘divine
right’.X% At the Jubilee, property was returned to those who had disposed of it, so that the family
and clan structure of Israel could be sustained intact. All this leads to the other great principle
lying behind these regulations. They are designed to prevent the rich getting richer at the expense
of the poor, who thus get poorer. Jubilee sets a limit on greed.

The second implication addressed is the question, already referred to, of how people were to
sustain themselves without engaging in agricultural activity during the Jubilee. The normal cycle
of sabbath years meant that there would be no humanly produced harvest every seventh year,
and the harvest of the previous year would have to stretch to two. When a Jubilee year was
added to the end of the seventh sabbath year, the previous harvest would have to cover three
years. Verses 18-22 recognize the fears this would provoke. But God promises to send them
sufficient for their needs (22). The bumper crops of that year would last them through until they
could reap the harvest again in the ninth year. Here was, as mentioned above, a test of how far
Israel would trust her covenant God.
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c. The theological foundation (25:23-24)

The theological foundation on which all these provisions were built was explained earlier in the
chapter. God owned all the land but let his people lease it under certain conditions. It was never
to be used as a pawn in the game of economic one-upmanship. This legislation endorses the
legitimacy of the private ownership of property, especially when it is invested in the family.
Although there is a recognition that some land is in common ownership, this is the exception
rather than the norm. As Robert North points out, while socialism says that none shall own
property, the message of Leviticus is that none shall lose property.? So, when bankruptcy
threatened, ways of redemption had to be found.

d. Steps to Jubilee (25:25-55)

The Jubilee was a method of last resort for releasing those who had fallen into financial trouble.
Debt was seen as a major evil, both debilitating and dehumanizing for those who suffered it.
Everything had to be done to overcome it as soon as possible. So none need wait for the fiftieth
year if they could extricate themselves in the meantime. But Jubilee meant that at least once in
a lifetime freedom could be acquired, even if all other means of achieving it had failed. The
remaining verses of chapter 25 set out the steps that might be taken before the Jubilee year
dawned. But woven into these instructions is a consideration of three special cases, namely that
of a house in a walled city (29-31), that of the Levites (32—34), and that of non-native slaves (44—
46). We shall explore the main path first and return to the bypaths afterwards.

The main path is marked by the phrase If any of your own people become poor (25, 35, 39,
47). The path begins gently, outlining the steps that can be taken in the case of a minor debt that
can easily be redeemed, and then climbs with increasing difficulty until it reaches its high point
with the words Even if they are not redeemed in any of these ways, they and their children are to
be released in the Year of Jubilee (54).

i. Step 1 (25:25-28)

If for any reason Israelites fell into debt, their first recourse was to sell some of their property
(25). If the property was sold on the ‘open market’ then ideally it would be bought by their
nearest relative as soon as possible, on the basis that land should be kept within the family if at
all feasible. If that proved impossible, and the debtors’ own fortunes improved so that they were
in a position to redeem it themselves, they were entitled to do so at any stage. There was,
however, to be no haggling over the price. The value of the property was to be fixed by the
number of years that still remained before the Jubilee. If all else failed, it would return to them
then.

ii. Step 2 (25:35-38)

If the situation got worse and the selling of property did not resolve it, then it was the obligation
of the nearest relative to support a debtor by hiring him as a labourer and by loaning money to
pay off the debt, interest-free. On no account should a relative exploit his kinsman’s misfortune
for profit.

iii. Step 3 (25:39-46)
In extreme situations poor people might even sell themselves to a relative (39). But if they did so,
the relatives who hired them had to understand that there were several conditions attached.
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They were to treat their fellow family members not as slaves but as hired labourers, the
implication of which was not so much that they should be paid as that they should be treated
with respect. They could not be sold on to other owners. They were not to be treated ruthlessly—
literally, ‘with backbreaking labour’.'®* And the arrangement lasted only until the Jubilee, when
the whole of the poor man’s family was to be restored to freedom. The redeemer could not claim
ownership of any children born while a poor father was in his service. These instructions
emphasize again the strong ties of kinship and remind the one who came to the rescue not to
exploit his brother’s vulnerability. The rescuer was to fear ... God (43). Remembering that God
sees all would encourage people to resist the temptations of power and make them realize that
they would never get away with abusing their role.

The main thrust of these verses is underlined by the contrasting treatment of slaves from the
nations around you (44). They could be purchased and treated like other property, and could be
passed on as an inheritance to their children. But an Israelite was never to enslave an Israelite.
To do so would make nonsense of the covenant that made them all equally servants of God (42).

iv. Step 4 (25:47-54)

In the event that a poor Israelite sold himself, not to a family member, but to a rich alien or a
temporary resident (47), the poor person never forfeited his right of redemption (48). Two routes
to freedom might be followed. First, a close relative, not necessarily a brother, would be
encouraged to buy the rich man out (49), or secondly, if the slave’s own circumstances changed,
he could redeem himself (49). Again the tariff that set the redemption price was calculated
according to the period remaining before the next Jubilee and was not a matter for negotiation.

v. Step 5 (25:54-55)

If all else failed, the Year of Jubilee would herald liberation. In fact, the Jubilee provision was
wider even than this. It not only restored property that was in the hands of aliens or temporary
residents, but restored all property to its original owners, even if it was still in the clan and had
been redeemed by close relatives. The Jubilee was the ‘override’ factor that, when it came,
leapfrogged over all other solutions to poverty.

e. The exceptions (25:32-34, 44-46)

The Jubilee regulations applied to traditional family land in rural areas, not to houses in a walled
city (29—-31). In this case a house could be purchased back up to a year after it had been sold, but
not thereafter, and was not to be returned in the Jubilee.

The case of the Levites (32—-34) is more problematic than it seems, but need not detain us
here. This is the first mention of the Levites in Leviticus. The Levites had no sacrificial duties, but
seem to have served as assistants in the tabernacle, although their status is not altogether clear.??
They had distinguished themselves at the time of the golden-calf incident and were blessed by
God as a result. Originally the Levites held no property,?3 but lived in forty-eight towns that were
allocated, together with the pasture land surrounding them, for their use. Wenham correctly
takes the meaning of these verses in a straightforward manner.?> In contrast to town houses
owned by others, any town house the Levites owned could be redeemed at any time up to the
Jubilee, and not simply during the first year. And when the Jubilee came, again in contrast to
other town houses, any property they had mortgaged was to be returned to them. If this did not
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happen, the Levites would end up homeless. The land surrounding the towns, however, must
never be sold, as it was their permanent possession (34).

The third exception (44-46), already mentioned above, relates to the ownership of slaves
rather than to the ownership of land. It was acceptable to own slaves provided that they
belonged to other nations or came came from those who had taken up temporary residence
among the Israelite community. Doing so turned these people into property, as if they were land,
and therefore meant that they could be inherited by children like any other property.

3. More than theory?

The idea of Jubilee ‘is probably the most radical social and economic idea in all the Bible’. Its
effect was to rule out speculation and prevent economic exploitation. It enshrined in law the
cessation of land abuse, the cancellation of debts, the restitution of land to its original owners,
the repair of the family, and the termination of slavery. Its proclamation of liberty and its policies
of justice have, like the exodus, fired the imaginations and inspired the hopes of many
subsequent movements of liberation. But was it ever put into practice in Israel?

Robert North in his seminal study of the Jubilee concludes that ‘there is an absolute silence
in the later books of the Bible regarding the theory and practice of the jubilee’. At most there is
a hint of it in Isaiah 37:30, but there is no clear statement that it was practised in Israel. Absence
of evidence, however, is never evidence of absence. There are many things, in both Testaments,
which are never said explicitly to have been performed which we know full well were undertaken.
Some aspects of the Jubilee are reflected in Nehemiah 5 and Jeremiah 32:6-15 and 34:8-10, as
well as in the moving story of the kinsman-redeemer in Ruth. But these are not the full version,
and the release of slaves perhaps owes more to Exodus 21:1-8 and Deuteronomy 15:12-18 than
to the Jubilee legislation of Leviticus. The prophets condemned the acquisition of land by the rich
and the royal. But perhaps they would not have needed to do so if the Jubilee concept had been
taken seriously in Israel.

So, was it only an ideal and never a reality? Walter Brueggemann objects to the question
because it is too often asked with self-serving intent, implying that it was unworkable and utterly
unpractical, and thereby gives people an excuse to abdicate responsibility for their destructive
economic policies. He responds to the question by saying, ‘What | judge to be important about
this text is that Israel, through this provision, asserted it [the Jubilee], hoped it.’ It gave Israel ‘its
fundamental identity’ as a nation committed to freedom, and set before them a vision which,
even if it is still to be implemented, established a goal to which they should aspire.

4. The continuing application

Whether Israel ever put the legislation into practice or not, the principles enshrined in the Jubilee
have continuing significance for many aspects of our Christian lives. John Bright claims it to be
‘normative ethics’ that speaks with eternal relevance to the Christian.

a. Jubilee calls us to promote social justice

The Jubilee makes it unmistakably clear that God champions the cause of the poor and the
destitute. He not only sympathizes with their plight but provides Israel with a practical way of
rescuing them from it. He requires his people to show compassion to all, however poor, and
never to take advantage of those who are financially vulnerable. He is opposed to a brother’s
reducing another brother to slavery. He forbids the ruthless management of slaves and
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employees. He refuses to countenance indifference to the needs of a family member. He sets his
face against the concentration of property in the hands of a few. He sets a limit on the rich getting
richer and the poor getting poorer. He oversees all business transactions, and watches to see if
they show evidence that he is feared, or whether property tycoons think of themselves as
unaccountable to anyone beyond themselves. He counters the belief that debts can never be
forgiven. He contests the selfish exploitation of both land and people.

b. Jubilee calls us to practise authentic worship

Leviticus 25 is a political document and serves as a manifesto of social and economic policies. But
it is also an intensely spiritual document. God’s fingerprints are all over it. He speaks (1), he cares
(17, 36, 43), he provides (21), he owns (23), he rules (55) and he gives hope (54-55). Three times
the Israelites are warned to fear him (17, 36, 43) by submitting to his will with respect and
reverence. God was to be worshipped in the financial sector as well as in the sanctuary. Unless
mercy was shown in one’s business life, all the sacrifices offered in the tabernacle or the temple
would prove futile. God is to be honoured in every area of life.

This cry was taken up by Isaiah, who denounced the empty worship of the people of his day
because, while they were pretending to seek God in the temple, they were oppressing the poor
in the marketplace:

‘Is not this the kind of fasting | have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the chords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free
and break every yoke?’
‘All worship,” as Robert North contends, ‘is animated by charity which in one act reaches God and
neighbour; all worship gains in effectiveness by the widest possible distribution of economic
wealth.’

c. Jubilee calls us to pursue merciful living

Some have viewed the Jubilee as a complete paradigm for personal spirituality. The heart of this
perspective on personal spirituality lies in the call to exercise mercy in our dealings with one
another. To do so will prove profoundly countercultural, for our society is based on people
receiving what they deserve and gaining what they have worked for, and on people getting their
own back. Astonishingly, there is no discussion in Leviticus 25 about the causes of poverty.
Perhaps some who fell into debt deserved to do so because of laziness, folly or incompetence.
Perhaps for others the misfortune was no fault of their own. But no distinction is made between
them, no inquiry into the cause is conducted. Whether the poor were deserving or undeserving,
the Jubilee was for them, and their family and fellow citizens were called upon to exercise mercy,
to release, to forgive.

In an equally astonishing way Jesus spoke of God as being ‘kind to the ungrateful and wicked’,
on the basis of which he instructed his disciples to ‘be merciful, just as your Father is merciful’.
James took up the same call to be merciful and echoed both the Jubilee and Jesus when he wrote,
‘Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, because
judgement without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs
over judgement.’
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d. Jubilee calls us to possess unwavering hope

The prospect of Jubilee kept hope alive when debtors may have been tempted to despair. Jubilee
became a metaphor for future hope, for the dawning of a day of the Lord’s favour, when the
blind would see, the deaf hear, the lame walk and the dumb speak. It serves us still as an image
of a future salvation when the restoration of all creation will take place. Its forward thrust
encourages us to look ahead rather than to look around at the experiences that cause us
discouragement and doubt, and to persevere in hope.*® The day of liberation was originally
proclaimed by the blowing of a ram’s horn, just as our day of liberation will be announced by the
sounding of a another trumpet: ‘the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God’.

e. Jesus is Jubilee

Several of these threads come together in Jesus. His ‘Nazareth Manifesto’, in which he claimed
that he had come to fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah 61:1-2, puts him firmly in the centre of the
trajectory that began in the Jubilee legislation of Leviticus 25. Isaiah 61 reverberates with the
images of Jubilee. The anointed one would ‘proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour’, which meant
that good news would be brought to the poor, the broken-hearted would be comforted, and
those held in prison would be set free. Jesus says that with his arrival that day had come.

Throughout his ministry he gave evidence to justify his claim. People were set free from a
multitude of diseases, disabilities, demons, defilements, debts and sins. Mercy and forgiveness
flowed freely and justice was at work for the benefit of the poor. He did not inaugurate a national
restructuring of economic life. He inaugurated a greater Jubilee in which people of all nations
were (and are) set free from the stronger forces that enslaved them and the deeper debts that
they owed.

The Jubilee is a model of God’s relationship with his world. In it the sovereign God takes an
initiative to deal with the realities of an unjust and sin-riddled society. He shows special
compassion to the weak and vulnerable members of the community. He calls his people to obey
his word and have faith in his providence. He also calls them to reproduce his mercy and justice
in their dealings with one another. He gives us the opportunity for new beginnings in the present,
while drawing out from us a hope in the future.

Jubilee speaks about:

our relation to the environment: the need for rest and renewal;

our mission in the world: the need for liberty and justice;

our worship in the church: the need for authenticity and charity;

our relations in the family: the need for compassion and support;

our growth in the Spirit: the need for mercy and forgiveness;

our faith in the Saviour: the need to trust Jesus; and

our hope in the future: the need to look forward to his coming again.!

Nou,swWwNE

! Tidball, D. (2005). The Message of Leviticus: Free to Be Holy (A. Motyer & D. Tidball, Eds.;
pp- 292-304). Inter-Varsity Press.
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Verses....

SIMPLICITY/FRUGALITY:

The inward reality of single-hearted focus upon God and His kingdom, which results
in an outward lifestyle of modesty, openness, and unpretentious- ness and which
disciplines our hunger for status, glamour, and luxury.

2313

*Deut 17:16-17 He must not acquire many horses for himself.... He must not
acquire many wives;.. also silver and gold he must not acquire in great quantity for
himself.

*Eccl 5:10 The lover of money will not be satisfied with money; nor the lover of
wealth, with gain.

*Dan 5:17 Let your gifts be for yourself, or give your rewards to someone else!
*Hag 1:2-11 You have sown much, and harvested little; you eat, but you never have
enough; you drink, but you never have your fill.

*3 Mac 6:36 They instituted the obser- vance of the aforesaid days as a festival, not
for drinking and gluttony, but because of the deliverance that had

come to them through God.

Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Matt 6:22-24 You cannot serve God and wealth.

2 Cor 11:3 lam afraid that . . . your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and
pure devotion to Christ.

Phil3:13 Idonotconsiderthatlhave made it my own.

*Phil 4:11-13 Iknow what ti is to have little, and Iknow what it is to have

having plenty and of being ni need.

Col 2:20-23 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the universe, why do
you live as fi you still belonged to the world?

Col 3:1-2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.
*2 Tim 2:4 No one serving in the army gets entangled in everyday affairs; the
soldier's aim is to please the enlisting officer.

Heb 12:1-3 Let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.

James 1:8 The doubter, being double- minded and unstable in every way, must not
expect to receive anything from the Lord.

James 4:8 Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded.
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*Rev 3:17 You say, "l am rich, | have prospered, and Ineed nothing." You do not
realize that you are wretched,

SUBMISSION:

Subordination to the guidance of God; within the Christian fellowship, a constant
mutual subordination out of reverence for Christ, which opens the way for particular
subordination to those who are qualified to direct our efforts toward Christlikeness
and who then add the weight of their wise authority on the side of our willing spirit
to help us do the things we would like to do and refrain from doing the things we
don't want to do.

*Gen 13:8-18 "Rise up, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for | wil
give ti to you". So Abram moved his tent, and came and settled.

Gen 15:9-14 "Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram.
... 'He brought him all these.

Gen 16:9 Return to your mistress, and submit to her.

*2 Kings 18:31-32 Do not listen to Heze- kiah. "Make your peace with me and come
out to me."

*Esther 1:12 Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's command.

*Ps 81:11 My people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to me.
*Prov 1:8-9 Hear, my child, your father's instruction.

*Prov 6:20-21 My child, keep your father's commandment, and do not forsake your
mother's teaching.

*Eccl 8:8 No one has power over the wind to restrain the wind, or power over the
day of death.

Eph 5:21-6:9 Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Col 3:18-24 Wives, be subject to your husbands... Husbands, love your wives...
Children obey your parents.

*1 Tim 34: He must manage his own household wel, keeping his children submissive
and respectful in every way.

Titus 2:9 Tell slaves to be submissive to

their masters and to give satisfaction in every respect.

Heb 5:7 Jesus offered up prayers and sup- plications... and he was heard because of
his reverent submission.

Heb 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over
your souls and will give an account.

*James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you.

*|sa 28:15-18 lam laying in Zion a. . . sure foundation: "One who trusts will not
panic."
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*4 Macc 5:26 He has permitted us to eat what wil be most suitable for our lives.
Mat 6:10 Your kingdom come. Your wil be done, on earth as it si in heaven.

Matt 26:39 My Father, fi it is possible, let this cup pass from me: yet not what | want
but what you want.

*Luke 1:38 Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.

Luke 1:46-56 My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for
he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.

Rom 8:7 The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to
God's law.

*Gal 2:5 We did not submit to them even for a moment, so that the truth of the
gospel might always remain with you.
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